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12 MONTHS AFTER COMPLETION OF THE 
GREATEST FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN 
FOR CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 


‘Fair Share’* Campaign for High Schools 


Hamilton County, Ohio (Greater Cincinnati, Ohio) 
Objective: $6,000,000 Obtained: $10,273,487 


HIS EXCELLENCY, THE MOST REVEREND ARCHBISHOP 
KARL J. ALTER, REPORTS TO HIS PEOPLE AS FOLLOWS: 


ott: 


ov 






1 RECORD TO BE PROUD OF .... 


Teteh ebb GEREN «oc cccccccccccdssecsoseve $10,273,487 .32 
Net pledge reduction..... 2% of total. 
(i.e., by moving from area, decease, 
eedideseunubasdeuens taeeaek 207,429.15 
Balance amount pledged....... $10,066,058.17 
Scheduled payments per month 
ee ee eee $ 335,535.27 
Scheduled payments for 12 mos. 4,026,423.24 
Actual payments received to June 1, 1958....... 3,952,618.90 
Balance to be collected................ $ 6,113,439.27 
Total expense to date........... $111,020.22 
Percentage of fund for expense... 1.1% 


Write us now for the finest in fund-raising at a reasonable fee. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 


AND ASSOCIATES FAIR SHARE® 












+ Ss NAAT VC 
314 East 51 Street FUND-RAISING CounseL|///7 “f tz 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN. 
AND ASSOCIATES 


Registered U. S. Pot Off 


Kansas City 12, Missouri 
TELEPHONE: Plaza 3-4155 


*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 

















Introducing ..... 


A CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONAL 
PURCHASING SERVICE 


For SCHOOLS, CONVENTS, PARISHES, HOSPITALS, 
ORPHANAGES, SOCIETIES cand other 
CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS 


Conscientious purchasing is a serious and usually thank- 
less responsibility, often compounded by uncertainty over 
whether or not you are getting the best buy for your money. 


However, purchasing through Malloy and Associates 
provides you with the gratifying assurance that you are 
getting quality goods for the lowest prices obtainable. 


The mass buying power of the many Catholic institutions 
served by Malloy and Associates enables us to cut buying 
costs for each individual institution. From furniture to 
clothing, sporting equipment to linen, we supply only quality 
merchandise at considerable savings. 


While you may have cooperating sources for some of 
your needs, you will find Malloy the one cost-saving source 
for all your needs. 


All we ask is that you check prices with us on your next 
requisition. We think you will find that “our prices speak 
louder than words.” 


Partial List of 
Typical Goods Available 


Appliances Gymnasium Equipment Linens 
Clothing Housewares Luggage 
Food Service Janitorial & Maintenance Office Equipment 
Equipment Supplies Prizes 
Furniture Laundry Equipment & Sporting Goods 
Supplies 


Malloy and Associates, IJuc. 


941 Merchandise Mart ¢ Chicago 54, Illinois °¢ WhHitehall 4-4010 








THE Homiteric anp Pastrora Review (Monthly), LIX, No. 2 (November, 1958). Copyright 1958 by Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inec., 53 Park Place, New York. Second-class mail privileges authorized at New York, N. Y., with 
additional entry at Easton, Penna. Subscriptions to the U. S. $6.00 per annum, $6.25 in Canada. 








Needlecraft \BSTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty 
and rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vest- 
ments are recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made 
vestments vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attrac- 
tively priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are 


invited without obligation. 





(B) No. Y6350. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. “Eagle and It’s Young” 
design (symbolical of Christ’s 
care of His Followers). Banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. Fur- 
nished in all Church colors. Em- 
broidered emblem to match in 
IHS or AXPO design. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $73.25 
ee ere re 105.75 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 165.75 
Benediction Veil ....... 47.00 
Preaching Stole ........ 18.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 104.75 
CS eee 109.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 179.25 


(C) No. Y6326. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. PX Palm Leaves de- 
sign material. Furnished in all 
Church colors. Gold metal wov- 
en angel design banding. Gold 
metal cloth IHS or AXPO em- 
blem to match. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $77.75 
momen Cope .......... 107.25 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 191.25 
Benediction Veil ....... 44.75 
Preaching Stole ........ 17.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 109.75 
Oe 108.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 207.25 


Jiu Mouse o£ HANSEN? fl 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 





(A) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask material. Furnished in all Church 
colors. Woven Chalice design banding. 
Furnished with either IHS or AXPO 


emblem to match. 
Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble ..... $49.75 $54.50 
Roman Cope ......... 65.25 76.25 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 111.00 124.00 
Benediction Veil ..... 27.00 32.25 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 64.75 75.25 
Gothic Cope ........ 68.50 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 123.00 134.75 


(D) No. ¥6655. Brocaded Damask An- 
gel Wing design material. Furnished in 
all Church colors. Woven Cross design 
banding. Embroidered IHS or AXPO 
emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble - - - - - $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ....--::- 53.50 63.50 
Roman Dalmatics: - - - - 83.50 94.50 
Benediction Veil ----- 22.75 27.50 
Preaching Stole . -LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble . - - - - - 54.75 62.50 
Gothic Cope ....----- 57-50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics .. 96.00 108.00 


(E) No. ¥6305. Brocaded Celanese, Cru- 
cifixion design material, Woven Cross 
design Banding. Furnished in all Church 
colors IHS or AXPO Emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble ..... $47.50 $53.00 
Roman Cope ........ 65.00 76.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.75 114.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 25.50 31.00 
Preaching Stole ..LINED ONLY 11.00 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 64.00 73.50 
Gothic I a ist a Seale 69.00 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 116.00 129.75 





D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 

Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 

chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 

are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 

Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 50% Dacron — 50% Visco- 

Crease resistant, light weight, : Acetate Material ' 

durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 

fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 











dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or Roman or 
Semi-Jesuit Semi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock . $25. 00 Style Cassock ... 32.50 
Sash for Semi- Je suit Cassock Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. 


16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 

















Back Chest Collar Sleeve 

No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 32 in. 
B5838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 3214 in. 
B5840 58 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 32) in. 
B5842 58 in. 42 in. 16 in. 3214 in. 
B5844 58 in. 44 in, 1614 in. 3214 in. 
B5846 58 in. 46 in. 1714 in. 32) in. 
BG6038 60 in. 38 in. 15 in. 33 in. 
BG6040 60 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 3314 in. 
B6042 60 in. 42 in. 16 in. 33 in. 
BG6044 60 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 33) in. 
pees 60 ia. = _ 44 = 372 = No. 4B Roman Style No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style 
B6240 62 ia. - 9 in. 34 in. Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 
BG6242 62 in. 42 in. 16) in. 34 in. $25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 


Alter Boys \OMPLETE OUTFITS 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 





























collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 

Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10, Ea. No. B11,Ea. No.B12,Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $8.00 .# $8.00 $8.50 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42 in. we 8.50 SS 8.50 9.00 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44in. “3 9.00 &2 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46in. S$ 9.25 es 9.25 9.75 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48in. ¢% 9.75 £2 9.75 10.25 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50in. 32 10.75 5S 10.75 11.25 22 in, 
14 Yrs. 52in. 9S 11.00 8 11.00 11.50 22 in. 
15 Yrs. S4in. 57 11.50 28 11.50 12.00 24 in, 
16 Yrs. 56in. 48 12.00 &= 12.00 12.50 24 in, 
17 Yrs. 58in. Sa 12.50 XL 12.50 13.00 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 13.25 22 13.25 13.75 26 in, 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 14.00 14.00 14.50 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 


(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 
Fey SO Pere $4.50 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without lace, 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each .... . $3.50 
(E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. "Light weight 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra full. 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each .... .$3.25 
No. B61. Same as No. B60 but with lace. Made 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$4.25 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colors, 
made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $5.75 
Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


VY HANSEN | | D B. HANSEN & SONS 








23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 















































(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 


Acetate. Light weight. Fine weave. 
No. A954 

Covette Cloth. Rayon and acetate. 
Medium weight. 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE - HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $69.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord foi 


Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 









(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
has a convenient buttonless front, ™estic Prelates. 
Roman form fitting back. (F) The House Cassock has Cape Whe 
(C) A Clerical Cloak is more attached and additional half sleeves, inclu 
distinctive than an overcoat when Trimmed with red or purple piping drop 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in and buttons according to rank of inch 
either Gabardine or or pom with Prelate. widtl 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- ; 7 
terial. Made with or without arm- (G) The Choir Cassock without bors 
slits. train is worn by Bishops and Mon- Peon 
' : .._ signori. Illustrated with Mozetta ‘°° 
(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in ang Rochet as worn by a Bishop. (B) 
the Pulpit and at commencement exed 
exercises, banquets and receptions. (H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya desig 
Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape (C) 
erend Monsignori, black for Very and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available ¢< oa 
Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. in Ermine or Coney. re 
eeeeeee a 
No. A969 No. A956 ered 
All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light ioe 
weight. For year round wear. weight. Dressy and durable. 7. % 
No. A990 No. A951 pie 
All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal Y°'8 
weight. Wrinkle resistant. for summer and travel. No ; 
No. A986 No. A911 linen 
All-Wool Tropic Weave Cloth. All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth yard 
Light weight. Porous Weave. from France. Light weight. No. F 
No. A938 No. A987 linen 
All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth per y 
weight. Long wearing. from Belgium. Light weight. (E) # 
No. A953 No. A946 front 
Panama Weave Cloth. Visco- Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta (F) 







WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $69.50 















D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Joe Konic o- HANSEN 


“23..NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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Imported Select Quality Pure trish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 
drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 
width 32 inches including front drop. 


(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard....... $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard... .<.6s.5.- $4.50 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
Gl, DEF VERE... 6.65 cc eons $5.30 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, IHS de- 
s.r $4.30 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
SR eee tea $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, hemstitched without lace, per 
SS RR ee $3.2 

No. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
i errs: $3.00 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 

(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 
ered with IHS design ...... $21.75 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. 
$24.50 
(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. 
$19.25 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at 
a $16.75 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. 
$13.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
sertion only $16.75 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 
maa a win oieia was ee ere eae $13.75 


(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 
eee a ee $32.50 
No. F509 Surplice to match Alb. 
alld aoa hea eal ae iis ae $43.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
Surplice to match.......... 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Y ES HANSEN 


(I) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered 
banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 

$21.00 


ob4d056 06 ne kas OOeb CER HSES $16.50 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
for traveling purposes...... $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese $8.25 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 
Cross design $31.50 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 


Light weight linen top ..... $25.50 
(L) FI Fa* #3** 
pS eee $2.80 $3.00 $ 

Corporal ..... 1.20 1.33 1.73 
Purificator .... .85 95 1.20 
. aaa 1.30 1.50 1.70 
Finger Towel...  .85 95 1.20 
Stole Collar .. .40 AS 65 


Fl Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 
**F3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd. ...... $1.19 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 
* For light weight Albs and Surplices 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 

Albs and Surplices. 





D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 








(CoMMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





“The fault is in our national will” 


K{pITOR: 

Your September issue contained a 
number of splendid features, and I make 
bold to single out Fr. Harvey’s “Let’s 
Liberate the Liberals,” Jesuit Fr. Me- 
Keon’s “Obligation to Buy Industrial 
Stock?” and Fr. Aidan Carr’s incisive 
editorial, “Logic: R.I.P.” My chief 
interests, of course, determine my own 
preferences, and other readers will find 
other articles and features more to their 
preference. 

In the instance of Fr. Carr’s editorial 
1 am compelled to say that he appar- 
ently recognized the futility in repeat- 
ing and repeating and repeating the 
natural-law verdict on birth control to 
closed minds. His approach was rather 
to show the logical absurdity of the 
opponents of Dr. Jacobs’ position in the 
New York hospital dispute. In_ this 
day of the “broad mind,” when too few 
are concerned with the truth of proposi- 
tions (because “this is a free country,” 
or some other irrelevancy), it is con- 
sidered socially embarrassing to be 
enught with one’s minor-logie slip show- 
ing. 

Fr. MeIKxeon performed a real service. 
He offered readers of HPR something 
concrete to suggest to the workingmen 
with whom they deal. It is a breath of 
fresh air to see a writer enter the topic 
of management-labor relations and not 
come out with all things resolved into 
either Mr. Walter Reuther or Senator 
Barry Goldwater as complete disjunc- 
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tions. It is encouraging to find out 
again that you can own industrial stock 
and not, ipso facto, suffer the loss of 
your immortal soul. 

I wish it were possible to guarantee 
that at least every Catholie college stu- 
dent would read and master Franciscan 
Father Harvey’s “Let’s Liberate the 
Liberals!” Different readers of that 
article will have different favorite pas- 
sages, but my vote goes to the follow- 


ing: 


Tolerance, everyone knows, is a tol- 
erably good thing, but it has its limi- 
tations. It is still something inferior 
in the seale of values to faith, hope 
and charity. For reasons known only 
to the liberal mind it is currently re- 
garded as a theological virtue and by 
many as the keystone of morality. 
What Dodsworth remarked about 
romantic love is true of tolerance: it 
ought to stop somewhere short of 
suicide. 


This passage 
Robert Morris, 
layman who served so brilliantly as 
Chief Counsel for the Internal Security 


parallels what Judge 


outstanding Catholic 


Subcommittee of the U.S. Senate, said 
in a speech (recorded in his book, No 
Wonder We Are Losing) before a group 
of Protestant ministers last November. 
Morris applied this notion of tolerance 
to some recent and disturbing judg- 
ments of the Supreme Court: 


Communists in the United States 
are disciples of Nikita Krush- 
chev of the fearful boasts. Yet 
here in the United States their role is 
minimized. The anti-Communist is 








only one fund raising firm under the sun 





obtains lay cooperation like this.... 


The Laity Of The Following Representative 


Parishes Have Agreed To _ Increase 


Envelope Giving By More Than Tw 


Previous Total Through Our Parish 

Program 

St. Mary's St. Patrick's Sacred Heart 

Brookfield, Salamanca, N.Y. Winchester, Va. 

Mass. 

St. Mark's Our Lady St. Mary’s 

Seattle, S. Burnaby, B.C. Chilliwack, 

Wash. B.C. 

Our Lady Sacred Heart Our Lady 

Minneapolis, W. Warwick, Vancouver, B.C. 

Minn. Rm... 


LAWSONMn ASSOC 


Weekly 
ice The 


Finance 


St. Anne's 
Tucumcari, 
N.M. 

St. Theresa's 
Palatine, Ill. 


St. Bridget’s 
Richmond, Va. 


LATES ..x. 


Home Office: 

53 North Park Avenue 
Rockville Centre, New York 
ROckville Centre 6-0177 


Western Division: North Central Division: 
101 Jones Building 24 North Wabash Avenue 
Seattle, Washington Chicago 2, Illinois 
MUtual 2-3691 Financial 6-4504 


Central Division: 

3545 Lindell Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Jefferson 5-6022 


Southwest Division: 

400 Montgomery Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 
YUkon 2-8342 














THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


Inspiring (all 
“60 “Pray 


NOW WITHIN THE REACH OF 
EVEN THE SMALLEST CHURCH 


COST AS LITTLE AS $975! 


TODAY every church can en- 
joy the spiritual effects of Caril- 
lonic Bells* by Schulmerich— 
in use now in more than 5,000 
churches. Some are fully auto- 
matic; they take little space, 
need no bell-tower. Available 
with carillon console. 

An Inspired Memorial Gift! 
Schulmerich Carillonic Bells* 


are a “living memorial”, can be 





given in one’s lifetime. 
Pastors, Committees! Write 





for our “Carillon Bells” Fund- 
Raising Plan. 


SCHULMERICH 
CARILLONIC BELLS* 
16118 Carillon Hill e Sellersville, Pa. 


“A World-Honored Name” 


*Trademark 





the villain of the piece. It is he who 

is said to be leading us down the 

totalitarian path. 

One has only to read the majority 
decisions of our Supreme Court to 
have this amazing transfer of labels 
confirmed. Communists, the heralds 
of anti-Christ are the heroes of the 
script. These decisions of the major- 
ity of the Supreme Court are symp- 
tomatic of our lack of resistance in 
our body politic . 

But these decisions are but a re- 
flection of our official mood. The 
views on security held by recently 
appointed judges who make up the 
majority were known to the Execu- 
tive when they were appointed and 
even to the Legislative when they 
were confirmed. The fault is in our 
national will. 

It would be a great comfort to feel 
that HPR readers of Fr. Harvey’s ar- 
ticle will make it available to their 
friends among the laity. He has mag- 
nificently diagnosed a serious national 
malady. 

FRANK MorRISS 
Denver, Colorado 


Co-educational Institutions 
pivorR: 

As one who has had a cheekerboard 
type of career in Catholic higher edu- 
cation for the past dozen years, I read 
“The Chureh and Co-education” with 
interest. 

I have taught in mens’ colleges, girls’ 
colleges and in co-ed institutions, all 
under Catholic auspices. I have ob- 
served that the level of instruction was 
generally higher in’ my non-co-ed 
classes. As the instructor of classes 
in adolescent psychology and child 
psychology I found myself avoiding the 
inclusion of topies whieh were important 
to the course for fear of presenting ma- 
terial that would be harmful to students 
because of this mixed environment, 
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Price is not the measure of good taste. Our 
staff, eminently qualified by background and 
experience, will make your wish of today be- - 
come the reality of tomorrow. Whatever your 
budget, the services of our organization are 


at your disposal. 

















Niihis Sf See ae « fig) pea 
AS SRE Ss ee 


: 














I observed also that many students, 
both boys and girls, became too con- 
scious of the presence of the members 
of the opposite sex. In speaking to my 
colleagues about this, many had had 
similar experiences. 

Of course the female high-school 
graduate finds appeal in a co-ed school 
because of the possibility of an extended 
social life. (This really is not reason 
enough to go to college.) Little does 
she realize that the cause of social 
failure is frequently within herself and 
not in the environment. The dis- 
gruntled transfer student finds that the 
co-ed school per se cannot guarantee 
that she will have dates. 

It would be interesting to survey the 
numbers of dropouts among girls in 
co-ed schools as opposed to those who 
begin their education in the all-girl 
colleges. 








eres 


Fin sts ~~ | 


THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 








Certainly the inclusion of co-eds in 
the traditionally men’s colleges cannot 
be justified on the grounds of an in- 
sufficiency of Catholic girls’ colleges. 
This is one area in which a dearth does 
not exist. 

As to the quality of the girls’ colleges, 
and again from my own experience: 
the students in the girls’ colleges are as 
good, if not better than many of their 
counterparts in the co-ed institutions. 

Certainly co-education leads to the 
“hand-holding down the corridor” type 
of activity and frequently results in the 
sorry state of young women not receiv- 
ing the respect they should receive from 
their male classmates. Too often co-eds 
merely become “one of the boys.” 

Since the primary function of an 
educational institution is to impart 
knowledge, any circumstance’ which 
would impede this activity would seem 
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show you some of the various ways in which wood and glass have been used to 
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without glare—and other modern applications which will make this section as 
valuable and informative as possible. 
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should reach you by November 25th 
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* Dormitory at La Salle College, Philadelphia, Penna. 


* Quantity Menus and Recipes by Brother Herman 
Zaccarelli, C.S.C. 


* The function of a Maintenance Engineer 


* Proper Fees for an Architect's Work and many 
other interesting editorial features. 
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with overwhelming enthusiasm by the Hier- 
archy, Priests, and Architects. 

Complete Unit: $225 F.O.B. Cleveland 15, Ohio 
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to be a detriment to the schools achiev- 
ing its purpose. It would appear to be 
the course of wisdom, then, to encourage 
college boys to go to school with college 
boys, college girls to be in elass with 
college girls, so that when they meet 
under social conditions they will better 
appreciate the occasion. 

I may judge from this metropolitan 
area only, but my observation is that 
those junior and senior high schools 
which are not co-ed have invariably a 
high degree of excellence. 

These are only a few of the many 
comparisons possible, but they manifest 
the practieal effects which result from 
Per- 


haps the social aims propounded by the 


the institution of co-education. 


naturalist educators make this type of 
education more appealing than it really 
is. 

Francis J. Loparo, Pu.D. 
College of Mount St. Vincent 
Vew York 71, N.Y. 


Secular Institute in Arkansas 
I{pITOR: 

With the Apostolic Constitution 
Provida Mater Ecclesia of Feb. 2, 1947, 
recognition by the Chureh was officially 
given for the establishment of “Secular 
Institutes.” Prior to that time, associ- 
ations of the laity with private vows- 
as far as I know—enjoyed no canonical 
status in the Chureh. This is one field 
of dedication, closely allied to the re- 
ligious life in work, aim and goal, that 
might, if better known and understood, 





tap a great reservoir that would not 


otherwise be diverted into religious 
channels to meet the needs of our time. 
I refer to the “Secular Institutes” of 
men and women. 

Mueh of the diocese of Little Rock, 
among the 


especially the apostolate 
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mission territory. Catholics are a mi- tion. Hence, the apostolate of the Secu- 
nority group throughout this diocese. lar Institute, with its teaching, mis- 
Also, many vocations to the priesthood sionary work, social service, etc., seems 
and the religious life are garnered from to be the answer to many of my prob- 
other parts, but these are far from sui- lems, not the least of which is to over- 
ficient for the needs. There are many come the antipathy and distrust felt 
areas in this far-flung diocese which by the Negro toward the white man 
lack the ministrations of the Faith. these many years. 

In the city of Little Rock, Arkansas, This communication, Father, is a plea 
His Excellency, Most Reverend Albert to my fellow-priests who might be in- 
L. Fletcher, D.D., has heartily endorsed terested and kind enough to direct pos- 
the formation of a group of ladies aspir- sible vocations of suitable ladies to 
ing to Secular Institute status. This “Daughters of the Paraclete” Secular 
affords real hope of assistance for mis- Institute of Arkansas. Perhaps it will 
sion territories such as my own in be helpful here to present a general 
southeast Arkansas. My little Negro survey of a Secular Institute as to its 
flock is poor because of the lack of purpose, aim and work. 
equality of opportunity. Since we A “Secular Institute” has been de- 
‘annot afford to build a separate school fined as a society, whether clerical or 
(and if we had one, we would not be lay, whose members profess the evan- 
able to support it), my Catholie chil- gelical counsels in the world, in order 
dren are deprived of a Catholic educa- to attain Christian perfection and to 
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accident, sickness, hospitalization 
and surgical bills. Because all 
Ministers Life policyholders 
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company is able to pare 
the costs of the Priest’s 
Policy to fit the modest 
budgets of most all 
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exercise a full apostolate. In other 
words, a life of complete dedieation, or 
consecration, with private vows of pov- 
erty, chastity and obedience. It is well 
to note that, in spite of the private vow 
of poverty, the members retain their 
right to own property and possessions, 
though they are not permitted the un- 
restricted use of them. 

The particular aim is the social, 
moral and spiritual improvement of the 
people. The chief work may be defined 
as the corporal and spiritual works of 
merey in any suitable manner conducive 
to furthering the aims and purposes of 
the Institute. Since there is no par- 
ticular age limit, “delayed vocations” 
ean find an outlet for talents and zeal 
in Secular Institutes. Canonical im- 
pediments which ban admission to re- 
ligious Communities do not bar appli- 


As for 
eligibility, any single Catholie girl of 


eants from Seeular Institutes. 


common sense and good character, of 
sound mind and physical and mental 
health is welcome to apply to the 
“Daughters of the Paraclete.”’ 

I pray that the Holy Spirit may in- 
spire many fellow-priests to direct good 
Catholic, zealous ladies to this needy 
apostolate in Arkansas. - Applicants 
may address themselves either to: 


Most Reverend Albert L. Fletcher, 
D.D., Bishop of Little Rock 

305 W. Second Street 

Little Roek, Arkansas 


or to: 
The Directress, Daughters of Para- 
clete 


Paraclete House, 802 Center Street 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
WINFRID STAUBLE, O.F.M. 
Lake Village, Arkansas 
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out of sheer hearing embarrassment 
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l out of 6 Catholics suffers difficulty in hearing. When 
they avoid confessicn as a resule — it may even lead to 
loss of their precious faith’’. So warns che Apostolate for 
the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (Rev. George J. Haye, 
Director). Now you can draw these sensitive people back 
into the comfort of the Sacrament, with 
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Pope Pius X11 


W itnin the very hub of the 


religious universe, Alma Roma, there 
has been, and for many years, an affec- 
tionate tribute to the world’s acknowl- 
edged Christian leader. So many times 
has this tribute been found upon mens’ 
lips that it has become axiomatic. And 
while it is always appropriate, all will 
surely concede that at a time like this, 
with the passing of a Sovereign Pontiff 
and the choice of his successor this 
axiom takes on added significance: 


Romae parochus est nihil; 

Episcopus est fere nihil; 

Cardinalis est aliquis; 

Sed Papa est omnia. 

The 260th successor of Saint Peter 
has, Det providentia, vacated the Sedes 
Within hours, it is hoped, 
Pius XII’s own successor will be cho- 
sen. It cannot be otherwise. The papal 
succession will come to an end, yes, but 
only at the crack of doom. We repeat, 
it eannot. be otherwise: . “thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” 


Apostolica. 


PACELLI FAMILY 


Pius, twelfth of the august line to 
bear that, auspicious name, descended 
a family whieh for over a cen- 
tury has itself by its 
faithful service to the Holy See. First 
to merit this praise was Grandfather 


from 
distinguished 


By PAUL R. RUST, O.M.1I. 


Pacelli. From 1851 to 1870 he was 
employed by Pius LX as Undersecretary 
of State for the Papal States. Today 
he is better remembered in Rome and 








Since 1937 a member of the Oblate Fathers’ 
Mission Band, Fr. Rust has devoted what free 
‘ime he has to literary pursuits. A frequent 
contributor of articles and book reviews to 
these pages, Fr. Rust is also author of The 
First of the Puritans and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (Bruce, Milwaukee) and Fallible 
Fallacies—2+2=5 (Radio Replies, St. Paul, 
Minn.). 

This article was released for press before 
the election of our next Pope. 





abroad as first editor of L’Osservatore 
Romano, semi-official Vatican news- 
paper. Its inaugural issue is dated 
July 1, 1861. Grandfather Marcan- 
tonio Pacelli, born 1804, died 1890. 
Philipo, his son, and father of the late 
Pope, lived to enjoy a very long life 
as his father. He was born in 1837 
and he did not die until 1916. The 
ereater part of his active adult life 
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was devoted to legal activities at the 
Vatican, where he represented Rome as 
Mother Pacelli, 
née Virginia Graziozi, was a Roman 
patrician, and justifiably proud of her 
She also lived many 


Consistorial Advocate. 


noble ancestry. 
years, dying in 1920 at age seventy- 
six. One brother and two sisters, each 
in some capacity associated with the 
Apostolic See (in particular after 
restoration of papal sovereignty), com- 
family of the 


plete the immediate 


deceased Pontiff. 
FATHER PACELLI 


Pius XII, baptized Eugenio, was born 
in the Eternal City, Mareh 2, 1876. 
This date bears remembrance. On 
Mareh 2, 1939, Eugenio Pacelli was 
elected Pope. Forty years before this, 
on April 2, 1899, Eugenio Pacelli be- 
came Father Pacelli. It is worthy of 
more than just a passing note to recall 
that Pius XII, upon graduating from 
the Ennio Quirini Visconti Lyceum in 
Church's oldest 


tome, entered the 


seminary, Collegio Capranica. The 
ancient buildings stand on a site which 
is the traditionally ascribed place where 
was the home of the teen-age martyr, 
St. Agnes. 


tion as oldest of seminaries, Collegio 


Due to its enviable posi- 


Capranica is affectionately, if not offi- 
cially, titled “Almo Collegio.” His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, honored its 
anniversary Mass with his presence, 
despite the fact that ill health had ter- 
minated his early association with the 
He left 


it to enroll in the great Roman Semi- 


college after a vear’s study. 


nary because his delicate health would 
not permit him to follow the strict com- 
munity exercises enforced at the Capra- 
nica. Thirty American priests have 
persevered to their ordination on the 
rolleall of “Almo Collegio.” 


Two vears after ordination the yvouth- 
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ful ordinand entered upon a career in 
the Papal Seeretariate of State which 
was to culminate thirty-eight 
later with his election as Pope. But 


years 


that was far ahead of him, and he was 
still an apprentice. As such, his first 
mission was to be the bearer of a hand- 
written letter of Leo XIII to Edward 
VII, expressing to the British monarch 
the official condolences of the Holy See 
on the occasion of the death of Queen 
Victoria, Edward’s mother. 


MONSIGNOR PACELLI, DIPLOMAT 


Father 
Monsignor 


1904 ended Pacelli 
was addressed as Pacelli. 
In 1911 the thirty-five-year-old diplo- 
mat presented himself at the Court of 
St. James to represent St. Pius X at 


Before 


coronation. His rise to 
world fame was steady. On April 23, 
1917, a fortnight after our entrance into 
World War I, 
ready nominated Titular Archbishop of 
Sardi, by Benedict XV’s appointment, 


George V's 


Monsignor Pacelli, al- 


beeame Apostolic Nuncio to Bavaria. 
Following immediately upon his con- 
secration, less than a month later, the 
Nuncio presented in audience with the 
Benedict's 


Kaiser proposals 


which were rejected. 


peace 

Kaiser William 
must have remembered that meeting 
more than once during the restless years 
of his enforced exile from the Father- 
land. 

For nine years, the post-war years 
of reconstruction and unlimited pros- 
perity, Archbishop Pacelli represented 
two popes as Nuneio, with headquarters 
in Berlin. On December 16, 1929, a 
week, to the day, after tendering to 
Pius XT his portfolio as Nunecio, Pa- 
eelli was created Cardinal. In Febru- 
ary, 1930. he accepted the greater port- 
folio of the Secretariate of State, sue- 


We Ameri- 


eans shall ever remember with genuine 


ceeding Cardinal Gasparri. 


POPE PIUS XII 


delight the Cardinal Secretary of State’s 
tour of good will, journeying from coast 
to coast the vast areas of our nation, 
and choosing for this historic trip the 
month of October, 1936. 

During Pacelli’s tenure of this ex- 
alted office, his predecessor appointed 
him as official representative at many 
a celebration sponsored by the great 


Pius XI. 


Here is a schedule of these 


important functions at which Pacelli 
officiated: 1935, Lourdes (Jubilee Year 
of the Redemption); 1937, Lisieux 


(opening of the Basilica of the Little 
Flower); 1938, Budapest (34th Inter- 
national Eucharistic Congress). 

The Chureh Universal will ever have 
reason to be grateful to Cardinal Pa- 
eelli for the expert diplomatic duties he 
performed. It still recalls three con- 
cordats he concluded: 1932 (Grand 
Duchy of Baden); 1933 (Germany) ; 
1934 (Austria). A fourth concordat, 
that with Yugoslavia, was never 
ratified. Nor must we forget that, in 
1931, the Secretary of State was instru- 
mental in the formulation of that most 
significant of Pius XI’s eneyclicals, par- 
ticularly significant because its prinei- 
ples were time and time again re- 
enunciated during the pontificate of 
Pius XII. Of course the eneyelical will 
be easily recognized as the definitive 
Non abbiamo bisogno, a truly historic 
political document drawn up for. all 


ages. 
SOVEREIGN PONTIFF 


Cardinal Pacelli was 
crowned Sovereign Pontiff on Mareh 
12, 1939. It was the Feast of Saint 
Gregory the Great. The Universal 
Chureh from pole to pole rejoiced that 
it had its 261st pope. Pacelli’s was a 
whirlwind election, the shortest in ec- 
clesiastical history. On March 1 (Pius 
XT had died February 10), the eardinals 


Kugenio 


entered Conclave, obedient to the official 
summons of the Cardinal Camerlengo, 
other, in this instance, than 
Cardinal Pacelli. The following day, 
March 2, at 4:00 p.m., Pacelli was 
elected. The sole vote he did not re- 
ceive was his own, so the election was 
by unanimous ballot. He had received 
sixty-one of the sixty-two votes cast. 
The day was Feria Quinta, Thursday. 
It was the new Pontiff’s sixty-third 
birthday anniversary. 

Needless to say, there is hardly suffi- 
cient space here to relate in detail the 
accomplishments which adorned this 


none 


very long pontificate. In as short a time 
as his tenth anniversary Pope Pius XII 
could review with satisfaction the 
parade of suecesses which marched be- 
fore bis mind’s eye. World War II 
alone required the quintessence in diplo- 
matic strategy, for Pius was Head of a 
Chureh which counted among its com- 
municants nationals from every possi- 
ble dissident government. It is now 
merely a matter of record that so skill- 
fully did the Holy Father maneuver 
ministers of the warring nations ac- 
credited to the Holy See, that he was 
able to maintain uninterrupted diplo- 
matic relations with all of them. And 
What is just as important, his tactful- 
ness created an international clearing- 
house at the Vatican for the exchange of 
diplomatie notes and overtures. 

This fact explains what is generally 
a historical accomplish- 
ment of the See Apostolic. During the 
entire period of World War II (1939- 
1945), in spite of the virus of despair 
which had infected almost every world 
tactful Pius established 
diplomatie relations with no less than 
Lithuania, 
Finland, Nationalist China. 
When an armistice had been concluded 
in 1945, the Pope expanded his polieyv 
and, 1947, Lebanon and 


econeeded as 


power, the 
four of these major powers: 
Japan, 
Egvpt were 
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brought within the orbit of papal nun- 
ciatures. Today we are not able to 
minimize the perennial importance of 
the 1931 Non abbiamo bisogno. While, 
originally, the encyclical was directed 
against Fascism, it is significant to re- 
‘all that its principles are timeless. 
Non abbiamo provided the 
framework of the decree of June 20, 
1949, which Pius XII issued the year 
of his Golden Sacerdotal Jubilee to ex- 
communicate Catholics who willfully 
embraced Communism. 


bisogno 


SPIRITUAL MILESTONES 


It was not alone in political chancel- 
leries that Pius XII won the admira- 
tion of the world. If anything, his ac- 
complishments as religious leader, apart 
from all political considerations, at the 
present writing appear incredible. 
During this long pentificate our Su- 
preme Pastor issued over forty letters 
and epistles; canonized thirty-three men 
and women of heroic virtue; created 
fifty-six cardinals (thirty-two on Feb- 
ruary 18, 1946, at the largest con- 
sistory in history; twenty-four on 
January 12, 1953, a consistory which 
brought the Sacred College to its full 
membership of seventy); proclaimed 
1950 the twenty-fifth Holy Year; de- 
tined (same year) the Assumption; pro- 
claimed a Marian Year (1954-1955) to 
commemorate the centenary of the Im- 
maculate Conception definition. 

We pause here for «» moment to so- 
licit the prayers of St. Pius X, the Pope 
of the Holy Eucharist, canonized by 
Pius XII, and to pay our respect to the 
person of Innocent XI, defender of 
ecclesiastical rights and liberties, beati- 
fied by this same Pontiff in 1956. Still 
another Sovereign Pontiff, the unhappy 
Pius IX, invites our attention par- 
ticularly because the process of his 
beatification was inaugurated by Pius 
XII. This Pope’s was the longest 
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pontificate in the history of the Church. 

Reviewing a valuable book, The 
Mind of Pius XII by Robert C. Pollack, 
John Murray, distinguished reviewer 
for The Month (Jesuit monthly, pub- 
lished in London, England) summed up 
in a striking passage the best one 
would wish to remember about our late 
lamented and revered Sovereign Pontiff: 

There is no doubt that Pius XII has 

made a great personal impression 

throughout the world during his long 
and troubled years of Pontificate. 

His has been a voice of peace in a 

war-torn age: of sanity and balance 

amid so much fanaticism and excess: 
of great care for the dignity and 
liberties of man against monstrous 
totalitarian claims. While he has 
emphasized the evils of our times, 
there has been a ring of confidence in 
his tones. He has commended great- 
ness and courage as well as censured 
evil; and he has warmly welcomed 
and praised the achievements of 
modern science, while he has re- 
minded men of the dangers which at- 
tend them. His interest in interna- 
tional peace and harmony is evi- 
denced in many of his addresses since 
the famous Christmas allocution of 

1939. 

Editorialized the Boston Globe: 

The man was a symbol of the 
eternal stabilities in a tired, waver- 
ing, unstable world. While civiliza- 
tion shuddered under the blast, he 
stood as if a rock against which the 
forees of evil could not prevail. God, 
he knew, was on his side. 

About all one ean reasonably supply 
in complement of these eloquent tributes 
is to meditate upon his family name, 
upon his papal name, upon the motto 
he chose to be the raison d’étre of his 
entire pontificate. 
forget the significance of the 
pictured upon his Papal Coat of Arms, 
the dove bearing in its beak the olive 
branch of peace—for such is the etymo- 
logical derivation of Pacelli—bearing 


Nor must we ever 
dove 





peace to the hearts of the children of 
all men. 


POPE PIUS XII 


‘‘Habemus Papam’”’ 


Deserving of especial inspection after 
the death of a pope is the official and 
canonical legislation that accompanies 
the choice of his suecessor. It will be 
observed that there are five particulars 
which immediately enter into the elec- 
tion of the Supreme Pontiff: 


. Electors 
Candidates 


| 
2 
3. Time and Place of Election 
4. Balloting 

5 


_ “Habemus Panam” 
i 


ELECTORS 


Each member of the Papal Council, 
entitled Cardinal, has been, for eight 
centuries (since 1139), a qualified elec- 
tor of the Pontiff. The origin of the 
clector’s title needs no explanation to- 
day, except, perhaps, to restate it deri- 
vation from the Latin cardo (hinge). 
In the popular mind, and with justi- 
fication, are the cardinals picturesquely 
envisioned as hinges upon which the 
papal administration revolves. The 
Sacred College is divided into three 
categories (bishops, priests, deacons) 
and, when at full strength, as it was in 
1953, it comprises a body of seventy 
members. Nor, may it be remarked, 
since 1586-87, has the traditional num- 
her been permitted to vary. 

Viewed in striet) historical context, 
each ordo of this College was anciently 
invested with a distinetive responsi- 
bility. Six eardinal-bishops, as linear 
descendants of diocesan prelates who 
neighbored upon Rome, and who were 
summoned by the Chief Bishop to rep- 
resent him at ecclesiastical functions, 
and to counsel Synods, enjoy pre-emi- 
nence of title in the Apostolie College. 
Next to them in titular rank are the 


fifty ecardinal-priests, successors of the 
more important Roman priests. Four- 
teen cardinal-deacons, so-named _ be- 
cause their titles derive from those 
Roman deacons of old who assisted the 
Bishop of Rome in his celebration of 
the sacred mysteries, complete the car- 
dinalate ordo. 

While members of this august as- 
sembly have gained world reputation 
chiefly because they elect the Pope, it 
must never be forgotten that that is 
only one of their multitudinous duties. 
It is just as important to remember that, 
when occasion demands, they serve as 
envoys of the Holy Father, sometimes 
as legates, sometimes as nuncios. This 
observation explains the significance of 
a news heading: Cardinal Tisserant at 
Fatima Ceremonies. As __ personal 
representative of Pope Pius XII, this 
French Cardinal dedicated at Fatima 
in Portugal the new international head- 
quarters of the “Blue Army of Our 
Lady of Fatima.” 

Cardinals operate as papal advisers 
in consistory. They assist the Pontiff at 
liturgical functions. They may repre- 
sent the Holy See as legates and as 
nuncios, as accredited officials of the 
Vatican to civil governments. Cardinal 
Wolsey, as legatus a latere, learned to 
his sorrow that so exalted an honor can 
hecome, when government proves hos- 
tile, a perilous one. Occasionally a 
cardinal may be aceredited to a govern- 
ment which does not officially maintain 
ambassadorial relations with the Holy 
See. Then he is designated as an 
Apostolic Delegate. One more impor- 
tant obligation which the Sacred College 
must assume is to govern the Universal 
Church, sede apostolica vacante. Need 
it be remarked that a long delayed 
election would (and has in the past) 
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demonstrate the unenviable position the 
Sacred College would occupy. 


CANDIDATES 


Any male Catholic, who has attained 
the age of reason, can be elected Bishop 
of Rome. If such were to happen, the 
elect would be ordained and consecrated 
without undue delay, and then crowned. 
Of course a lay election resides in the 
realm of improbability. In fact, since 
1378, cardinals have been invariably 
elected. <A pope? Italians 
never put forth an exclusive claim to 
the papal throne. Nor could they. But 
it is interesting to remember that since 
the election of the Dutehman Adrian 
VI in 1522, a non-Italian (a “for- 
eigner”’) has never received the re- 
quired number of votes. This may ac- 
count for the traditional Vatican adage: 
“It takes the Italians to select the 
candidate; it takes the foreigners to 
make him Pope.” 

It will not be forgotten, either, that 
stringent legislation prevents cardinals 


foreign 


from discussing the suecession among 
themselves during the lifetime of the 


reigning Pontiff. A cardinal, indeed, 
may, humanly speaking, flatter himself 


that he is regarded as papabilis. If so, 
he might well reflect upon the truth of 
the disheartening quip, “He who enters 
the Conelave Pope leaves the Conclave 
a Cardinal.” Onee an American Emi- 
nenee, en route to the Conclave, re- 
peated this saying to a news reporter 
who inquired of him his chances for 
election. 


TIME AND PLACE 


Prior to the election of Pope Pius XI 
(1922) members of the Sacred College 
were required by law to enter Conclave 
not later than the tenth day after the 
death of the Pope. This was revised, 
however, when Pius had noted the ab- 
O'Connell and 


sence of Cardinals 


Dougherty, and learned that distance 
had prevented these men from meeting 
the deadline. Now legislation obliges 
the Conclave to open on the fifteenth 
day, and if necessary, on the eighteenth. 

The Conclave casts its ballots in the 
beautifully decorated Sistine Chapel in 
the Vatican Palace. To give emphasis 
to the importance of the election, the 
sacristan adorns the wall immediately 
behind the altar with a rich tapestry 
worked with a Descent of the Holy 
Ghost. The altar is canopied with a 
gorgeous violet 
vivid scarlet and burnished gold. Its 
predella supports a papal throne pre- 
Arranged 


brocade, bordered in 


pared to receive the elect. 
along the walls of this beautiful chapel 
stand thrones for the electors. Di- 
rectly in front of each throne has been 
stationed a writing table bearing the 
name and the coat of arms of the cardi- 
nal who will use it. The last appoint- 
ment of the Conelave Chapel is the 
large table which is reserved for the ex- 
clusive convenience of the Tellers. This 
table stands in front of the altar, and 
adjacent to it is placed the historic 
stove within which the ballots are 
burned. 


THE CONCLAVE 


Viterbo claims, and rightly so, the 
distinction of originating the Conelave. 
The story goes something like this. In 
1268 seventeen cardinals met in this 
Italian town to choose the successor of 
Pope Clement IV. When, after an in- 
terim of two and a half years, they 
failed to elect, the Viterbians took a 
strong view of the deadlock. So irate 
had they become, possibly remembering 
vividly the their unbidden 
guests had already cost them, that they 
adopted what thev thought was the 
most opportune measure to terminate 
the stalemate. They literally sealed up 


expense 


the cardinals within the — bishop’ 


: 


POPE PIUS XII 


palace, cum clave, and proceeded to 
starve them into 
themselves. 
bread and water, the electors soon came 
to see the matter in the light in which 
the Viterbians viewed it, and Gregory 
X emerged from the lockup, or, if you 
will, the “conclave,” the successful can- 
didate. Gregory immediately adopted 
the Viterbian strategy and perpetuated 
it with regulations which are much the 
same as those in force today. 

Quite naturally celebration of Mass 
prefaces the opening of the Conclave. 
It would be odd if this were not so. 
And quite naturally, too, it is the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit which is sought 
as the Dean of the Sacred College 
offers the Missa de Spiritu Sancto. 
The Holy Sacrifice is not celebrated in 
the Sistine, but in the Pauline Chapel. 
Each cardinal receives the Holy Eucha- 
rist, and at one point a Latin exhorta- 
tion is read, enjoining the electors to be 
prompt in their selection and dignified 
in their conduct during the Conclave. 

The morning activities terminate with 
lunch, after which a brief siesta is per- 
mitted. Each cardinal retires to his 
assigned apartment within the Con- 
clave area, and each is accompanied by 
his personal secretary and body servant. 
Here their Eminences will be quartered 
until they have chosen a new pope. All 
commerce with the outside world has 


ugreement 
Subjected to 


among 
rations of 


been temporarily discontinued. Not 
even the windows have been forgotten; 
they are painted over and sealed tightly 
by chains. Communication with the 
outside area will not be resumed until 
“white smoke over the Vatican” an- 
nounces the glad tidings: “Habemus 
Papam.” 


VOTING 


While the cardinals understand that 
they must assemble for Veni Creator 
in the Sistine Chapel at 5:00 p.m. on the 


opening day of the Conclave, they un- 
derstand, too, that they will not begin 
the balloting until the following morn- 
ing, after each elector has celebrated 
When Mass has been 
offered and breakfast taken, the cardi- 
nals file into the Sistine Chapel and 
occupy the thrones assigned to them. 
According to Conclave protocol, four 
votes are taken each day, two in the 
morning, two in the afternoon. This 
time-honored tradition is pursued until 


his own Mass. 


the required majority has been reached. 
This requires some further explanation. 

Prior to 1945 a two-thirds majority 
was needed. But Pius XII decreed that 
in the future a two-thirds majority, 
plus one was to be the rule. This new 
ruling greatly expedited the election. 
It eliminated a checking of signatures 
by the Tellers. It prevents a cardinal 
from voting for himself which would 
invalidate his election to the papacy. 

A ballot, which may be inspected in 
facsimile by the curious, is pictured in 
the Code of Canon Law. It will be 
observed, by examining the reproduc- 
tion, how the ballot must be folded, 
that is, in the way preseribed by the 
printed instructions. This prevents the 
Teller from reading any words except 
these: “I elect as Supreme Pontiff my 
Most Rev. Cardinal .........” 

Kven the easting of the ballot is a 
eeremonial matter. Eaeh  eardinal, 
vote in hand, approaches the altar in 
hierarchical order. He kneels momen- 
tarily to pray, then rises to recite the 
formal oath as he holds his ballot above 
a silver chalice placed before the taber- 
nacle. The oath he takes is worthy 
of a quote: “I call to witness the Lord 
Jesus, Who will be my Judge, that I am 
electing the one whom according to God 
I think ought to be elected.” Having 
recited these solemn words, he drops his 
ballot into the chalice, genufleets, and 
returns to his throne. 
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As soon as he has retired, three Tel- 
lers tally the result, and drop the bal- 
lots into a second silver chalice. Of 
course there is a possibility that the 
number of votes cast fails to equal the 
Such 


requires 


number of cardinals present. 


an improbable contingency 
that all ballots be burned at once. But 
when the correct count has been veri- 
fied, Teller Number One removes the 
ballots from the chalice, opens each one 
only as far as the unsealed portion, 
reads the name, and passes the ballot 
to Teller Number Two. This official 
verifies its content, and passes it on to 
Teller Number Three. It is the latter 
who reads the name aloud to enable the 
balloters to inscribe it on their indi- 
vidual tally sheets. 

A ritual of unique interest is per- 
formed when complete count has been 
taken. This is the impaling of the 
ballots on the point of a silver pike. 
It is executed by one of the Tellers, 
the one assigned to burn the ballots in 
the historic stove mentioned earlier. If 
the required majority is not reached, 
wet straw or wood shavings are placed 
in the stove with the ballots. The 
black from the 
chimney announces to the expectant 


smoke which pours 
crowds that another vote must be taken. 
White smoke, when the majority has 
been reached, and only the ballots are 
burned, proclaims “Habemus Papam,” 
and the news is greeted by a mighty 
shout of jubilation. In response to the 
tumultuous cheers, the Elect appears 
on the baleony to bestow, urbi et orbi, 
his first Apostolic Blessing. 


VIVA IL PAPA! 


Before the new Pontiff shows himself 
to the faithful packed into St. Peter’s 


Square, one more important particular 


must be observed within the Conclave 
area. Just as soon as a majority vote 
has been verified, the Cardinal Dean 
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poses a momentous question, and only 
the Elect can give the answer. “Do 
you wish to accept the Supreme Pontifi- 
cate?” I suppose it is the most impor- 
tant “Volo/Nolo” in this world. A 
reply of “Volo” seals the fate of the 
Klect. He is Pope usque ad mortem, for 
better, for worse. When the Dean hears 
this “Volo,” he begs the Holy Father 
to pronounce the papal name he wishes 
to adopt, for now he is Pater et Pastor 
His family name 
will never be uttered again until the 
Cardinal Camerlengo pronounces it on 


Omnium Fidelium. 


the day of his death. 

The moment the Elect has accepted, 
his decision is ratified by a significant 
gesture of his colleagues. The canopies 
adorning the thrones of the unsuccessful 
candidates are lowered in token of their 
respect to the new Pope. The new Pon- 
tiff is conducted to the altar where he 
kneels in prayer for divine guidance. 
He retires to the sacristy where he is 
vested with the white cassock worn 
always by a pope. Then he rejoins the 
cardinals and occupies his throne while 
he receives their homage. Each member 
of the Sacred College touches his foot 
with the lips and repeats the same 
act of homage kissing the papal hand. 
His Holiness reciprocates by embracing 
each cardinal and bestowing upon him 
the kiss of peace. 

Before the new Pope is presented to 
the Romans, he either confirms the 
Cardinal Camerlengo in office or ap- 
points a new one. This he must do at 
once because it is from the hands of 
this Vatiean official that the Eleet 
receives the Fisherman’s Ring, token 
When this final 
tradition has been complied with, noth- 


of his papal authority. 


ing remains except the solemn presenta- 
tion of the Pontiff to the populace as- 
sembled in St. Peter’s Square. This 
august act is accomplished by the 
senior Cardinal-Deacon. He proceeds 


POPE PIUS XII 
to the great central balcony of the 
world’s largest basilica, and from that 
prominent height he announces to the 
impatient crowd in the square below 
him the confirmation of the election: 
“I bring you tidings of great joy. We 
have a Pope, the most eminent and the 
most reverend Lord...... Who has 
taken the name of ...... 

At this moment a spectacle of medi- 
eval splendor provides the grand climax 
of this religious drama. Swiss Guards, 
uniformed in a military attire (the de- 
sign of Michelangelo), a corps of Noble 
and Palatine Guards, members of the 
diplomatie corps accredited to Vatican 
State, each in precise and orderly de- 
tachment form in their respective posi- 
Above, 
on the baleony, the Sacred College ap- 


tions in the immense square. 


pears in solémn procession and ranges 
itself to right and to left to leave the 
central area free to accommodate His 
Holiness who brings up the rear of the 
He wears his white ecassock. 
His shoulders are draped by a magni- 
ficent searlet mantle. 


retinue. 


By intuitive consent a profound si- 
lence engulfs the tremendous crowd. 
Acting as a single individual, it falls 
upon its knees, and thousands of faces, 
alight with the radiance of rapturous 
joy, turn in expectant delight to study 
the countenance of the man in white. 


ilis Holiness raises his hand in gesture 
vt! benediction “to the City and the 
World.” It is a moment in history 
when the material world seems to stand 
still, awed by the repetition of this 
rituals. The Holy 
Father literally flings wide his out- 
stretched arms as if to encompass and 
press to his heart the entire human race. 
“Viva il Papa!” replies the throng. 
“Vivail Papa!” “Viva—Viva—Viva.” 
The refrain is taken up by all the 
church bells in Rome: “Viva—Viva— 
Viva. Habemus Papam, Papam, 
Papam, Papam!” Joyously an entire 
world catches the infectious enthusiasm 
of the hour. 


most ancient of 


The Old Church goes on. 
Habemus Papam. 

Such is the venerable procedure be- 
stowing upon us the 261st suecessor of 
the Prince of the Apostles. Such will 
it be when His Holiness Pope . ‘ 
takes his own honored place among the 
tombs of his illustrious predecessors. 
God grant that that hour will be long 
delayed! At any rate, come what may, 


habemus Papam. God grant, too, 
pontificate will be a 


lengthy one, and equally as memorable 


that the new 


for its contributions to the Universal 
Church as have been the pontifieates of 
his 261 predecessors. 


Viva u Papa! Long live the Pope! 
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Science, Theology 
and the Social Order 


In the first of this two-part series 
(Oct., 1958) Fr. Cervantes discussed 
five social problems: war; the eco- 
nomic problem; the problem of preju- 
dice; mental illness and alcoholism. 
In this article he turns his attention 
to infants without love, to juvenile 
delinquency and divorce, then re- 
solves this thesis under the broad 
heading of “theology revisited.” 


VI. Infants without Love 


Parents may readily realize that if a 
child is deprived of love he will prob- 
ably die. Non-parents may not realize 
this. At least this celibate did not until 
this past year. Since I had to line up 
some educational television programs, 
it seemed like a good idea to contact the 
child psyehiatrist, Dr. 

He willingly obliged 


world-famous 

Rene A. Spitz. 
and in the process he dramatically and 
scientifically demonstrated the impor- 
tance of love even from a purely organic 
level. 
long career Dr. Spitz has been doing 


and = survival Throughout his 
eceare} he ed , 70 ] he j 

research on the need of love in the in- 
fant’s life. 
rado Psychopathie Hospital in Denver 


In his film library at Colo- 


he has a lifetime of visual evidence 
of what may be called the organic im- 
port of love. One of the most note- 
worthy of these films is that one termed 
“Grief.” Dr. Spitz took this documen- 
tary film in a South American foundling 
home. It records the tragie story of a 
group of 97 babies ranging in age from 
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three months to three years who had 
been deprived of affeetional love. 


“ONE-TENTH OF A MOTHER” 


These infants were in the ordinary 
sense neither neglected nor abused. On 
the contrary, the orphanage in which 
they had been placed was well equipped 
and by all material standards well rur. 
The children were given normal routine 
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care, were adequately fed, clothed and 
given proper medical attention. There 
was plenty of light and air, toys and 
freedom. Only one element was lack- 
ing. The institution was badly under- 
staffed and each nurse had to eare for 
ten or more of the helpless orphans. 
The nurses simply did not have ade- 
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quate time to give the children the fon- 
dling and love that thy needed. “‘Kach 
infant had the equivalent of one-tenth 
of a mother,” Dr. Spitz remarked, “and 
this was not enough.” The burden of 
daily chores was so great that the nurses 
could do little more than feed, change 
and bathe the children. They had no 
time to play or “emotionalize” with 
their charges. As frequently happens in 
such circumstances, the nurses them- 
selves feared to give any emotional sup- 
port to the children or allow anyone else 
to do it, knowing that once it was 
started the children would require more 
and more. And so it eventuated that 
these infants were left by themselves to 
live in stark loneliness. 


NOT BY MILK ALONE 


And now a sorrowful development 
ensued. Frustrated needs and tensions 
for food and love turn to panic, rage, 
hate, aggression, exhaustion, with- 
drawal, mental and organic disintegra- 
tion, and in many cases death itself. 
The infant, who in his prenatal state 
had his slightest needs automatically 
provided for, now, after the trauma of 
birth, finds himself all but abandoned. 
The lonely waif who once was safe and 
serene within his mother’s body now 
finds that his very life depends upon his 
enlisting the assistance of those who are 
unwilling or unable to help him. For 
the first time he has imperative vital 
needs unsatisfied. Denied the double 
staff of life—food and love—he now 
plunges into that primeval drama des- 
tined to be played in every nursery 
from palace to slum the world round 
but with unique pathos within the iso- 
lated and frequently loveless walls of 
foundling institutions. He screams in 
rage, he chokes, his whole body becomes 
rigid as he thrashes in his frustrations. 


Within time his vigor wanes and he 
sinks into a black and lonely world from 
which the sun and bright stars seem to 
have vanished forever. He has reacted 
against his own rage, hate, aggression, 
guilt and pain by withdrawing into an- 
other world. Schizophrenia has set in. 
Within three months grave symptoms of 
abnormality become painfully appar- 
ent. The children lose their appetites, 
are unable to sleep and show a mournful 
vacuity of expression in their eyes and 
face and general demeanor. By the end 
of five months, deterioration has set in 
with accelerated swiftness. Most of the 
infants become shrunken beyond recog- 
nition. In the film one sees that these 
South American foundling children lie 
whimpering and trembling and _ their 
faces and limbs are twisted into gro- 
tesque expressions even as was the 
abandoned 6-month-old loveless child 
whom Dr. Spitz had a nurse bring in 
when explaining this phenomenon of 
loveless lives. In the film there is a 
typical harrowing sequence in which the 
doctor tries to comfort a 15-month-old 
girl who had failed to progress beyond 
the biological three-month level. He 
picks her up very gently and smiles. 
But the child screams in wide-eyed 
panic. One hand clutches at the doctor 
for protection; the other beats wildly 
at him in terror. In this child’s ago- 
nized countenance one can discern the 
horrifying features of a person driven 
out of his mind by loneliness and fear 
and insecurity. It is the face, beyond 
all power to alter, of an idiot. Again 
there are the 8-month-old twin boys, 
one of whom was arrested at the three- 
month level development, while his 
brother makes the vague meaningless 
gestures of the demented. 

Checking on what became of the un- 
loved foundlings, Dr. Spitz found that 
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no fewer than 27 (or 30 per cent) had 
died in their first year. Seven more 
died in the second year. Another 21 
who remained in the institution man- 
aged to survive, but they were already 
so searred by life that they could be 
classed only as hopeless neuroties or 
worse. Those who died, explains Dr. 
Spitz, suffered a gradual breakdown un- 
der stress; the stress syndrome is char- 
acterized first by hypersensitivity, then 
rigidity, then loss of appetite, sleepless- 
ness and ends with the inability to 
Withstand even minor ailments. Lack- 
ing normal love they have been crippled 
for life. 


SOURCE OF SOCIAL INFECTION 


English psychiatrist John Bowlby 
made a study of the effects of the lack 
of love on children for the World Health 
He found the same ap- 
palling facts: institutional death rates 
of children are fantastically high. 
Those who do survive frequently are 
wan, listless, apathetic or psychotic. A 
baby who is fed food alone, without be- 
ing held and fondled by the same person 
day after day, is only half fed. Volun- 
teer “Baby Fondlers” or “Pharaoh’s 
Daughters” 
many hospitals.» The effects of the lack 


Organization. 


are standard personnel in 


of love upon children is found to be 
cumulative; as Dr. Bowlby found: 


Children who suffer deprivation grow 
up lacking the capacity to care for 
their own children. Deprived chil- 
dren are a source of social infection 
as real and serious as the carriers of 
diphtheria and typhoid. 

The feeling of security that love 
brings to the child enables the child to 
walk sooner, talk sooner, and, in gen- 
eral, organically to mature faster. If 
the safety net of security is removed, 
even standing up becomes a terrifying 


experience. In Paris a Dr. Alastair 
MacLeod made a film recording of two 
and three-year olds who had known as 
many as six or seven foster homes. In 
the documentary they are shown sit- 
ting and lying on the floor, refusing to 
stand or walk. They do not speak. A 
whole roomful of them are soundless. 
They stare blankly ahead without fo- 
cusing their eyes, merely rocking mo- 
notonously back and forth for hours at 
a time. Man does not live by bread 
alone. And neither does an infant live 
by milk alone. 


MAN IS A SOCIAL ANIMAL 


We are now in a position to note that 
science has found that, even from a 
purely biological level, love is neces- 
sary for life as it’s found to be neces- 
sary for sanity. “It is not good for man 
to be alone” is a penetrating biblical 
analysis of human nature referring pri- 
marily to marriage but which ean with 
equal pertinency be applied to man, 
woman, child and even amoeba. If we 
wish to understand why an infant will 
disintegrate mentally and_ physically 
when he is unloved and isolated, let us 
take the example of fully grown and ex- 
tremely hardy men: convicts, for in- 
stance. The worse punishment for con- 
victs is not physical punishment of whip 
or chain or inadequate food, but solitary 
confinement. Ex-convict Arthur Barry 
gives us an insight into the horrors of 
during his 


loneliness as experienced 


vear’s stretch of solitary: 


And so I spent 23 hours a day in 
that 6’-by-8’ cell. Always I had 
to fight the impulse to scream or 
bang my head against the wall... 
I saw about 20 men taken out of 
isolation—some in straight jackets 
—in a state of screaming insanity. 
But there was another form of es- 
‘ape. A man would lapse into what 
is known as “prison stupor,” which is 


d 
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living death. Failing to keep his 

mind active, the prisoner retreats into 

the past and gradually loses contact 
with reality. In prison lingo, he is 

“ready for the straw hat”—the men- 

tal institution.' 

“Tt is not good for man to be alone”’; 
it is not good for an infant to be alone; 
and this secret of life is further ampli- 
fied in that science has found that it is 
not even good for the amoeba to be 
alone. In scientific confirmation of the 
fact that even the lowest form of life has 
within the well-springs of its being the 
need to be with others, we can take the 
experiments of Professor Lorande L. 
Woodruff, the Yale University biologist, 
who years ago proved that even the 
amoeba, the simplest cell-structure pos- 
sible and one which can reproduce by 
self-division, grows feeble and dies if 
it remains by itself. But place the 
languishing solitary amoeba or _ its 
cousin, the protozoon, with one of its 
own kind and the picture changes radi- 
‘ally. The ailing monocellular animal- 
cules begin to thrive and energetically 
go about this business of living. In 
such an experiment the scientist was 
able to trace several protozoon who, 
individually isolated, would have 
rapidly died out, through 3,000 genera- 
tions. There is also the case of a self- 
producing paramecium which, isolated, 
would have become extinct: its hearty 
history in the company of others was 
traced through 20,000 generations. Sci- 
ence has come to the conelusion that 
interchange of vital energy is at the 
basis of life itself; on a human level the 
interchange of psychie energy is the 
homologue. Man is a social animal and 
love is the fulfillment of his being from 
the physical, emotional and spiritual 
viewpoints. Love, as both science and 


™ Barry, Arthur, “99 Years Is Too Long to 
Wait,” Parade, May 25, 1958, p. 7. 


theology now affirm, is not a de luxe 
item in our lives; love is as essential to 
us as the blood we circulate and the 
hormones we elaborate. 


VII. Juvenile Delinquency 


Within the next twelve months in the 
United States more than one million 
boys and girls will commit crimes seri- 
ous enough to cause them to be appre- 
hended by the police. How many mil- 
lion more will commit such crimes but 
elude the toils of the law is anyone’s 
guess. But we are more certain of this: 
within the past seven years the juvenile 
crime rate has sky-rocketed seventy 
per cent while the juvenile population 
has grown only sixteen per cent. The 
delinquent of today is in training to be 
the criminal of tomorrow. There are 
already five times as many adult crimi- 
nals as there are college graduates. It 
is estimated that every third home in 
the United States harbors a delinquent. 

The delinquencies of which our youth 
are guilty are not mere peccadilloes 
such as name-calling and curfew viola- 
tions; in many cases they are brazen 
and brutal crimes: burglary, arson, 
vandalism, rape, strongarm, shoplift- 
ing, torture, murder. In New York one 
out of three major crimes involves a 
juvenile; in Detroit three out of four 
car thieves are youngsters. 

The delinquency of girls involved in 
the tragedies of illegitimacy is likewise 
a growing problem. A consistent rise in 
illegitimate births, year after year, has 
been recorded by the U.S. Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare. 
Among girls of 15 years or younger 
there has been a nationwide increase of 
30 per cent since 1949. This is es- 
pecially noticeable in large cities. In 
Chieago the number of unmarried 
mothers under 18 in social agency cases 
has multiplied fourfold in the past 
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decade. A survey of 13 Washington, 
D. C., public schools disclosed that 
illegitimate births had shot up 1,000 
per cent since 1949. In New York, last 
November, 1,250 pregnant unwed girls, 
15 or younger, were dismissed from 
publie schools during the first two 
months of the school year. In a sam- 
pling from 20 states it was revealed that 
the largest single age group admitted 
to maternity homes for the unmarried 
is the 15-year-old! 


SOCIAL SCIENTISTS EXPLAIN 


What do the social scientists say 
about the cause of delinquency and 
crime? In the past there has been a 
wide divergence of primary causes to 
which crime has been attributed. For 
years the Lombroso theory was domi- 
nant. Caesare Lombroso maintained 
that the criminal is ‘an atavistic being 
who reproduces in his person the fero- 
cious instincts of primitive humanity 
and inferior animals.” The “born 
criminals were supposedly marked by 


” 


various physical “stigmata” or adverse 
body characteristics. For instance they 
were presumably characterized by one 
of the six head types: dome-shape; 
flat and low; keel shape; bulging; 
sugar-loaf; under-size: they will like- 
wise have prominent cheekbones, re- 
ceding foreheads, protruding or reced- 
ing jaws, gorilla-like arms, ete. Plato 
had long ago used the same arguments 
to “prove” that the low-browed, round- 
shouldered, listless sluggard was “natu- 
rally” predetermined a slave by birth. 
More recently the following theories 
have been advanced: 


a. Burgess and Park’s cultural 
area theory. In a brilliant schematic 
concentric zone theory it is postulated 
that the closer to the slum, the closer 
to the source of crime. 

b. Shaw and McKay: Poverty, 
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neighborhood and community en- 


vironment. 

ce. Zorbaugh: Gang association re- 
sulting from failure of family and 
community control. Gluecks point 
out that 99 per cent of delinquents 
travel in gangs whereas only 7 per 
cent of controls do. 

d. Gillin: Cultural disharmony in 
parental home; early termination of 
school; insecurity; gang affiliations. 

e. Wood: Internal cultural con- 
flicts between home and child. 

f. McCormick: Excitement of 
crime. Deviant peer associates. 

g. Sutherland-Cressy: Differential 
association theory. Crime is learned 
from associates. 


More and more of the modern litera- 
ture, however, is stressing the impor- 
tance of parental control and direction. 
Broken homes are once again brought 
into focus as the ready environment in 
which delinquents are nurtured. In a 
recent reliable analysis of 44,448 de- 
linquency cases that were handled in 
a five-year period in the Philadelphia 
Municipal Court it was found that girls 
more than boys, Negroes more than 
whites and recidivists rather than first 
offenders come from broken homes. 
The incidence of broken homes among 
delinquents ranges from 33 per cent of 
all cases of white boys to 75 per cent 
of the cases of Negro girls; more than 
50 per cent of delinquent white girls 
and negro boys come from broken 
homes. Research in Colorado and 
Texas reform schools indicates that even 
the percentage of delinquents’ homes 
which seem to be intact should be taken 
with reservation, for on further investi- 
gation it is found that those delinquent 
youths’ homes which are originally 
stated to be intact have really had the 
father an alcoholic, or missing, or in jail, 
ete. More than 9 out of 10 homes of de- 
linquents were found to be_ broken. 
The conclusion of the Philadelphia 
study is typical of the growing con- 
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sensus of behavioral scientists: 


The place of the home in the gene- 
sis of normal or delinquent patterns 
of behavior should receive greater 
practical recognition. The relation- 
ship is so strong that, if ways could 
be found to do it, a strengthening 
and preserving of family life, among 
the groups which need it most, could 
probably accomplish more in the 
amelioration and prevention of ju- 
venile delinquency and other prob- 
lems than any other single program 
yet devised.?* 

HOW TO MAKE A DELINQUENT 


In order to get a fresh insight into the 
problem of delinquency, I made an 
appointment with a famous juvenile 
court judge who has been hearing cases 
and doing outstanding, internationally 
recognized work for over 20 years. Be- 
fore the interview I sat in his court and 
watched the dismal line of youthful 
offenders and their parents being proc- 
essed before the tribunal bench: 

Here was Ellen, apparently a sweet 
little blonde girl of fourteen, accused 
of ineorrigibility, runaway, shoplifting. 

Here is Robert, the silky down of 
adolescence upon his ruddy cheek, ac- 
cused of rape. 

Here is a shifty, steely-eyed taut- 
lipped Negro of sixteen. Chuck has 
been in trouble with the police since 
before he was ten: robbery and assault. 

And inarticulate Emmanuel: sulky 
child of Mexican immigrants; a mem- 
ber of a tatooed gang seeking recogni- 
tion and security in a clique who have 
dramatically sworn to one another that 
they would uphold with their lives their 
gang’s perverted ideals. 

Here is a sixteen-year-old Kenneth, 
immaculately groomed, an appearance 


'’ Monahan, Thomas P., “Family Status and 
the Delinquent Child: A Reappraisal and 
Some New Findings,” Social Forces, March 
1957, pp. 250-258. 


of affluence in his fuzzy Harris tweed 
suit; he is with his mortified wealthy 
father. Kenneth, from a home in the 
country-club district of the suburbs, 
leader of his class, a church and club 
member, intelligent, alert, but, with his 
parents out of town, he stole a ear 
and smashed it into another car. 

After witnessing this disturbing spec- 
tacle for two hours and realizing that 
such an army of wayward youth had 
been filing past this Judge’s bench for 
two decades, I was eager to be seated 
with him at lunch and present my ques- 
tion: “Judge, what in your opinion 
makes a delinquent a delinquent?” 

Since Judge Phillip B. Gilliam’s an- 
swer was so original and practical and 
gives such new insights into the prob- 
lem of delinquency I want to set it 
down here: 


You ask what makes a delinquent 
a delinquent. In any specific case 
it could be any number of a thou- 
sand different causes. Ultimately all 
crime in a sane person would mean 
that he has inadequate respect or 
love for God and his neighbor. But 
if I do not know what specifically has 
caused individual delinquents to be- 
come delinquents, I can give you 
some rules on how parents can make 
a delinquent. If parents follow these 
rules carefully I will guarantee that 
their child will become a delinquent 
and subsequently be tried in a ju- 
venile court. This set of rules is all 
but infallible: 


Don’t give your son any religious 
or spiritual training. Just take care 
of his bodily needs. 

In his presence don’t be respectful 
of womanhood or of law and govern- 
ment. Belittle “dames” and the 
courts, the police, public officials, the 
school, the church, and _ business. 
“Tt’s all a racket!” 

Never look for the real cause for 
untruthfulness in your child. You 
might discover he learned the art of 
lying from you. 
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Never try to answer the endless 
“WHYS” and “HOWS” of your chil- 
dren, because it pays to be ignorant. 

Be sure to humiliate your child in 
the presence of his friends. It adds 
to respect for you. 

If a conflict in wills arises between 
you and your child, don’t try to rea- 
son with him. Knock him down. 
Your father was boss of his home, 
and the kids may as well learn the 
“hard” way. 

Don’t have any constructive disci- 
pline, and disagree with your wife or 
husband in the child’s presence so 
that the child will learn on whom to 
depend. 

Be sure to criticize departed guests 
in the presence of your child. He 
will respect your integrity. 

Never give your child a reason for 
the commands laid upon him; let him 
guess. It is much easier that way. 

Don’t consider his educational and 
emotional development a parental re- 
sponsibility. What are schools for? 

Don’t let him discuss his plans, 
problems, or pleasures with you. Just 
be too busy so he won’t develop affec- 
tion or security or trust in you. 

Don’t open your home to his com- 
panions; they will muss up the place. 
And don’t be concerned where he 
spends his free time. 

Don’t teach your child to be toler- 
ant toward people who differ from 
him in race, color, or creed. Teach- 
ing unfairness in others is an excel- 
lent method for training a bad citi- 
zen. 

Don’t give him an allowance, be- 
cause he might learn how to save or 
spend. Don’t ask him to give the 
community needs or services. Just 
“dig down” yourself. That’s the 
easier way. 

Don’t be calm and poised. Be 
shocked and explode when he tells 
you he has done something wrong. 
Then he won’t confide in you the next 
time. 

Don’t make a pal of him. Go alone 
to your sports and entertainment. 
He would only be in the way. 

Always buy your children the most 
expensive games and toys because if 
you get something simple they might 
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have to use their imagination and 
who wants that side of a child de- 
veloped? 

Never let your child forget that 
only for you he would not have a 
roof over his head. You will be- 
come a pain in the neck to your 
child, and he loves to hear about the 
many sacrifices you make for him. 

Be sure and keep your home from 
being a center of cheer. Make it a 
dumping ground for your grouches. 
Your child will love your thoughtful- 
ness. 

Be sure to forget the promises you 
make to your child because he will 
forget the promises he makes to you 
later, and children have no sense of 
appreciation. 

Always accuse your daughter of 
being promiscuous with every date 
she goes out with so that she will be 
impressed with the fact that you were 
a “good woman” when you were out 
with the boys. 

Always leave your car keys in the 
ear. This encourages stealing, and 
since 98% of the car thefts are caused 
by this method, it proves that you are 
doing your part to encourage de- 
linquency. 

Never praise your child for his 
worthwhile effort because he might 
take advantage of your effort and 
try harder to please you in the fu- 
ture. 

Never give your child any affec- 
tion, and never, never tell him how 
much you love him. He will get the 
idea you are a softy, and you 
wouldn’t want him to get that im- 
pression of you. 

If you forget all the above, just 
remember this one. Be a poor ex- 
ample yourself. You know, “Do as 
I say; it’s no one’s business what I 


The knowledgeable and refreshing 
insight into the making of a delinquent 
but confirms our thesis that modern 
science and modern theology are at a 
harmonious one in the analysis of the 
nature and cure of the growing social 
problem of delinquency. 





SCIENCE, THEOLOGY AND THE SOCIAL ORDER 


VIll. Divorce 


More than twenty-five per cent of 
the children of the United States are 
deprived of their birthright to be 
brought up by their own mother and 
father. “As a result of the mounting 
number of divorces, separations and 
desertion, about 12,000,000 of the 45,- 
000,000 children in the United States 
do not live with both parents.”!* 

Social scientists are tardily coming 
to recognize the malignancy of this so- 
cial disease. The family disintegration 
inherent in the cancerous multiplication 
of divorce affects not just two people 
but three classes of society: 1) the 
children, 2) the married, 3) the com- 
munity. That the children are trau- 
matically injured by the divorce of their 
parents is becoming more of a social 
datum. Indications are seen in the 
high incidence of neurosis and psychosis 
among children of broken families, the 
high rate of drop-out from the educa- 
tional process, the grossly disproportion- 
ate number of children of the divorced 
who later end up in institutions for the 
“orphans,” for delinquents, for erimi- 
nals, for aleoholies, for drug addicts and 
for general public charges.* The stock 
casual justification of diverce, “Isn't 
it better to have divorce than to have 
the children subjected to the constant 
quarreling of parents?,” is no longer 
socially solvent. Social scientists are 
beginning to ask: “Is it necessary for 
two mature parents to be constantly 
quarreling, especially before the chil- 


dren?” 


STATISTICS CANNOT CRY 
The married themselves suffer from 


4 Sorokin, Pitirim, The American Sex 
Revolution, Boston: Porter Sargent Pub- 
lishers, 1956, p. 8. 
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Chicago: Regnery Publishing Co., 1956, pp. 
556-564. 


the possibility of divorce. It introduces 
insecurity under the foundation of the 
home. The rise of such an organiza- 
tion as “Divorecees Anonymous” is an 
indication that even those who avail 
themselves of the legal fiction of the 
right to remarry are not happy with 
the system. The bloodless statistics of 
divorce and desertion cannot cover the 
dimension of the problem. Granted 
that we know that in many jurisdic- 
tions divorce cases have long outnum- 
bered all other civil actions combined, 
granted that our statistics indicate that 
each year more than 400,000 marriages 
fail and that additional hundreds of 
thousands of families are disrupted to 
the point of divorce or desertion, mere 
figures cannot capture the disintegra- 
tive dynamic of the process even on a 
social level much less on the spiritual 
and moral. It was Judge Paul W. Alex- 
ander of the Domestic Relations Court 
of Toledo who recently developed this 
point: 


Statistics cannot paint a true pic- 
ture... (it is not just) two human 
beings, but about half the time sev- 
eral humans beings, some of them 
small and helpless. 


Maybe it’s a mother who has come 
clear across town, lugging her wailing 
infant in her arms, “to see the judge” 
who will give her the divorce that 
she thinks will end all her misery and 
restore her lost happiness. 

Maybe it’s a husband who couldn’t 
keep up with his abler wife and took 
to drink and now is terror-stricken at 
the prospect of losing her. 

Maybe it’s a heedless pair of 
youngsters who married for love of 
the wrong kind and now propose to 
get rid of their baby and of each other 
so they can each go out and have un- 
fettered fun. 

Maybe it’s a faded, elderly matron 
who loyally stuck it out with her 
husband until the family was raised 
and now wants a divorce so she can 
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suffer in solitude, not knowing or 
-aring how or where she will live. 

Maybe it’s a soft-spoken, well- 
groomed lady who avoids the judge’s 
experienced eye, and responds to a 
few pointed questions with a burst of 
tears and a confession she doesn’t 
want a divorce and is just doing it 
because she thinks her husband wants 
her to. 

Maybe it’s a hardened beauty who 
has cast covetous eyes upon Mr. Tall, 
Dark and Handsome, who was quite 
willing to be persuaded of the greater 
intensity of the verdure in the other 
pasture, and who is also seeking a 
divorce from his wife. 

Maybe it’s an absconding husband 
and father who artfully tried to turn 
the tables by claiming wife and 
family abandoned him years ago and 
their whereabouts are unknown. 

Maybe it’s a couple who parted in 
the heat of a quarrel and each is too 
proud to unbend or doesn’t know how 
to go about making amends. 

Maybe it’s a pair who could get 
along with each other all right, but 
who have been driven apart by de- 
signing in-laws. 

Whatever the type of problem, 
there passes before the court a steady 
stream of people, humans in trouble, 
in distress. Something is badly out 
of kilter. The most serious thing in 
their lives has gone radically wrong. 
What started out with such promise 
to be a thing of beauty and a joy for- 
ever has become an ugly thing of tor- 
ture and potential agony forever.”!® 


TAXPAYER AND DIVORCE 


Society likewise has a tremendous 
stake in the institution of marriage. 
From this cell the members of society 
are recruited. The failure of the family 
means that the community will have to 
pay the price in various ways. For in- 


* Alexander, Judge Paul W., “Legal Science 
and the Social Sciences: The Family Court,” 
Marriage and Family Living, May, 1958, pp. 
134-135. 
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stance: in 1955, disruption in family 
life cost state and federal government 
in direct public assistance grants $639,- 
000,000. Twenty years earlier, when 
the Social Security Act was first initi- 
ated, 80 per cent of these Aid to De- 
pendent Children grants was going to 
the support of orphaned children. By 
1955 only 17 per cent of the grants was 
for orphans, while 60 per cent of the 
money—over a third of a billion dollars 
—was going to support families where 
the father was estranged.4* An irony 
of the situation is that inadequate wives 
and abseonding husbands have _ been 
relatively immune from public censure. 
Even publie-minded citizens were lulled 
into the belief that marriage is a purely 
personal affair, and divorce merely a 
matter of “religious” preferences. But 
there is a noticeable trend among social 
scientists today to recognize that when 
a man deserts his family and leaves 
them to be supported out of public 
funds he is as guilty of stealing from the 
publie coffers as is the embezzler and 
common thief. 

“What are the causes of divorce?” 
Such was the question put this very 
month by a newly appointed marriage 
counselor for the Denver Counciliation 
Service. 

In metropolitan areas it is common 
that the number of divorces filed will 
be higher than 50 per cent of the nuwn- 
ber of marriage licenses issued. This 
would statistically give marriages less 
than a 50-50 chance of survival. There 
are not a few judges and lawyers who 
have come to believe that the cost of 
our present divorce system in terms of 
human tragedy has become uncon- 
scionably high. They are trying to 
make a reconciliation service a fune- 


* Monahan, Thomas P., “Familv Fugitives,” 


Marriage and Family Living, May, 1958, p. 
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SCIENCE, THEOLOGY AND THE SOCIAL ORDER 


tion of the children and family court 
Xosecoe Pound describes 
development in law 
Locally we 
have a Judge Edward E. Pringle, head 
of Denver’s Domestic Relations Court, 


system which 
as the greatest 
since the Magna Charta. 


who is following Los Angeles’ Judge 
Louis H. Burke’s example in establish- 
ing a Conciliation Court... . 

“What are the causes of divorce?” 
It is extremely simple to cite any one 
of the lists that various social scien- 
Fr. John Thomas’ 
list, for instance, is as accurate and 


tists have assembled. 


From his 
sample of 7,000 case histories of mari- 
tal disruptions he found the following 
reasons alleged as the chief cause of the 
Excessive drinking, 29.8 per 
cent of the cases; unfaithfulness, 24.8; 
irresponsibility, 12.4; difference of tem- 
perament, 12.1; in-law trouble, 7.2; sex 
maladjustments, 5.4; mental illness, 
3.0; religious differences, 2.9; financial 
difficulties, 0.7; miscellaneous, 1.7; 
total: 100 per cent. 


adequate as can be obtained. 


divoree: 


BASIC CAUSE OF DIVORCE 


The obvious deficiency of even the 
best of such listings is that the one 
chief cause of divorce is never men- 
tioned. Granted that the alleged rea- 
sons are the legal hooks upon which the 
divoreing plaintiff hangs his discarded 
marriage partner, those hooks are not 
the real reason he discarded the partner. 
Lack of love was the real reason. If 
there had been enough love between 
them, no one in the world could have 
separated them. If there had been 
enough love, they would no more have 
thought of getting a divorce from each 
other than they would have thought of 
getting a divorce from their heart. 

Leading the way in the fight for the 
Conciliation Courts, Judge Burke has 


written a classic work entitled With 
This Ring (McGraw-Hill Book Co., 
1958). From his experience in hearing 
thousands of divorce cases this pre- 
siding judge of the Los Angeles Su- 
perior Court came to severe judgments 
concerning the American 
standing of the term “love.” 


misunder- 
A highly 
eroticized romantic love complex has 
blinded the publie to the fact that love 
is primarily the seeking of the good of 
another and that marriage is a social 
dedication under God. The Hollywood 


romantic ending ‘and they lived 
happily, happily ever after’ has 
helped foster the pathological belief 


that romantic love will solve all prob- 
lems in marriage automatically. Sex 
has been confused with a magic key to 
perpetual happiness, and love has been 
demoted to a cardiac-respiratory emo- 
tionalization. But romance has been 
so elevated as far as marital expecta- 
tions are concerned that its victims are 
doomed to a life of frustration, for it 
bids its habitues to expect the impos- 
sible. 

Judge Burke’s famous reconciliation 
agreement is really a treatise on “The 
nature of love, human and divine: How 
to reduce it to everyday married living.” 
To those couples originally seeking a 
divorcee, but now seeking reconciliation, 
the Judge includes in the reconciliation 
agreement the following pertinent re- 
marks: 


Falling out of love: When people 
say they are “falling out of love,” 
they usually mean out of romantic or 
passionate love. Often it is just the 
beginning of real love. In the first 
stage of love, the joys, the journeys, 
the pleasures, the presents, the holi- 
days were necessary to help build it 
up. Now, it is the illnesses, the ob- 
stacles, the sorrows, and the sacrifices 
which sustain and strengthen it... 

Love and affection: Each party 
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agrees to exert every effort to treat 
the other with consideration, love 
and understanding at all times. . . 

Children . . . The coming of chil- 
dren must not be permitted to dis- 
turb the warm relationship between 
husband and wife . . . God entrusts in 
the parents a new life, a body, and a 
soul. The child is His child and 
theirs. They become God’s agents in 
the upbringing of the child ... We 
realize that the child is the outgrowth 
of the love of its parents... 

Importance of lovemaking . . . love 
is just as necessary for their happi- 
ness and welfare as their food and 
drink . . . Such love, between husband 
and wife, is so strong a force for de- 
veloping all that is good in human 
nature, that wise couples will not 
suffer their mutual attachment to be- 
come casual and commonplace under 
the spell of monotony, or to languish 
with neglect or to degenerate into 
mere selfish passion; for they will 
realize that in this life they possess 
nature’s most valued treasure—the 
loyal love of a human heart. 

Family Prayer. We have indi- 
cated to the Court that we believe in 
the existence of a Supreme Being and 
in the efficacy of prayer. We believe 
that the saying “The family that 
prays together stays together” has 
real merit .. . We agree that we will 
make every effort to recite a daily 
prayer together, asking the Blessings 
of Almighty God upon our family” 
(Ibid. pp. 272-280). 


Once again it is patent that social 
science leads in the direction of theol- 
ogy in indicating that the answer to this 
key social problem is in the increase in 
love both human and divine. 


THEOLOGY REVISITED 


Having completed our pilgrimage to 
the pagan lands of biology, economics, 
social psychology, sociology, political 
and military science, psychiatry, alco- 
holie-therapy, delinquency and crime, 
divorce and desertion, we, as other 
Galahads, can make our weary way 
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back to our Christian homeland of 
theology. As we make our way back 
mulling over the words of the wizards 
and savants of the empirical lowlands, 
we cannot help but ask ourselves: Why 
is it that the experts in all these fields 
have found from their experimental 
evidence that love is the ultimate an- 
swer to their specific problems? What 
is there about the two-legged species, 
the social animal, that makes love the 
great lubricant, the great necessity, the 
great goal? Why is it that man can get 
along without money or honors, with- 
out clothes or housing, without arms or 
legs, but not without love? What is 
there about love that makes it of the 
essence of life and of all living? The 
secular scientists have shown that even 
a hard-shelled man will go insane with- 
out that basis of love, communication; 
solitary confinement kills the mind if 
not also the body. An infant deprived 
of love will likewise fade away and die. 
Even at the lowest level of life is this 
true: the self-reproducing amoeba and 
paramecium and protozoon perish with- 
out the presence of another of their 
kind. And the alchemist could have 
told us that the great globe itself is 
held together by the attraction of 
matter for matter. The modern atomic 
scientist could point out that if the 
electron were not held to its course by 
its attraction—the inanimate correlate 
of love—for the proton all matter 
would disintegrate. If star were not 
attracted by its very being for star, 
if constellation were not kept in line 
by its affiliation for constellation, the 
gigantic universe itself would within 
the flash of the eye have finished with 
its wheeling expanding course and, in 
schizoid disintegration, scatter itself 
into formless anomie. It is not, sci- 
ence clearly indicates, as if this mu- 
tual attraction and need of another of 
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its kind on a sub-human level, and this 
force known as love on the human level, 
were merely a deluxe and disposable 
feature of existence. It is indispen- 
sable. Love is of the essence and per- 
fection. So speaks modern science. 

As we make our way under the por- 
tals of theology, as we meet there—even 
as did Galahad—the beggar who in 
manifestive love turns out to be Christ, 
we realize that here in the domain of 
Christendom is the fulness of that for 
which secular social science is now 
groping and grasping. St. Peter and 
St. John had visions in which they saw 
“a new heaven and a new earth” and 
St. Paul poetically and mystically said 
“all creation groans and travails in 
pain.” The reason cited was “For the 
ager longing of creation awaits the 
revelation of the sons of God.” So like- 
wise today: modern scientists have a 
vision of a new earth and they await 
the revelation of the sons of God. They 
await the fullness of the revelation of 
love. 

For two thousand years have Chris- 
tians been brought up on that toward 
which modern science by its own dy- 
namic is being orientated: “Every one 
who loves is born of God, and knows 
God, for God is love.” “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.” 
“For he that loveth his neighbor, hath 
fulfilled the law.” “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, 
and with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind. This is the greatest and 


first commandment. And the second is 
like to this: thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. On these two command- 
ments dependeth the whole law and the 
prophets.” “In this we have known the 
love of God, because he hath laid down 
his life for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren.” 

How often has not Christianity re- 
peated as its ideal the hymn of love as 
sung by St. Paul after the teaching of 
his Master: “If I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels but do 
not have love, I am become as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. And if I 
should have the gift of prophecy and 
should know all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I should have all 
faith, so that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have not love, I am nothing. 
And if I distribute all my goods to 
feed the poor, and if I deliver my body 
to be burned, yet do not have love, it 
profits me nothing. Love is patient, is 
kind; love does not envy, is not preten- 
tious, is not puffed up, is not ambitious, 
is not self-seeking, is not provoked; 
thinks no evil, does not rejoice over 
wickedness, but rejoices with the truth; 
bears with all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. . . . 
So there abide faith, hope and love, 
these three; but the greatest of these 
is love.” (1 Cor. 13, 1-13) 

That toward which science points, 
theology finds; that which science looks 
for on a lower level, theology has long 
ago been given from a higher level. 
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The Priest 


and the Secular Press 


| sometimes even en- 


thusiastic sermons on the apostolate of 
the press come to us of the laity during 
Catholic Press Month. But there are 
many occasions when we of the laity, 
especially we of the secular 
should like to point out to the preachers 
that in general they fail to appreciate 
or woefully mishandle the opportunities 
of their own apostolate to the press— 


press, 


the secular press. 

The Protestant clergy, by and large, 
has a very keen appreciation of the 
value of publicity, a fairly well-de- 
veloped news sense, and sometimes even 
enough interest and enough adroitness 
in publie relations to drop into news- 
paper offices and get acquainted with 
the men who handle the daily grist. 
There are, of course, exceptions, but too 
many of our priests treat a reporter as 
a nuisance—sometimes not even as a 





Mr. Ke Ile Y, who is as- 
sistant managing editor 
of The Youngstown In- 
dicator, has been a news- 
paperman for 36 years. 
His comments, he insists, 
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many Catholics in his 


field. 





By GEORGE KELLEY 


necessary nuisance—and not only make 
no attempt to originate news but even 
brush off inquiries when there is news 
developing in their parishes. 


COURTESY DOESN’T 
COST ANYTHING 


Examples without number could be 
cited from the experiences of only a 
few newspapermen: the pastor who 
said he had no news, but had already 
announced plans for a new high school; 
the man who gave shelter for months to 
a refugee priest from the Iron Curtain, 
but never hinted to the reporters that 
he had in his rectory an eye-witness 
story on Communist oppression; the 
priest wuo gave 2,000 parishioners a 
fine sermon on obscene literature, but 
thought it should be confidential; the 
officious assistant who evicted a photog- 
rapher from the sacristy, even though 
the officiating bishop had already given 
the cameraman carte blanche; the 
pastor, piqued at a paper, who blandly 
said the schedule of an important cere- 
mony had not been set up, even though 
printed copies already had been mailed. 

None of these instances in themselves 
may seem serious, but each represents 
at the minimum a muffed opportunity 
to get the work or the teachings of the 


. 


THE PRIEST AND THE SECULAR PRESS 


Church better understood by our dissi- 
dent brethren. At the very least, they 
represent bad manners; at their worst, 
they represent an attitude verging on 
arrogance which is a bit trying to 
Catholics in the newspaper business. 
Heaven only knows the effect on non- 
Catholic newspapermen! Most of us 
Catholies are able to distinguish be- 
tween the actions of a priest and those 
of the Church; our irritation in such 
cases is directed ad personam, not ad 
ecclesiam. But to the average non- 
Catholic, the priest—any priest—is the 
Chureh. If the priest is unreasonable, 
crude, or (it does happen) probably un- 
truthful, then the non-Catholic is likely 
to attribute these qualities to the 
Church itself, and additional prejudice 
and misunderstandings build up. 

Priests are accustomed to having 
Catholies treat them with respect and 
reverence as vessels of the sacred 
priesthood. They forget at times, how- 
ever, that those outside the Church have 
no such training, no such faith, and 
therefore no reason to treat priests any 
differently from the way they treat 
other clergymen. In actual fact, priests 
as a rule do receive more consideration 
than does the average clergyman, but 
this is partly courtesy, partly, perhaps, 
a subconscious instinct. Sometimes 
failure to understand this fact and to 
appreciate the duty of a secular news- 
paper to print the news leads to em- 
barrassing situations. 

The story comes to mind of a priest 
who could not understand why his name 
could not be omitted from the traffic 
court docket as published during a 
crusade for traffic law enforcement. 
The reporter, a non-Catholic, was 
forced to ask whether the priest wanted 
him to do his job honestly. Then there 
was the pastor who became irritated be- 
cause the paper refused to suppress the 
fact that his bingo operation had been 


the subject of public complaint in a 
city council meeting. 

The field of controversy offers a 
challenge for the exercise of skill and 
good judgment, and here some very 
intelligent people make a poor showing. 
When I say that some members of our 
clergy have fallen down in this area, I 
have in mind also that great industrial 
firms often ignore the pleadings of 
highly-paid publie relations counsel and 
stick their heads in the sand when 
strikes or accidents occur in their 
plants. They refuse to make any state- 
ment until too late—after the other 
side has had its say and has securely 
implanted its message in the public 
mind. When a controversy arises, 
many priests do not appreciate the 
importance of taking the editor into 
their confidence until it is too late. So 
that after a speaker, hostile to the 
priest’s case, airs his views publicly in 


‘ city council, perhaps, or at a school 


board meeting, the pastor becomes 
annoyed. When a reporter phones the 
priest for his reaction, too often the 
priest hangs up on the reporter with a 
“No comment!” It may do much for 
his sense of importance, but his action 
allows the first and hostile story to be 
published without presentation of his 
side. And that good priest can never 
catch up to overcome the impression 
which that first story gives. 

It is common practice for prudent 
public officials, 





men in_ public life 
utility executives, and even bishops—to 
call on the editor of a newspaper before 
a controversial matter becomes public 
and to present their cases. In this way 
the first reporting can be balanced be- 
cause the editor is in a position to judge 
the case and handle it more intelli- 
gently and more fairly. This writer 
knows one utility executive who, on 
leaving a city, remarked that he had 
never been treated unfairly by the local 
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paper. But that man had anticipated 
trouble: it was part of his routine to 
take “hot issues” to the editor first, 
with all his facts, before they came into 
public dispute. 

It will happen that a newspaper edi- 
torial gives offense, and often the first 
impulse for a priest is to use the pulpit 
for reply. This is certainly his privi- 
lege, but isn’t it better procedure for the 
priest to call up the editor and go see 
him? Most editors are reasonable men. 
An explanation on the part of the priest 
of why he feels the editor is wrong will 
clear the air for both and may lead to a 
correction or an apology. At the very 
least, it will check a repetition of the 
error and avoid plunging pastor and 
paper into controversy which benefits 
neither. 

There are many pastors, too, who try 
to seal up news. No assistant is per- 
mitted to speak to the reporters. A re- 
porter, trying to beat the unending 
deadlines, is frustrated when an as- 
sistant, who unquestionably knows the 
facts, must tell him that only the pastor 
can speak, and the pastor is not avail- 
able! Surely, if the good pastors can 
entrust their curates with the Sacra- 
ments and with their parishioners, they 
‘an allow them to give some facts to 
reporters! 

Basically, getting along with the press 
depends upon fairness, treating the edi- 
tors and reporters as intelligent men, 
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performing a service to the faithful and 
their neighbors. It doesn’t make for 
reasonable relations to hang up the 
phone on a reporter who calls for a 
news story, then later demand publicity 
for a bazaar or a building program. 

The injunction to “teach all nations” 
was not restricted to missionary coun- 
tries and distant climes. It includes 
our neighbors here at home. _ The priest 
should be alert to reach these neighbors 
by taking every opportunity to pub- 
licize the teachings and the work of the 
Church. Sadly, however, too many of 
our priests ignore or rebuff these oppor- 
tunities; yet these same priests are most 
devout men, men who would be shocked 
beyond words if it were suggested that 
they were turning their backs on 
chances to make converts or at least 
make the Church better understood. 

All this may sound like a blanket in- 
dictment. It is not so intended. There 
are many priests who show great skill in 
public relations and are accomplishing 
much for the Church; praise be, we seem 
to be getting more of them. But one 
tactless ambassador can give headaches 
to a whole State Department. As a 
Catholie who loves his Chureh and her 
priesthood, I shall be grateful if my 
recital of horrible examples may give 
pause to even one impetuous priest, 
may prevent a single misunderstanding 
that might impede the progress of the 
Church. 


Catholic Teenagers 
View Steady Dating 


= LEARNED child psychologists 
tell us that the first stage of the child’s 
social life is asexual: he is completely 
unaware of sex. The succeeding stage 
is one of revulsion toward the opposite 
sex which gives rise to a voluntary 
separation of the sexes; the little boy 
doesn’t wish to be labeled a “sissy,” 
nor does the little girl wish to have her 
pigtails pulled by one of those “rough” 
boys. Then comes the dawn of ado- 
lesceence when the sexes are magneti- 
vally drawn to an appreciation of each 
other in a new and thrilling way. This 
latter stage of psychological develop- 
ment has its roots in the physical 
changes within the adolescent’s body, 
preparing youth for the vocation of 
propagating the human race. 

This natural attraction which in- 
creases during the teen years, coupled 
with the necessity of preparing well for 
a future marriage, is the foundation 
upon which rests the socially accepted 
custom of dating. Dating, in itself, is 
a great asset to the normal psychologi- 
cal and social development of the ado- 
lescent. This custom, although existing 
everywhere, is accentuated or harnessed 
by the social environment of the local- 
ity. Today in the United States social 
pressure makes dating almost a “must” 
among teenagers; churches, schools and 
many civic organizations give many 
and varied opportunities for teenagers 


I. By J. PAUL O°CONNOR 


to date. But many, many teenagers 
have satisfied their natural urge and 
social pressure in the socially accepted 
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custom of “going steady” without the 
intention of marriage within a rea- 
sonable time. 


PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY 


It is my intent to explore the Catho- 
lic adolescent mind in a Catholic high 
school in Ohio on the custom of “going 
steady” and compare their subjective 
attitude with objective moral prin- 
ciples and the opinions of accepted au- 
thors. The points of comparison are: 
1) What is the concept of going steady? 
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2) What is the morality of going 
steady? 3) What are the reasons which 
prompt the teenager to go steady? 4) 
Should high school students go steady? 
5) What are the requirements for 
going steady? 6) What are the par- 
ents’ attitude toward their teenager 
going steady? The first two questions 
will be considered in this article, and 
the final four will be evaluated in the 
second and concluding article. 

The purpose of these articles is to 
give the extent of opposition which ex- 
ists between the Catholic teenager mind 
and the objective morality on the 
modern fad of “going steady.” This 
will show to some extent how success- 
ful our Catholic education has been in 
its primary aim of forming our Catho- 
lic teenage minds 
principles of objective morality, at 
least on the subject of “going steady.” 
At the outset of this article, I should 
note that there are many environmental 


according to the 


obstacles which tend to hinder the cor- 
rect formation of the Catholie teenage 
mind on the subject of “going steady,” 
for the students 
mingled many 
opinion, social 


themselves have 
parents’ 


which 


clues, e.g., 

pressure, etc., 
shed some light on the causes of this 
discord between the subjective and ob- 
jective orders of morality. Accordingly, 
these articles are not intended to point 
the finger of blame at our Catholic 
educators, but rather to furnish them, 
as well as priests and parents, with an 
objective evaluation of the problem of 
At the close of these 
articles I should like to propose some 


“going steady.” 
suggestions to prevent this custom or 
to dissolve the existing relationship. 

A FACTUAL SURVEY 

The basis of these articles will be the 


response to 624 questionnaires sub- 
mitted by seniors, juniors and sopho- 
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mores of a Catholie high school in Ohio. 
This will be supplemented by answers 
given by 179 seniors of another Catho- 
lic high school in Ohio. Whenever pos- 
sible, I have compared my 
with those of a national survey of 24,- 
609 Catholic high school students con- 
In this 
way, one can appreciate that neither 


findings 


ducted by Our Sunday Visitor. 


the problem nor the circumstances are 
limited to the state of Ohio, but the fad 
of “going steady” is a real problem 
which must be squarely faced by 
priests, teachers and parents every- 
where 

To lay the foundation of this evalua- 
tion, it is of paramount importance 
that we ascertain the precise notion of 
“going steady.” With this intent in 
mind, nine questions were asked the 
624 students: 


1) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, do you think Bob 
should date other girls? 


2) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, should Bob attend 


dances and parties when Mary 
must go away with her parents? 

3) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, would Bob have the 
right to get mad if he often saw 
Mary talking with Bill? 

4) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, should Mary date other 
boys? 

5) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, should Mary attend 
dances or parties when Bob 
must go away with his parents? 

6) If Bob and Mary are going 
steady, would Mary have the 
right to get mad if she often 
saw Bob talking with Joan? 

7) When Bob asks Mary to go 
steady, what does he do or wear 
to let people know she had 
agreed? 

8) When Bob asks Mary to go 
steady what does she do or 
wear to let people know that 
she had agreed? 
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9) What do you understand by the 

words “going steady?” 

(N.B. to student): The “Yes” an- 
swers in the chart for questions 7 
and 8 indicate that something is 
required to signify the steady re- 


Question All (624) 


Yes No Yes No 
l 110 =510 31 175 
2 563 61 189 21 
3 86 8563 19 189 
4 98 525 30 178 
5 547 75 179 28 
) 78 542 19 188 
7 357 «202 148 51 
8 546 55 194 12 
9 506 81 18] 20 


THEY DEFINE “STEADY DATING” 


As is evident, question 9 is the key 
question; the other questions were 
asked to make the student think before 
defining the term “going steady” and to 
serve as guides in interpreting Question 
9. Vague definitions were interpreted 
according to the answers given to ques- 
tions 1 and 4. The definition of “going 
steady” according to 86 per cent of the 
student body is “the custom of dating 
one person to the exclusion of all 
others.” As is evident from the re- 
sponses to questions 7 and 8, it is custo- 
mary that this relationship is mani- 
fested to others by wearing a ring, dog 
collar, ball and chain, ete. Although 
this is not required as a necessary requi- 
site, especially in the case of boys, it 
serves to arouse a sense of accomplish- 
ment: “Look at me, girls! I caught my 
man,” and to inform others that she is 
not available “tonight, tomorrow night 
or ever.” 

This definition, “dating one person 
exclusively,” is not limited to the ado- 
lescent mind. All the authors whom I 
have consulted express the concept of 
“going steady” in terms of an exclusive 


Seniors (208) 


lationship, e.g., a ring. The “Yes” 
answer for question 9 signifies 
“dating one person exclusively,” 
whereas the “No” answer means 
“dating mainly one person.’’) 


The results: 


Juniors (230) Sophomores (186) 


Yes No Yes No 
40 = 189 39 =146 
200 28 174 61 
37 = 198 20 =165 
32 =197 36 =6:149 
198 31 170 16 
39 =—s«188 20 =166 
102 98 107 53 
191 28 161 15 
156 40 164 21 


relationship. Among others, Fathers 
Conway,! Daniel Lord? D. F. Miller,’ 
EK. F. Miller, and Fulgence Meyer’ all 
consider ‘“‘going steady” or courtship as 
a necessary and natural prelude to mar- 
riage which necessarily connotes an ex- 
clusive relationship. 


MORAL EVALUATION 


The next question under considera- 
tion is the morality of going steady. 
Since no subjective opinion or attitude 
can be correctly evaluated unless com- 
pared to an objective norm, I shall 
quote the moral principle which governs 
this custom from Noldin-Smith:® 

Going steady, which also is called 


‘When They Start Going Steady (Cate- 
chetical Guild Educational Society, St. Paul, 
Minnesota), p. 8. 

? Daniel A. Lord, The Questions They AIl- 
ways Ask (Queen’s Work, St. Louis, Mo.), 
p. 15. 

*—D. F. Miller, When Is Company-Keeping 
Lawful and Prudent? (Liguorian Pamphlet 
Office, Liguori, Mo.), p. 4. 

*E. F. Miller, Cradle Courtships (Liguori 
Pamphlet Office). 

°Fulgence Meyer, O.F.M., Safeguards of 
Chastity (St. Francis Book Shop, Cincinnati, 
Ohio). 

*H. Noldin S.J., A. Schmitt S.J., G. Heinzel 
S.J.. Summa Theologiae Moralis (Ed. XXX, 
1954, Innsbruck), Vol. III, p. 4149. 
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courtship, contains the occasion of 
sin in itself: for the inborn quality 
of human nature, especially in 
younger people, is of such kind that 
frequent conversations (1.e., meet- 
ings) between persons of different 
sexes excites shameful love. Where- 
fore, going steady is by its very na- 
ture illicit, unless a just cause is 
present, which renders it licit. Going 
steady with the intention of mar- 
riage is licit. 


When Noldin-Smith says that “going 
steady” in itself contains an occasion 
of sin, he means a remote occasion. 
Therefore, independent of all individ- 
uals involved, to go steady without 
hope of marriage within a reasonable 
time is a venial sin. Why? Because 
temptations against purity arise from 
the practice of going steady, which 
temptations are self-induced by con- 
senting to this custom without a suffi- 
cient reason. According to some theo- 
logians, this custom is not limited to 
the realm of venial sin. Fr. Damen‘ 
does not hesitate to say that going 
steady is usually a proximate occasion 
of grave sin and consequently forbidden 
sub grave when it is practiced without 
any intention of marriage in the near 
future. For when human nature, 
weakened through Original Sin, is con- 
fronted by those violent and delectable 
temptations, the end product is usually 
mortal sin. From the wealth of his ex- 
perience, St. Alphonsus also concludes 
to the gravity of this intimate associa- 
tion: 


When generally speaking about ado- 
lescent boys and girls who begin to 
love each other, they are not indis- 
criminately to be condemned of seri- 
ous sin; but ordinarily I think that 


* Aertnys-Damen, Theologia Moralis 


(Turin, 1950), II, n. 517-524. 
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they are only with great difficulty 
outside of the proximate occasion of 
sinning mortally. It is too aparent 
from experience: for out of one 
hundred adolescent boys, hardly two 
or three in such an occasion of sin 
are found immune from mortal sin; 
and if not in the beginning, at least 
as the relationship progresses. At 
first, such lovers keep company on 
account of a mutual attraction: then 
the attraction becomes a_ passion; 
and passion, after it has rooted itself 
in the heart, darkens the mind and 
makes them fall into a thousand 
crimes. 


Fr. Damen and St. Alphonsus do 
not contradict the principle as cited 
from Noldin-Smith. For Noldin-Smith 
views the association as a source of 
many violent temptations, abstracting 
from the question whether or not the 
necessary precautions are taken. On 
the other hand, Fr. Damen and St. 
Alphonsus believe that de facto these 
precautions are not usually employed 
and, therefore, going steady is usually a 
proximate occasion of grave sin. In 
these articles, we shall consider going 
steady primarily as a remote occasion 
of sin. 

With the above principles in mind, 
let us explore the adolescent mind of 
the 624 Catholic high school students in 
order to judge their subjective attitude 
toward the morality of going steady. 
My procedure will be to consider the 
seniors separately, then the juniors and 
sophomores as a unit. The purpose of 
this division is founded upon the possi- 
bility that some seniors might be enter- 
taining the hope of marriage within a 
reasonable amount of time, especially 
since the questionnaire was answered 
by these seniors in the last month of 


their high school career. 


FROM THEIR EXPERIENCE 


Exactly 50 per cent or 104 seniors 


*. 
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talk with experience when they answer 
the question, “Do you think that ‘going 
steady’ will lead kids to sin against 
purity?” Of this group, 30 students are 
convinced that this custom does not 
lead to sin. The reasons which they 
submitted to substantiate their answers 


are: 


1) respect for the other 


person 33 per cent 
2) “going steady” will 
not change me 22 ” 


3) both parties are good 
Catholies 
4) other reasons 


Forty of these seniors admitted that 
the practice of “going steady” leads to 
sins against purity. All their reasons 
are reducible td familiarity which arises 
from frequent association with the other 
party. As one senior girl expressed it: 
“Going steady for a length of time 
makes for familiarity, and you are 
liable to do anything when you are 
familiar.” The remaining 34 seniors 
of this group qualified their answers 
vith a “sometimes,” or “yes and no,” or 
“depends upon the persons involved.” 
The positive reasons why it would not 
lead to sin are the same and in the 
same order as those listed above; the 
reason why it sometimes leads to sins 
against purity is, again, familiarity. 
Of this same group of seniors, 32 are 
going steady at present. Eighteen re- 
fuse to admit that “going steady” leads 
to sins against purity, whereas six 
qualify their answers with a “yes and 
no,” “sometimes,” ete. Since their rea- 
sons which subjectively justify their 
position are already incorporated in 
the above figures, I shall not repeat 
them. But it should be mentioned that 
those who qualified their answers must 
have the realization that they are in the 
remote occasion of sin; however, this 


could be justified by the intention of 
marriage within a reasonable amount 
of time, even though they do not ex- 
plicitly mention this fact. I justify this 
conclusion from the way in which the 
adolescent mind would interpret the 
question. Having answered in the af- 
firmative that he or she thinks that “go- 
ing steady” could lead young people to 
sins against purity, I believe that the 
adolescent mind puts itself in concrete 
circumstances when confronted with the 
next question: “Explain your answers.” 
Thus, the youth might ask himself: 
“Why would I not sin if confronted 
with this or that temptation?” His 
mind naturally swings to some con- 
crete, existing motive which would 
arouse the “higher man” to refuse this 
gratification to his “lower self.” Among 
these concrete, already existing motives 
might be his respect for his girl friend 
whom he hopes to marry shortly, or his 
Catholic education which has taught 
him a “hands off” policy before mar- 
riage. 

But what is to be said of the eight 
seniors, seven girls and one boy, who 
are currently going steady and who af- 
firm that such a relationship leads to 
sins against purity, who attribute the 
sins to familiarity? In the words of 
one of these girls: “ls you see the 
same person too often, you are not con- 
tent with merely being in his company.” 
Are these students so blind that they 
cannot see the illogie of their answers? 
Are they living in bad faith and do 
they admit this fact on a question- 
naire? I believe not and will show from 
their answers to other questions that 
subjectively they justify their position. 
Six girls placed “the intention of marry- 
ing this person” either in their definition 
of “going steady” or else as one of the 
necessary requirements of going steady. 
Three of these six girls explicitly noted 
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ae 


that the marriage was to be “soon” or 
“in a reasonable amount of time.” The 
other three girls neglected to note this 
essential fact. The other senior girl ex- 
plains that going steady leads to sin 
against purity “because constant com- 
pany keeping easily arouses the pas- 
However, she posits’ the 
“priest’s approval’’’as a necessary con- 
dition to justify company-keeping. If 
she has obtained the priest’s approval, 
then I am certain that she intends to 
marry within a reasonable amount of 
time. However, these girls must be 
taught to employ the necessary pre- 
‘sautions which are recommended by 
Noldin-Smith.* The remaining senior 
who is at present going steady, admit- 
ting that such a relationship leads to 
sin, perhaps justifies himself by posit- 
ing “maturity and love” as necessary 
conditions for going steady; further- 
more, none of his other answers even 
hint that he might be living in bad 
faith. 

What are the ideas on this subject of 
the other 50 per cent or 104 seniors 
who have never gone steady? As might 


sions.” 


have been expected, their viewpoint is 
more objective. Why? Because for 
many, I believe, the precise reason why 
they have not gone steady is the danger 
of temptation and consequent sin. By 
means of the following chart, one can 
grasp at a glance the differences be- 
tween the two groups: 


Leads 
Total tosin 
Have gone steady 104 40 
Have not gone steady 104 55 
Does 
not 
lead Some- 
to sin times 
Have gone steady 30 34 
Have not gone steady 22 27 


* Noldin-Schmitt-Heinzel, loc. cit. 
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When asked to explain their response 
that going steady does not lead to sins 
against purity, the 22 
lacked the experience of such a rela- 
tionship proposed many various rea- 
sons, only two of which were repeated. 
“Respect for the other person” ap- 
peared six times, whereas “going steady 
will not change you” found a place on 


seniors who 


four papers. 
YOUNGER GROUP 


Now let us turn our attention to a 
younger group, the juniors and sopho- 
mores. Before delving into an analysis 
of these questionnaires, I wish first to 
point out that all these students will 
be struggling through their high-school 
education for at least a period of 13 
months from the time they answered 
this questionnaire. Most of the authors 
whom I have consulted have interpreted 
“marriage within a reasonable time” as 
not to exceed one year. To quote 
Noldin-Smith on the topic:® 


Generally it can be said that going 
steady, which perdures beyond a year, 
is not to be permitted; in such a case 
therefore either the relationship is 
to be completely broken off or at least 
interrupted, if the marriage cannot 
be contracted sooner. 
Thus, from the principles set down ear- 
lier, we can conclude that all those in 
this group who have gone steady were 
at least objectively in the remote oe- 
casion of sin. 

Since we are here dealing with a 
group in which experience does not ex- 
actly counterbalance inexperience, I 
think that a chart at this point would 
be helpful. 


Leads 

Total to sin 
Have gone steady 172 49 
Have not gone steady 241 134 


© Thid. 
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Does 

not 

lead Some- 
tosin times 


Have gone steady 71 52 
Have not gone steady 54 53 


The significant figures in this chart 
are found under the heading, “leads 
to sin.” Forty-nine, or 28.5 per cent, 
of the experienced lads and lassies ad- 
mit that “going steady” leads to sins 
against purity, whereas 134, or 55.6 per 
cent, of the inexperienced youths ar- 
rive at the same conclusion. What is 
the explanation of this vast difference 
of opinion? Has experience proved to 
them that human nature is stronger 
than their religion teacher has taught 
them? Or is the devil whispering into 
their ear such a fallacy as “Going 
steady in ‘his day’ must really have 
!! You know that you 
and Mary never did anything . . . well, 
. Which could be labeled a 
sin. No, going steady does not lead to 


been something! 
not much. 


sin. Those grownups, especially priests 
and sisters, do not know what they are 
talking about.” Or is the answer found 
in their disfigured notion of sin? As 
one girl expressed it: “Going steady 
leads one to thoughts and desires which 
could lead to sin.” Since it would re- 
quire much more knowledge of the teen- 
age mind than I have gathered from 
the questionnaires, I shall refrain from 
pointing to one or the other explanation 
as being the answer, but it is matter for 
considerable thought. 


FAMILIARITY AND SIN 


What are the reasons underlying 
their conviction that going steady leads 
or does not lead to sins against purity? 
As before, all the affirmative reasons 
are reducible to familiarity. The rea- 
sons submitted in defense of the moral- 
ity of this custom are as follows: 


Have 

Have not 
gone gone~ 
steady steady 


1) respect of the other 


person 538.5% 40.7% 
2) if both good 
Catholies 17 % 20.5% 


3) going steady will 
not change you 18.3% 18.5% 
4) other reasons 11.2% 20.3% 


It is difficult to evaluate these reasons 
since they are so general. Yet, the 
most popular reason, “respect of the 
other person,” seems to hint at the 
realization that the strength of their 
virtue, when confronted with tempta- 
tion, flows from a cause extrinsic to 
themselves. Implicit in such a convic- 
tion is the realization of the weakness 
of human nature wounded thi ough orig- 
inal Sin. The second reason, “if both 
good Catholies,’ points to a knowl- 
edge of Catholic morality which has al- 
ready found expression in their boy-girl 
relationship. I say “which has already 
found expression in their boy-girl re- 
lationship” since mere knowledge in it- 
self, although a true source of moral 
strength, would hardly withstand the 
onslaughts of passion. But if their 
knowledge is coupled with an acquired 
virtue, temptation will meet a formi- 
dable foe. Also inherent in this response 
could be the realization that the font 
of the Catholic adolescent’s moral 
strength is derived from such sources 
of grace as the sacraments, Mass, 
prayer, ete. The third reason, “going 
steady will not change you,” is a real 
challenge to my charitable instinct. 
Are they hinting that the adolescent 
possesses sufficient moral strength to 
conquer any temptation which might 
arise from this exclusive association? 
Or might they falsely entertain the 
opinion that temptations are not more 
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violent by reason of this constant asso- 
ciation? 

The total number of juniors and 
sophomores in the survey who are at 
present going steady number fifty. 
Among this group, there are but two 
juniors who admit that going steady 
will lead youngsters to sin against 
purity. Since we have already seen 
that objectively they are in a remote 
oceasion of sin, how do they subjec- 
tively justify themselves? The girl, 
although answering in the affirmative 
that going steady leads to sin against 
purity, explains her answer in the fol- 
lowing words, “Because you get too 
friendly with one another. It all de- 
pends on the individuals.” The key 
word to her answer is “depends” and I 
am certain that she does not place her- 
self in the wrong category. One of the 
necessary conditions for going steady, 
she responds, is “to have the intention 
to marry in not longer than 4 years.” 
It certainly is a distorted idea of “mar- 
riage within a reasonable time” but it 
probably subjectively justifies her con- 
duct. The junior boy who affirms that 
going steady leads to sin, explains his 
answer with the words, “Because they 
become too close and get together too 
often alone,” subjectively justifies him- 
self by his definition of going steady, 
“Picking one (girl) with full intent to 
marry and date no other.” He con- 
siders this step as a necessary prelude 
to marriage, for in answer to the ques- 
tion, “Would your parents object if you 
decided to go steady?,” he reasons as 
follows: “Why should they? I am old 
enough. Would they object if I wanted 
to study to be a priest? No. So, they 
do not object to me going steady.” 


MORAL AND SOCIAL MOTIVATION 


As I have’ stated above, I believe that 
the reason why some Catholic boys 
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and girls of high-school age refrain 
from this exclusive dating is precisely 
because it 7s an occasion of sin. Fr. 
Conway" holds the opposite opinion 
and reasons as follows: 


To yet at this, (i.e., whether or not 

teenagers recognize going steady as 

an occasion of sin) our survey (..e., 
the survey conducted by Our Sunday 

Visitor) proposed another question: 

“Are the reasons for going, steady in 

your school, the same as those ad- 

vanced by the students of the public 
schools of your city?” ... The answer 
was one hundred per cent “yes.” ; 

This means that our Catholic stu- 

dents accept the custom of going 

steady in much the same light as the 
vast majority of other students who 
have had little or no religious train- 
ing—neither at home nor in the 
school. It means that Catholic youth 
see no moral danger involved in the 
custom of steady dating—no more 
than do others who have had less 
moral training. It means, therefore, 
that they have not been convinced, 
despite the teachings of Church and 
school, that they are entering upon 
an occasion for serious sin against the 

Sixth Commandment. 

Let us pause for a moment and 
evaluate the wording of Fr. Conway’s 
question: “Are the reasons for going 
steady, in your school, the same as 
those advanced by students of the pub- 
lie schools of your city?” Does he not 
ask for positive and social motives 
which prompt the teenager to enter 
upon such an association? Does he 
expect the Catholic student to give an 
unqualified “No” answer (for the an- 
swer was to be either “yes” or “no”’) 
and thus imply either that the public 
school student goes steady for immoral 
reasons whereas the Catholie student is 
prompted by social reasons; or that the 


Catholic student goes steady to 


* Conway, op. cit. 
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strengthen his virtue of chastity where- 
as the public school student is prompted 
by merely social motives? What teen- 
ager, or for that matter, what priest or 
nun would not admit that the reasons 
why teenagers go steady are social? 
If Father Conway had phrased his ques- 
tion differently, e.g., “Are the reasons 
for not going steady, in your school, 
the same as those advanced by the 
students of the public schools in your 
city?” he might have been pleasantly 
surprised. For, when the question, “Do 
you think that high school students 
should go steady? Why?” is con- 
sidered, you will see that the teenagers 
themselves posit ‘“‘the danger of sin” as 
one of the chief reasons. Furthermore, 
in response to the question, “What con- 
ditions or requirements do you think 
should be necessary for going steady?,” 
34 per cent, or 534, strictly moral an- 
swers were offered; each student was 
given the opportunity of giving three 
answers to this question. With these 
facts before us, we cannot logically con- 
clude with Father Conway, 


that our Catholic students ac- 
cept the custom of going steady in 
much the same light as the vast 
majority of other students who have 
had little or no religious training— 
neither at home nor in the school. It 
means that Catholic youth see no 
moral danger involved in the cus- 
tom of steady dating—no more than 
do others who have had less moral 
training. It means, therefore, that 
they have not been convinced, de- 
spite the teaching of Church and 
school, that they are entering upon an 
occasion for serious sin against the 

Sixth Commandment.” 

Thus far we have defined the con- 
cept of “going steady” according to 
the Catholic teenage mind, and have 
seen that this agrees with our moralists’ 
definition. As regards the morality of 
“cooing steady” after having considered 
the objective moral principles, we have 
evaluated the Catholic teenage mind 
on this most important subject. It re- 
mains for us to consider, in the next and 
concluding article, those moral, social 
and environmental factors which mold 
the teenage mind and to suggest some 
practical solutions to the problem. 
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Priests Can Help 
the Alcoholic 


many articles have been 
written in all sorts of magazines on the 
subject of alcoholism. Here’s another! 
Why? The reason is that alcoholism 
is steadily on the increase’ and it is 
being recognized as a problem of major 
proportions by the home, school, big- 
business, State and Church—especially 
in the United States. The remainder 
of the reason—and why this article 
appears in these particular pages is 
that we priests can be most helpful in 
alleviating much of the suffering con- 
nected with alcohol today. 


DRUNKENNESS vs. ALCOHOLISM 


Now we know, or should know, that 
there is a real distinction between 
drunkenness and alcoholism. While 
drunkenness is definitely a sin of in- 


‘See “Science, Theology and the Social 
Order,” by Lucius F. Cervantes, S.J., in THe 
HoMILETIC AND PastoraL Review, October, 
1958, pp. 25 ff. 





Fr. McDonough, pas- 
tor at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church, Fair- 
field, Maine, does not 
write here as a theorist; 
he has had to deal in his 
work with people who 
have the problem whi 
he de scribes. 
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temperance which the sinner could have 
avoided, alcoholism, on the other hand, 
is a serious disease. It is a triple sick- 
ness of the body, mind and soul. This 
sickness takes the form of a compul- 
sion by which the body, mind and soul 
so crave alcohol that the alcoholic is 
generally powerless to resist drinking. 
In other words, the alcoholic has de- 
veloped an addiction. These statements 
represent the conclusions of scientific 
research, notably the efforts of Yale 
University and the American Medical 
Association. The explanation of a 
triple sickness is confirmed by eminent 
theologians as well as those who have 
done extensive field research. In view 
of such outstanding evidence, there can 
be no longer any doubt concerning the 
nature of alcoholism, and the difference 
between it and simple drunkenness. 


TO DEFINE AN ALCOHOLIC 


Since the alcoholic is now recognized 
as a sick person, the priest can extend 
his apostolate of “visiting the sick” to 
this other form of sickness: alcoholism. 
It is very important for us so to 
regard the alcoholics in our efforts to 
help them because we shall then try to 
give the same kind of courage that we 
try to give the sick in general. If 
tI ire cases of sickness which need 
, aleoholies are high on the list. 














PRIESTS CAN HELP THE ALCOHCLIC 


They are extremely sensitive and quick 
to sense a sympathetie approach. This 
may well be the first step in establish- 
ing rapport so necessary between the 
alcoholic and his helper. 

Before this kindly approach by the 
priest, the alcoholic has in all likelihood 
considered himself, and has been con- 
sidered by almost everyone else, as a 
common no-good drunken outecast— 
hopeless. When someone comes along 
who regards him in an entirely different 
light, there can be the beginning of 
something like hope. 

However, before we attempt to help 
this victim, we must be sure that he is 
really an aleoholic. There are three 
usual signs of alcoholism: excessive 
drinking; a serious life problem; an 
inability to stop drinking unaided. 
Many an alcoholic will tell you that he 
hates the sight, taste, smell and after- 
effects of drink, but that, alone, he 
simply cannot stop. It would be well 
here to recall that intemperate and ex- 
cessive drinking which has not reached 
the stage of alcoholism can easily lead, 
and often does lead, to addiction. 

The next question so often asked is: 
“What is the cause of alcoholism?” 
The answer to this question will be 
most helpful to the priest who wants 
to help. The answer which experts all 
seem to give is that at the basis of all 
alcoholism is some form of insecurity, 
lodged inside the conscious or uncon- 
scious mind of the alcoholic, an inse- 
curity that generally dates back to early 
life. 

If insecurity is his problem, then 
alcohol seems, at least temporarily, 
a solution. Once discovered, alcohol 
becomes a panacea, easily available 
and accepted. It dulls the intolerable 
suffering that grips the soul with feel- 
ings of insecurity. 


NO CURE FOR ALCOHOLISM 


What about the remedy for alco- 
holism? The first thing which a priest 
must often do is to try to convince a 
man that he is an alcoholic and needs 
help. For some reason or other the 
alcoholic often fights shy of this ad- 
inission. If the priest knows the na- 
ture of the disease, he can diplomati- 
cally point out its symptoms and can 
state kindly, but with authority, that 
he is quite certain that the man “has 
developed a case of aleoholism”—which 
o often, as a phrase, is better received 
than the term “alcoholic.” Sometimes 
it is advisable to point out the symp- 
toms of another and similar case of 
alcoholism which you have known and 
helped. 

As for directing the alcoholic to a 
source where he can obtain a cure, that 
is utterly impossible. Alcoholism is in- 
curable, that is, an alcoholic can never 
take liquor in moderation. Alcohol for 
him is a poison, and he can generally 
never taste it without disastrous results. 
even after years of sobriety. He will 
always be an alcoholic; therefore, any 
remedy can only relieve the effects. 
But he can attain the power to stop 
drinking. Every case of alcoholism is 
different, with various degrees of in- 
tensity and duration. Sometimes it is 
necessary for a doctor to prescribe 
remedies to condition the alcoholic 
physically. In extreme cases it is neces- 
sary for a psychiatrist to do the same 
for the patient’s mind. And, of course, 
the priest should always prescribe the 
remedial benefits of the sacraments for 
Catholies. 


ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 


Since the alcoholie’s sickness is so 
complex and his entire personality so 
disintegrated, he definitely needs a rem- 
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edy that will be basic enough to inte- 
grate the whole man physically, men- 
tally and spiritually. This is why, 
alone, the doctor, the psychiatrist, the 
counsellor, the clinic specialist, the wel- 
fare agent—yes, even the priest—can 
hardly do the complete job of prescrib- 
ing precisely that remedy which will 
turn the trick. But there is one referral 
which experts in each of these fields is 
always sure to recommend most highly: 
Alcoholics Anonymous. The reason for 
this high endorsement is that this pro- 
gram approaches the problem of alco- 
holism on all three levels, spiritual, 
mental and physical, and offers a rem- 
edy that combines all the elements 
needed to rehabilitate the whole per- 
sonality. The program is simple and 
easy to accept and at a cost no more 
prohibitive than an occasional volun- 
tary offering placed in an upturned 
old hat used in a penny collection. 

The results of the AA program speak 
for themselves: about 75 per cent ulti- 
mately sober for good; 50 per cent 
never take a drink after their first AA 
meeting; 25 per cent have occasional 
slips; 25 per cent fail. This is simply 
extraordinary. What is the explana- 
tion? 

There is a great deal of misunder- 
standing about AA—even after all that 
has been written about it. Many 
alcoholics think there is a stigma at- 
tached to membership, as if all its 
members were from “skid row” society. 
Many professional men, including 
priests, think it is a sort of borderline 
case for the lunatic fringe. The plain 
fact is, however, that AA is essentially 
a deeply spiritual program in which the 
first requirement of its members is to 
admit that they are powerless against 
aleohol, that their lives have become 
unmanageable, that they now begin to 
turn their will and life over to God as 
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they understand Him. Fr. Edward 
Dowling, S.J., a pioneer in working for 
alcoholics, says that “the twelve steps 
of AA bear an essential resemblance to 
the initial steps of the Spiritual Exer- 
cises of St. Ignatius Loyola.” The func- 
tion of these twelve steps is to lead back 
and up to God, and from Him to the 
good of one’s neighbors, especially 
those in similar circumstances. 


OLD TRUTHS, NEW APPLICATION 


Many persons ask: “What has AA 
got that the Church has not had fr” 
2,000 years?” Tothis we say: ‘“Noth- 
ing.” The success is amazing; its secret 
is not something new. It is as old as 
Christianity. This secret is contained 
in such texts as “Ask and you shall 
receive”; “Seek and you shall find”; 
“Without Me you can do nothing”; 
“T can do all things in Him who 
strengthens me”; “By the grace of God 
I am what I am”; “Thou shall love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” On these 
Christian beliefs the spiritual program 
of AA rests. But the trembling alco- 
holic just is not always “conditioned”’ 
to receive the impact of these texts if 
and when he rings the rectory doorbell 
or if and when he hears them in a 
Sunday sermon directed in general to 
several hundred other people with 
several hundred other problems and 
needs. Ordinarily, neither can a good 
confession and worthy Holy Commun- 
ion alone help the alcoholic suddenly 
to arrest his sickness any more than 
they can ordinarily help a person suf- 
fering from another sort of nervous 
sickness. 

Now the particular value of the AA 
program is that it can get the spirituai 
messages across to an alcoholic in a 
setting that is admirably adapted to his 
particular symptoms of timidity, isola- 
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tion, confusion, discouragement border- 
ing on despair. Here he is suddenly 
thrust into the midst of people most of 
whom have suffered all he is suffering— 
or even worse. He is astonished at their 
victory; he knows they understand him 
perfectly; he is surprised to find men 
and women from every profession and 
walk of life; he hears a phrase that re- 
peats itself like a refrain: “By the 
grace of God.” Here he sees lives, for- 
merly like his own, now transformed 
by the inspired messages already 
quoted. 

The value of this “group therapy” 
of kindred sufferers (augmented by his 
relatives and friends) is generally all 
the alcoholic needs, in addition to the 
sacraments, in order to start that com- 
plicated process of the integration of 
that whole man who has been sick in 
a multiple manner. In place of har- 
rowing insecurity, the awareness sand 
availability of God’s help that seems 
part of this setting, added to effort and 
success, gives the alcoholic a gradual 
and sometimes sudden sense of security. 
If this sense of security deepens into 
conviction, under a favorable setting, 
integration progresses. The conviction 
is powerful because it substitutes di- 
vine sufficiency for a personal insuffi- 
ciency. The experience is a real con- 
version, a turning away from the 
poverty of self to the strength of God. 
Fr. John Ford, S.J., outstanding au- 
thority on alcoholism and high in his 
praise of AA, doubts that any lasting 
success ever takes place without some 
kind of conversion. 

It is possible, of course, as often 
happens, that such conversions do oc- 
cur without the help of AA program 
assuch. The grace of God is not limited 
to any set mode, as we know. It is 
often conveyed powerfully enough to 
affect a conversion through a mission, 


after a narrow escape, following re- 
covery from sickness, joining a temper- 
ance society, ete. But cases of a real 
aleoholic who stops drinking suddenly, 
aided directly by the grace of God alone, 
seem to be rare, especially today. 
Why should a man wait for exceptional 
graces when more ordinary means are 
at hand to be tried? 


WHY AA? 


Now there must be some reason why 
the specialists, particularly priest spe- 
cialists, recommend AA so urgently. 
The answer is that AA is sure to work 
for most alcoholics if they give it a fair 
chance. It is unique among all other 
remedies, especially in its capacity to 
lead the alcoholic to a keen realization 
of the necessity of divine help as that 
which he needs most; it supplies the 
props which an alcoholic, because of 
his complexes, requires in his turning 
to God. 


THE PRIEST AND THE ALCOHOLIC 


Who among men is a greater instru- 
ment than the priest to give help to 
the person sick with alcoholism? The 
priest has a natural way with the sick; 
he is equipped to recommend the sources 
of grace which these sick people most 
need; by vocation he lives to bring the 
grace of God to men and to bring men 
to the grace of God. 

Let the priest remember that he nay 
never be sure of his alcoholic any more 
than he may be of a fish, until he has 
him on the line—and then never 
perfectly sure. The alcoholic will in- 
variably deluge the priest with reasons 
why he is not an alcoholic, with still 
more reasons why he shouldn’t go to 
AA. But there is this excellent bait: 
the priest can invite the alcoholic to 
accompany him to an AA meeting and 
press the invitation as persistently as 
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is safe. Because the priest is a priest 
and is obviously putting himself out 
for him, the alcoholic will accept with 
reluctance and go along with butterflies 
in his stomach and the aroma of a 
bracer on his breath. So very often, 
however, the priest’s efforts will be re- 
paid after he has landed his sick friend 
at the meeting. If the priest is pressed 
for time or doesn’t 
the meeting, someone else will bring 
the new member home—and sober— 
and frequently the job is finished right 
Sometimes it will take longer, 


rare to be seen at 


there. 
of course. 
Suppose the alcoholic declines ada- 


mantly the priest’s invitation? In that 


case the priest may profitably read a 
little of AA technique and try it out 


privately in the office or home. If the 
alcoholic stops coming, the priest 
should not be discouraged. Sometimes 


alcoholics won’t start to help them- 
selves until they hit close to the bottom 
and get badly hurt. But that is no 
reason to close the door on them. They 
may finally come through. 

A final nota bene here for priests: 
since our alcoholics are on our sick-list 
and are among those contacts that need 
many graces, we should give them a 
particular memento in our Mass and 
Breviary and utilize every other means 
that pulls down graces from heaven. 





From the pages immediately preceding and from those which follow you 
are in a position to judge what a typical issue of THE HOMILETIC AND 
PASTORAL REvIEw offers its readership. 

We have made this suggestion before (and many of our readers saw 
merit in it), but we should like to keep before your minds that our young | 
seminarians would be aided tremendously if they were able to have their 
own personal copies of THE HoMILETIC AND PastoraAL REviEW. Our priest 
writers are interested in the current speculative and practical issues, and 
we sincerely feel that our seminarians would benefit by a clerical magazine 
that is alert to the times. 

The suggestion is, therefore, that you consider our special annual sub- 
scription offer for seminarians ($4.00 per twelve issues) as a gift of lasting 
benefit. 
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Homies 


on the Liturgy of 


the Sundays and Feasts 


By WILLIAM F. WIEBLER 


Father Wiebler is a teacher of English 
and journalism at Assumption co-insti- 
tutional high school, Davenport, Iowa. 
Previously stationed in a rural parish, 
he wrote a centennial history of that 
parish which was distinguished from the 
usual parish history by its emphasis on 
the parishioners and the sacraments 


rather than on buildings and dates. 








Christmas Trees in the Marketplace 


“People of Sion, behold the Lord shall come to save the nations . 


Second Sunday of Advent 


.” (Introit of 


the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Rings of growth. 
(2) New “people of Sion.” 
(3) “Stir up our hearts.” 


Already, on this second Sunday of 
Advent, the Christmas trees are ap- 
pearing in the marketplace. Take a 
look at one of these trees. Rings of 
growth in its trunk indicate its age. 
The rings vary in size, and each year 
there is some growth. 

With last Sunday, the first Sunday of 
Advent, we began another Church 
year. Another ring of growth is being 
added to our spiritual development. 

Looked at in this way, the annual 
repetition of the liturgical cycle is not 
monotonous. There is no monotony 
because there is growth: change in size 


and maturity. Just as the rings of the 
Christmas trees vary in size, depending 
on the varying amounts of water and 
sunshine absorbed, so should our souls 
show yearly growth and maturity as 
they absorb grace. Each year as we 
celebrate anew the “mystery of Christ,” 
of which St. Paul speaks so often, we 
should grow in the knowledge of that 
mystery. Merely to repeat our medi- 
tations about the helplessness of the 
Babe in the manger is not enough. 
Cute and cuddly He may be, but we 
should see Him as the “Word made 
flesh.” 


“ 


NEW PEOPLE OF SION 


Accordingly, we are much like the 
“people of Sion” mentioned in today’s 
Introit. Over a period of thousands of 
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years these people were prepared for 
the coming of Christ. Finally, in the 
fullness of time, Christ came. “He 
came into his own and his own received 
him not,”’ we are reminded daily in the 
Mass. 

We, the new inhabitants of Sion, are 
likewise being prepared for the coming 
Savior who will be Emmanuel, “God 
with us.” The former inhabitants were 
prepared by the gradual unfolding of 
the Messianic prophecies; we are pre- 
pared by the Mass texts of the four 
Sundays of Advent. 

Last Sunday, for instance, we learned 
that the next coming of the Son of 
Man will be with great power and 
majesty, for He will come to judge us. 
In that same gospel Christ spoke about 


the trees as giving a sign of an ap- 
proaching event. By our fruit—by the 
extent of our growth—we shali be 
judged as the Jews were judged. 


“STIR UP OUR HEARTS” 


In the past, perhaps, we have con- 
sidered Christmas only as the com- 
memoration of the historical event of 
the birth of the Jesus Christ. Through 
our growth during Advent this year, 
we should be prepared to receive not 
only Christ as a Child in swaddling 
clothes, but also the Verbum Incarna- 
tum who will come again to judge us. 

Awaiting such a coming of Christ, 
we pray in the Collect: “Stir up our 
hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way of 
Thine only-begotten Son.” 


Christmas Trees, Roots and Branches 


Feast of the Immaculate Conception 


“Thou art all fair, O Mary, and there is in thee no stain of original sin” (Gradual 
of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) “Root of Jesse.” 
(2) New branches of the Tree. 
> *. . may heal in us.” 


Horticulturists are grafters, that is 
to say that they can graft a branch of 
a tree onto a far healthier trunk. The 
branch thus takes on the strength of 
the trunk to which it has been grafted. 

Last Sunday we spoke about Christ- 
mas trees’ rings as evidence of their 
growth. On this feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception we can speak of the 
“root of Jesse,” from which the Christ- 
mas Tree springs. 

“ROOT OF JESSE” 

The Blessed Virgin Mary did not 


have to be grafted as a branch onto the 


170 


Tree. By blood she was a descendant 
of the royal house of David, a “root of 
Jesse.” As such, Mary fulfilled the 
prophecies which had stated that a 
“virgin would conceive and bring forth 
a son.” Many other prophecies spoke 
about the Tree that would grow from 
this root. 

What is more, the Mother of God 
was a perfect specimen, without stain. 
Just as modern-day scientists are able 
to raise germ-free plants in special 
laboratories, so did God preserve this 
Jewish girl from any contaminating 
stain of sin. That is why, a hundred 
years ago, she could tell a French peas- 
ant girl at Lourdes: “I am the Im- 
maculate Conception.” 

Mary’s son, moreover, is the Son of 
God. Anyone grafted onto Him will 


. 
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CHRISTMAS TREES, BEDECKED 


become like unto Him. He said of 
himself that he was the Tree and we 
are the branches. But he also said that 
we were like branches that were grafted 
on. The Jews were the original 
branches, but they were cut off when 
they refused to recognize the source of 
their life. The branches grafted on 
have life only as they receive it from 
their source. 

Because He sprang from that particu- 
lar root, Christ took on human life. Be- 
cause we are joined to such a trunk as 
Christ, we take on divine life. Mary 
was the means of fusing this human and 
divine life in One. 

During these days of Advent, this is 
the knowledge that we should be ab- 
sorbing about the mystery of the Incar- 


WITH BAUBLES 


nation. For this is indeed a mystery, 
not only in its conception, but also in 
its fulfillment. That God should love 
us is beyond comprehension. But that 
He should send His own Son, that He 
should take one of us and raise her to 
be the immaculate mother of God 
makes us realize the extent of that love. 


“MAY HEAL IN US” 


Coming close to the roots of this 
mystery, we shall ponder these things 
in our heart as Mary did. To become 
like her, we pray in the Postcommunion, 
“that the sacraments which we have 
received, O Lord our God, may heal in 
us the wounds of that sin, from which 
alone Thou didst preserve the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Mary.” 


Christmas Trees, Bedecked with Baubles 


“ 


Third Sunday of Advent 


. erying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord” (Gospel of 


the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Perfection through mutation. 
(2) Penitential perfection. 
(3) “Take courage and fear not.” 


The imperfect often precedes the 
perfect. This is true as regards species 
in a tree. Scientists have found that 
by bombarding genes with X-rays they 
are able to produce a high rate of mu- 
tations or imperfect plants with new 
characteristics. From these they are 
able to develop desired characteristics 
in further plants. 

St. John the Baptist considered him- 
self such an imperfection, one whose 
roie was to announce the Perfect Being 
to follow. By our standards the desert 
saint was not far from perfect, but by 
his own he was not worthy to loose the 
latchet of Christ’s sandals. 


PERFECTION THROUGH MUTATION 


During these weeks of Advent the 
Baptist is the precursor who fulfills his 
role in the liturgy as he fulfilled it in 
actual life. His voice cries again in 
the wilderness as he announces the 
coming of the Messias to this genera- 
tion. Each year his voice sounds anew 
because each year the cycle of redemp- 
tion is repeated in the liturgy. Each 
year our response to his announcement 
should be a fuller and more complete 
one, imperfection yielding to perfee- 
tion. 

By now stores are filled with baubles 
and enticements, signs of so-called 
Christmas cheer. Amidst these de- 
lights of the world we should keep our 
eyes fixed on the rough garments of the 
Baptist, remembering the words of 
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Christ when He asked His hearers what 
they had gone out to see—a man 
dressed in soft garments?—implying 
that only those who wore the peniten- 





tial robes would reach the kingdom of 
heaven. 


PENITENTIAL PERFECTION 


Just as the bombarding of the genes 
with X-rays had a purpose, so does 
the penance of Advent. A new tree is 
to be produced. The Christmas tree 
will spring forth in our souls as muta- 
tions are accomplished through the 
pentitential works we perform now. 
Just as these trees must be pruned of 


unwanted characteristics, so must our 
vices be pruned from us. 

The Secret of today’s Mass expresses 
all this by asking that “the sacrifice 
of our devotion, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, be continually offered up to 
Thee; may it both complete the insti- 
tution of the holy Mysteries, and 
wondrously accomplish in us Thy salva- 
tion.” 

That salvation will come to us, we 
are confident, as we hear the words of 
the prophet Isaias in the Communion: 
“Take courage and fear not, ye faint- 
hearted: behold our God will come and 
save us.” 


Christmas Trees Sprung from Decay 


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


“Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the Just” 
(Introit of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Life-giving dew. 
(2) Fertilizing penance. 
(3) “Come, O Lord, and tarry not.” 


Turn on the radio, and from any 
station premature Christmas carols 
blare forth. Yet this is still the peni- 
tential season of Advent. Christ has 
not yet come in the liturgy. Our songs 
and hymns should still be expressive 
of longing and desire, not fulfillment. 

Such longing is found in the Advent 
hymn which is taken from the Introit of 
today’s Mass. Chronologically, per- 
haps, the theme of budding springtime 
is out of order with the contemporary 
season. Yet, amid the cold and snows 
of winter, the Introit asks that the 
earth be opened that a savior may rise. 

“Drop down dew, ye heavens, from 
above,” the Introit sings. Such mois- 
ture from heaven is necessary if the 


172 


tree is to swell into growth. Heavenly 
shows of grace are also necessary if our 
souls are to sprout and grow into 
healthy trees. 

Notice the progress that we have 
made during these four Sundays of 
Advent. Last Sunday John the Bap- 
tist spoke to us about penance; this 
Sunday we hear about grace. The 
Christmas tree will bud forth in our 
souls only if penance and grace are 
present. 

Grace is the equivalent of water so 
necessary for growth. Penance alone 
might produce the material necessary 
for growth, and yet the soul might not 
grow. Similar conditions are found in 
the desert which John the Baptist in- 
habited. All the minerals were there, 
but it took the magie of water to make 
the deserts of Palestine bloom once 
again. So also our penitential works 
must be complemented by the grace of 


. 





iW 


yur 


CHRISTMAS TREES TRANSFORMED AND ILLUMINATED 


God to result in a flourishing growth in 
our souls. 

The salesman has all the chemicals 
in his warehouse, but they produce no 
plants. The skill of the farmer is 
needed to apply the chemicals in the 
needed quantities and at the needed 
times. Likewise, we must not practice 
penances haphazardly, scattering them 
willy-nilly over the fields of our souls. 
They must all be ordered to proper 
growth. 


“COME, O LORD, TARRY NOT” 


Volunteer fir trees, though good in 


themselves, are out of place in a corn 
field, the farmer knows. Christmas 
hymns in Advent are like such volun- 
teer fir trees. They should be saved 
for the Christmas season; for now we 
should be content with the words of 
the Gradual where we learn that “the 
Lord is nigh to all them that cail upon 
Him: to all who call upon Him in 
truth.” 

Preparing now, we shall be prepared 
when He comes in the grace of Christ- 
mas. lLongingly, then, we cry out, 
“Come, O Lord, and tarry not: forgive 
the sins of Thy people Israel.” 


Christmas Trees Transformed and Illuminated 


“Dearly beloved, the grace of God our Savior hath appeared to all men 


Christmas Day 


(Epistle of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Unadorned and unlighted. 
(2) Transformed and illuminated. 
(3) “Let the heavens rejoice.” 


Seattered throughout the land this 
night there are thousands of fir trees 
which are only fir trees and not Christ- 
mas trees. They remain only fir trees 
because their branches are unadorned 
and there are no lights to transform 
them into towers of beauty. 


UNADORNED AND UNLIGHTED 


In the same way, there are many 
Christians this night who are similar 
to those thousands of fir trees growing 
on the slopes of many mountains. Be- 
cause these Christians did not prepare 
during Advent, their lives do not glisten 
with the ornaments of good acts and 
virtues. They remain what they were 
before the Advent of Christ. On the 


other hand, there are many thousands 
of fir trees which have been transformed 
into Christmas trees. Their branches 
are weighted down with ornaments and 
decorations; myriad lights glow amid 
their green bosoms. There are the 
Christians who have come into contact 
with Christ throughout the penitential 
season of Advent. Only those who pre- 
pared for the “Light of the World” are 
now illuminated by him. The count- 
less good deeds they performed and the 
many acts of virtue they accomplished 
have enkindled them with the fire of 
divine love so that they are ablaze with 
light. 


TRANSFORMED AND ILLUMINATED 


The tinsel and ornaments adorning : 
fir tree make it no ordinary tree, but a 
Christmas tree, because the ornaments 
are symbolic of joy at the birth of 
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Christ. Such joy is an intangible thing. 
We cannot see it or lay hold of it. But 
we can show it by hanging tinsel and 
ornaments on a fir tree. 

Likewise, God loves us. But love, 
like joy, is intangible and difficult to 
show. Thus, as the Christmas Pref- 
ace states, “ while we acknowl- 
edge God in visible form, we may 
through Him be drawn to the love of 
things invisible.” All of which means 


that we should look at the Body of 
Christ as a sign of the invisible but real 
love which God has for us. -Further- 
more, “through the mystery of the 
Word made flesh, the new light of God’s 
glory has shown upon the eyes of our 
mind.” 

Transformed and illuminated by this 
love, we can sing out, “Let the heavens 
rejoice,” for on this thrice holy night 
God and man are made one. 


Christmas Trees Uprooted but Flourishing 


Feast of the Holy Innocents 


“They have poured out the blood of the saints as water round Jerusalem” (Tract 
of the Mass). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Shoots from the tree. 
(2) Return to their own. 
(3) “How admirable is Thy Name.” 


Shoots or suckers often grow nearby 
the parent tree. These shoots are often 
shortlived and seldom grow to maturity. 
They come up so numerously that they 
are a plague to the person who has to 
cut the lawn. 

The Holy Innocents, whose feast we 
celebrate today, were such shoots sent 
up near the Tree of Christ. Like the 
shoots of a tree, they were shortlived. 
Unlike such shoots they did produce 
much fruit, although they did not reach 
physical maturity. 


SHOOTS FROM THE TREE 


Often the little shoots in the lawn are 
grubbed out so that the parent tree will 
flourish. King Herod ordered the death 
of the Holy Innocents in an attempt to 
kill the Tree from which they had 
sprung. In grubbing them out, he did 
bring about the flourishing of the par- 
ent tree, the Church. As the Tract of 
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the Mass says, “they have poured out 
the blood of the saints as water round 
about Jerusalem.” Their blood acted 
as water to nourish the many branches 
which would be grafted onto the main 
Trunk. 

It is fitting that their feast should be 
celebrated so close to that of the Christ 
Child. Just as shoots are close to the 
tree which sends them out, so were they 
close to Christ. They knew him not; 
they were unknowing victims; yet, as 
the Gradual states, they could “praise 
the Lord . . . praise the name of the 
Lord.” They confessed their love of 
Christ, not by speaking, but by dying. 


RETURN TO THEIR OWN 


Christ said that unless we become as 
little children we shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. In these days 
after Christmas we must become not 
childish, but childlike. Children are 
appealing because they are innocent, 
untouched by sin. Insofar as we be- 
come sinless, we become like unto them. 

At first we are inclined to weep be- 
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CHRISTMAS TREES UPROOTED BUT FLOURISHING 


cause these children were sacrificed so 
young in life. A consideration of the 
Communion verse shows us Rachel 
weeping for her children and refusing 
to be comforted. Looking up the rest 
of the quotation in the Scriptures, how- 
ever, we note that “thus says the Lord, 


let thy eyes cease from weeping... thy 
childrer shall return to their own coun- 
try.” 


That is the answer that we were seek- 
ing all during Advent. We are all chil- 
dren in exile from our own country. 
All that we thought lost in this life we 
shall find stored for us in our Father’s 


arms; all that we have given up we 
shall find there with Christ. 


“HOW ADMIRABLE IS THY NAME” 


The veil is beginning to lift as we 
grow in Christ. We understand that 
these innocents were taken early in life 
and shall be held so accountable. We, 
who have an opportunity to grow in 
Christ, shall be held more accountable. 
As we begin to see more clearly into 
the mystery of Christ, we shall join, 
even now, with the holy children sing- 
ing, “How admirable is Thy Name in 
the whole earth.” 





In our next HPR Issue 


Harvard University. 








Fr. Herbert Musurillo, 8.J., who has engaged in friendly agreement and 
agreeable disagreement with Christopher Dawson in various organs of the 
Catholic press, leads off our December issue with a brilliant analysis of the 
contributions of Dawson to Catholic world scholarship. The article, 
“Christopher Dawson, Prophet at Harvard,” was occasioned by Dawson’s 
election to the Chauncey Stillman Chair of Roman Catholic Studies at 
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Facets of Recreation 


By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


I. HIS CHAPTER on recreation, 
Monsignor Driscoll’ takes up television 
us the first among the specifie forms of 
There he 
tells us that TV ean be a rich and re- 


entertainment he presents. 


warding experience for children, a vital 
part of their education. It stimulates 
their imagination and leads them on to 
the developing of new interests and new 
ideals, 


PARENTAL CONTROL OF TV KNOBS 


The great power of this medium 
makes it all the more necessary that it 
be properly supervised. TV must be 
controlled like every other form of 
communication in the life of the child. 
Parents bear a very important role in 
establishing these controls within the 
home. They must give time and effort 
to the supervision of the use their chil- 
dren make of this medium. Every 
teacher is convinced of the addiction to 
television that is common among chil- 
dren. They come to school day after 
day with stories of the TV programs 
they have witnessed and they reveal a 
remarkable aequaintance with the 
characters they meet on the screen. At 
times they betray through their knowl- 
edge of the late hour programs that they 
are permitted by their parents re- 
main up throughout the evening and 
sometimes into the early hours of the 


morning. In a word, children are the 


‘Guide for Parents of Catholic Youth, by 
the Very Rev. Msgr. Justin A. Driscoll, Ph.D. 
(Bureau of Education, Archdiocese of Du- 
buque; 1958). 


most ardent followers of TV and they 
ure the most impressed by TV. 
Unfortunately, they are the least pro- 
vided for by TV and the least equipped 
to cope with it. Great prudence and 
firm action is necessary in choosing, 
supervising, and controlling the types 








Editor of The Catholic Educator, au- 
thor of texts for schools, formerly Super- 
intendent of Schools in the Pittsburgh 
diocese, Vice-President General of 
N.C.E.A., Msgr. Campbell has been in 
charge of our educational section since 
Octobe r, 1928. 





of programs parents permit their chil- 
dren to view. It is highly necessary 
also that they determine for their chil- 
dren the proper amount of viewing time 
that can be allotted them. Homework 
demands its proper amount of time in 
the daily program of the school child; 
parents must see to it that their viewing 
times does not conflict with their study 
time and other duties. 


TV, YOUTH, SANCTITY OF HOME 


Our Holy Father Pope Pius XII has 
eiven us a sane treatment of “this 
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and tech- 
nology, at once precious and dangerous 


marvelous gift of science 
by reason of the profound reverbera- 
tions which it is destined to provoke in 
the private and public life of nations.” 
He speaks of the value of this brilliant 
conquest of and calls it a 
further manifestation of the wonderful 
splendors of God. 


science, 


He rates it among 
the gifts of God for which the Christian 
must daily give thanks to God in the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Altar. It is not 
difficult, he tells us, to realize the in- 
numerable advantages of television 
whenever it is placed at the service of 
man for his perfection. 

His Holiness rejoices that in this our 
day when movies and sports and daily 
work have drawn the members of the 
family increasingly away. from home, 
the television efficaciously contributes 
to the restoration of the balance; it 
offers the whole family the chance of 
enjoying together pleasant recreation 
far from the dangers of unhealthy com- 
pany and places. This wonderful gift 
of science is able to exercise a benefi- 
cent influence and bring about bene- 
ficial consequences in social matters, in 
relation to culture, to popular educa- 
tion, to teaching in the school, and in 
the international life of peoples, for it 
will certainly help them to a greater 
understanding and promote cordial feel- 
ings and better reciprocal co-operation. 

It is equally true that it is not ex- 
empt from dangers, dangers of abuses 
weakness 


and profanation by human 


and malice. Against these we must be 
alert, for the suggestive power of this 
instrument places a dangerous weapon 
“Different 
from the theatre and the cinema, which 


in the hands of evil men. 


limit their plays to those who attend of 
their own free choice, television is di- 
family 
made up of persons of every age, of 


rected especially to groups, 





FA 


bot 
mo 
bri 
eve 
cal 
pla 
wo 
tio 
Cal 
pec 
ths 
raj 
les 
yo 
tia 
to 
th 
pic 
for 
int 
of 


ho 





FACETS OF RECREATION 


both sexes, of differing education and 
moral training. Into that cirele it 
brings the newspaper, the chronicle ot 
Like the radio it 
can enter at any time, any home, any 


events, the drama. 


place, bringing not only sounds and 
words but the detailed vividness and ac- 
tion of pictures; which makes it more 
capable of moving the emotions, es- 
pecially of youth. It should be noted 
that television finds its most avid and 
rapt devotees among children and ado- 
lescents, who, because of their very 
youth, are more apt to feel its fascina- 
tion, and, consciously or unconsciously, 
to translate into real life the phantasms 
they have absorbed from the lifelike 
pictures of the screen. It is easy, there- 
fore, to realize how television is very 
intimately bound up with the edueation 
of youth and even the sanctity of the 
home.” 


TELEVISION’S RESPONSIBILITIES 


The Holy Father is the guardian of 
the family, the primary cell of society. 
Within the home must be begun and 
carried out the physical as well as the 
spiritual development of the child, the 
precious hope of the Church and of the 
nation. The Holy Father proclaims to 
all who have any position of responsi- 
bility in television that their duties and 
responsibilities are most grave before 
God and society. It devolves upon 
publie authorities in particular to take 
every precaution that the atmosphere 
of purity and reserve, of decency 
and restraint which should pervade the 
home, be in no way offended or dis- 
turbed. He quotes with approval the 
words of the ancient writer Juvenal: 
“Let no improper word or sight cross 


the threshold of this home . . . for the 
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AND PASTORAL REVLEW 
child one must have the utmost rever- 
ence.” 

The Shepherd of Christendom tells us 
that he cannot help being horrified 
the thought that the poisoned atmos- 
phere of materialism, of frivolity, of 
hedonism, which too often is found in 
so many theatres, can by means of tele- 
vision be brought into the very sanec- 
tuary of the home. He cannot imagine 
anything more fatal .o the spiritual 
forces of a country than to rehearse be- 
fore so many innocent souls, even with- 
in the family circle, those lurid scenes 
of forbidden pleasure, passion, and evil 
which can undermine and bring to last- 
ing ruin a formation of purity, good- 
ness, and healthful personal and social 
upbringing. Special vigilance is to be 
exercised in the case of spectacles des- 
tined to reach into the family group. 
Higher values are at stake here, and 
the Savior of men has seen fit to es- 
tablish strong sanctions 
violators of these 


against’ the 
values, “Woe to the 
world because of scandals! .. . Woe to 
the man by whom the scandal cometh!” 
(Pius XII, Television: Its Public and 
Private Effects, 1954). 

We must place every bastion of pro- 
tection around innocent children. The 
Holy Father appeals to those who pre- 
side over public life to use every means 
that children shall suffer no loss. Tele- 
Vision can serve excellent purposes, as 
witness the educational television sta- 
tions established in our country. Tele- 
vision can be handled in such a way as 
to contribute to healthful 
education, and moral elevation. 


recreation, 


PORNOGRAPHY FOR CHILDREN: 
BIG BUSINESS 


It is no exaggeration to say that a 
greater number of good books, book- 
lets, and magazines are available to 
boys and girls in school than ever be- 














FACETS OF RECREATION 
fore in our history. At the same time 
it is true that the purveyors of moral 
filth and downright 
more prolifie today than they have ever 
Msgr. Driscoil calls attention to 


immorality are 


been. 
the large supply of acceptable reading 
material within reach of our adolescent 
boys and girls. He appeals for an in- 
crease in family reading; it can be fun 
The ex- 
ample of parents in purchasing and 


as Well as a source of unity. 


reading only excellent literature can- 
not be without its effect in the reading 
habits of their children. The preva- 
lence of good reading in the home 
supplies edification and protectioa to 
the younger members of the family. 

It is unfortunate that many authors 
and publishers flood the newsstands 
with cheap and degrading publications. 
It was a committee of the U.S. House 
of Representatives that called pornog- 
raphy “big business, a national dis- 
grace, and a menace to our civie wel- 
fare.” If we ean sueceed in stirring 
parents and freedom-loving citizens to 
take a stand against trash and smut, we 
will through its elimination do away 
with one of the major causes of juve- 
Nor do we here limit 
vouthful 


nile delinquency. 
juvenile — delinquency to 
pranks. Those in charge of courts to- 
day know that juvenile delinqueney 
runs the gamut “from the thoughtless 
and mischievous acts of children to 
crimes of violence, armed robbery, tor- 
In the light 


of this finding it is unnecessary to stress 


ture, and even homicide.” 


the need for vigilance in controlling the 
tvpe of literature that children read. 
“The reading interests of the adoles- 
cent boy and girl,” writes Dr. William 
A. Kelly, their 


“derive importance 


“Introductory Chald Psychology, bv Wil- 
liam A. Welly, Ph.D., and Margaret Reuther 
Kelly, A.M. (Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee). 





NEW COMFORT for YOU! 
CONFESSIONAL CHAIRS 


A century of fine furniture making brings you this 
cupeany upholstered confessional chair, the Confes- 
sion-Ease 





FABRIC 
COVERED 


$gg0 


Overall height 35”—back height 19” * Hand-rubbed 
finish ¢ Upholstered foam-rubber arm pads Kiln-dried 
hardwood frame * 181%” between arms—seat 20 
deep « Seat cushion top 181/o” from floor * Swivels 
completely within 30” space « Stationary base, 
dome slides on legs. — Also available in: 
II, 5.66. 6.60005000den0%009 $125.00 
Elastic Naugahyde Vinyl.............---- $95.00 

Specify color desired 

F.O.B. Chicago, Ill. 


Chicage SEATING CO. 





914 S. WABASH * CHICAGO 5, ILL. 








Burn Rubbish Safely 
‘Yard Boy’ . 
ourpoor INCINERATOR 


Quickly, safely reduces 
to fine ash all burn- 
able rubbish, garbage, 
leaves, litter, etc., even 
in inclement weather. 
No extra fuel is re- 
quired. 

Lights at top, burns 
downward. Construc- 
tion of cast iron and 
heavy gauge _ sheet 
iron completely 
coated with fire and 
weather resistant Vi- 
treous Porcelain 
Enamel. 


Endorsed by insiitutions 
and Fire’ Prevention 
Authorities from coast- 
to-coast, 





PRICES, f.0.b. Reading, Pa. 
No. 6—-6 bu. capacity—wt. 150 Ibs. $99.50 
No. 3—3 bu. capacity—wt. 100 Ibs. $59.50 
Write for descriptive circular 


e ARCHITECTURAL 
J . W. Fiske METALS, INC. 
Dept. 9, 111 Pennsylvania Ave., Paterson, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1858 








181 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


from the role which reading habits may 
play both in the wise use of leisure and 
in character formation. Hence, it is 
of utmost importance for youth to form 
during the period of adolescence a taste 
for excellent literature. For his future 
mental development the youth needs 
broad and varied reading interests and 
it is the task of parents and teacher to 
introduce youth to the best literature of 
all ages and nations.” 


E CONTRA... 


In recent years the popes have fre- 
quently adverted to the dangers of evil 
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reading and the benefits of good read- 
ing. “The danger of bad 


declared Pope Pius XII in his address 


to newlyweds in 1940 on Bad Literature 
and Youth, “is, under some aspects, 
even worse than that of evil com- 
panions, because it can make itself 
more traitorously familiar. How many 
girls or young women, alone in their 
rooms with a popular book, allow it to 
tell them crudely about things they 
would not permit anyone to speak of in 
their presence, or allow it to describe for 
them scenes they would not want for 
all the world to enact themselves nor of 
which they would want to be the vic- 
tims. Alas! They are but preparing 
themselves to be such on the morrow!” 


In his address, Education and 
Modern Environment (1948), the same 
Pontiff spoke of the morally elevating 
effect of good reading: “If the danger- 
ous motion pictures of today, appealing 
as they do only to the senses, and in an 
excessively one-sided way, carry with 
them the risk of producing in souls a 
state of superficiality and of spiritual 
passiveness, the reading of good books 
may supplement what is here lacking, 
thus playing an ever more important 
role in the work of education.” 


His predecessor, Pope Pius X1, in his 
encyclical letter, Christian Education of 
Youth, commends the work of those 
who try to circulate excellent literature, 
and to provide the young with theatres 
and cinemas in which virtue will have 
nothing to suffer and much to gain. 
“Worthy of all praise and encourage- 
ment, therefore, are those educational 
associations which have as their object 
to point out to parents and educators, 
by means of suitable books and periodi- 
cals, the dangers to morals and re- 
ligion that are often cunningly disguised 
in books and theatrical representations. 
In their spirit of zeal for the souls of 





reading,” 
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the young, they endeavor at the same 
time to circulate good literature and to 
promote plays that are really instrue- 
tive, This necessary vigilance 
does not demand that young people be 
removed from the society in which they 
must live and save their souls; but that 
today more than ever they should be 
forewarned Chris- 
tians against seductions and the errors 
of the world, which, as Holy Writ ad- 
monishes us, is all ‘coneupiscence of the 


and forearmed as 


flesh, concupiscence of the eyes and the 
pride of life.’ 


PARENTS MUST BE CENSORS 


There is no doubt that Christian par- 
ents sense their obligation to warn 
their maturing children of the dangers 
of evil reading. Pope Pius XII speaks 
directly to this point in his address to 


newlyweds. Young men and young 


women are not to be misled into think- 
ing that the poison of unwholesome 
books will have no effect upon them 
individually. The Pope then outlines 
the insidious process by which the un- 
wholesome book achieves its purpose: 
“The impure and harmful 
thoughts produced in you by a bad 
book seem to enter your mind without, 
as one would say, producing a sensible 
wound. You will then easily repeat 
the act and you will pay no attention to 
the fact that through the windows of 
your eyes death enters into the home of 
the soul (ef. Jeremias 9, 21). If you 
do not react quickly and firmly, your 
soul, like a body stupefied by sleeping 
sickness, will fall languidly into mortal 
sin and enmity with God.” 

In another paragraph of the same 
address the Holy Father warns the 
voung man and the young woman that 


images 
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they should be persuaded that there 
are bad books, books that are bad for 
everyone, like those poisons against 
whieh no one ean elaim immunity. 
“Just as in every man the flesh is sub- 
ject to weakness and the spirit to re- 
bellion, so for each person such books 
constitute a danger.” He warns young 
girls and women that thev are to be 
on their guard against the deceits of 
the devil. A favorite trick of the most 
wicked one is to convince the young 
lady that she is no longer a elild but 
a mature person who knows life. I 
have therefore, she says, the wish and 
the right to know it still better. “But 
does not the poor little girl realize that 
her talk is like that of Eve when con- 
fronted with the forbidden fruit? And 
does she think that to know, love and 
enjoy life, it is necessary to investigate 
all its abuses and ugliness?” 

In yet another paragraph of the 
same address the Holy Father warns 
Christian parents that they must be 
most eareful never to expose their son 
or daughter to contact with books or 
literature of any type that may destroy 
their innocence. Cases are known 
where a book left carelessly upon the 
father’s desk undermined his son’s bap- 
tismal faith, where a novel forgotten 
upon the sofa or upon the mother’s 
dressing table sullied in her daughter 
the purity of her First Communion. 


OUTSIDE-THE-HOME ASSOCIATIONS 


The Guide now treats of forms of 
recreation that take the boy or girl out- 
side the home. ‘Each community has 
its own special type of reereation or 
entertainment and, as part of com- 
munity life, parents and members of 
the family should be eager to join their 
neighbors and friends in the various 
forms of local amusement.” Children 
as they advance in age will welcome this 
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expanding of their aequaintanceship, 
and associate freely with companions of 
approximately their own age. They 
must be allowed a certain amount of 
freedom in choosing their friends and 
companions, but parents will prudently 
endeavor to guide their sons and 
daughters in the choice of new friends. 
To do this, they try to become ac- 
quainted with the friends and compan- 
ions their children may choose, and 
judge of their fitness from the stand- 
point of character. If their children 
decline to bring their friends to their 
own homes, parents will rightly objeet 
to their forming friendships with per- 
sons that they do not wish their parents 
to know. When occasion offers, par- 
should try to 


families of 


ents know even the 


these new-found compan- 


ions. 


When young people go out, parents 


should know where they are, what 


they are doing, how and with whom 
they are spending their time, and when 
they plan to return home. 
very 


From the 


start parents will determine in 
their adolescent chil- 
dren a satisfactory hour for their re- 
turn from 


Let it be 


conference with 


every social engagement. 
that the 


event start carly so that it ean con- 


understood social 


clude early. “Ordinarily freshmen and 
sophomores should be home by 10:30 
).1n.; Juniors and seniors by 11:30 p.m. 
—unless special circumstances require 
a later hour.” 

It is common courtesy for young 
people to make a point of coming di- 
rectly 


home unless 


from a funetion 
other plans have been approved by par- 
ents. If any substantial delay occurs, 
the young person is to understand that 
he must telephone his home. Elaborate 
social activities do not for obvious rea- 
sons properly fit into the evenings pre- 


ceding school days. On these evenings 
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all outside activities should be dis- 
couraged unless they are sponsored by 
the school or the parish. 

It is beneficial for youngsters enter- 
ing adolescence to take part in ap- 
propriate school clubs that contribute 
substantially to the learnings offered in 
the school. The Guide mentions as 
clubs that can be approved: photog- 
raphy; science; hi-fi; 4H. Other clubs 
that have something to contribute to 
the curriculum offerings of the school 
can be approved in accord with local 
conditions. A few excellent clubs of 
this type are far better than a multi- 
plicity of clubs that do nothing more 
than dissipate the interest and the 
achievement of the participants. 

Public dances sometimes become a 
bone of contention between youngsters 


who wish to attend them and their 
parents who fear that public events of 
this kind are replete with moral dangers. 
The Guide makes this observation: 
“Discreet control must be exercised 
over attendance at public dances. Ex- 
cept for a rare occasion, wise parents 
will not permit high school boys and 
girls to attend them.” 

Parents have not only a right but a 
duty, says the Guide, to direct their 
children in the type of entertainment 
they select in the form of movies, tele- 
vision, radio, or records. Unquestion- 
ably, movies influence the moral con- 
cepts of young people. “Even a single 
movie,” writes Fr. D. Joseph Corbett,* 

®“Toward a Code of Social Conduct for 
High School Students,” by Rev. D. Joseph 
Corbett (Catholic High School Quarterly 


Bulletin, January 1958; National Catholic 
Educational Association). 
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FACETS OF RECREATION 


“could easily cause disaster to one’s re- 
ligious and moral ideals.” Pope Pius 
XI described the moral evil of bad 
movies as follows: “Everyone knows 
what damage is done to the soul by bad 
motion pictures. They are occasions of 
sin; they seduce young people along the 
ways of evil by glorifying the passions; 
they show life under false light; they 
cloud ideals; they destroy pure life, 
respect for marriage, and affection for 
the family.” 

These and other pronouncements of 
similar tenor by the Popes, make it 
quite imperative that we have in our 
possession and post conspicuously on 
the bulletin board an up-to-date copy 
of the Legion of Decency ratings of 
current films. 
must 


Parents and teachers 
impress upon youngsters that 
they are morally bound to ascertain the 
rating of a movie before viewing it. 
Eternal vigilance is called for on the 
part of parents in this matter. They 
should check carefully their children’s 
“It seems 
writes Fr. Corbett, “a rather 
well substantiated fact that, unfortu- 
nately, too many of even our 7th and 
8th graders begin their ‘dating’ mental- 
ity by meetings at the movies on Satur- 


companions at the movies. 
to be,” 


days and Sundays. It is also common 
knowledge that many of the younger 
adolescents utilize the rendezvous of 
the theater for some rather scandalous 
experimenting in love making. 
drive-in theaters must be strictly off- 
limits for all teenagers.” 

The classification of movies, pub- 
lished each week in diocesan Catholic 


| eeadeagimangnia 
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If you are to have a change of address, it will mean a saving of money and an 


papers, will serve as a guide to parents 

and children. The classes are: 

A-1—morally unobjectionable for 
general patronage. 

A-2—morally unobjectionable for 
adults and adolescents. 





A-3—morally unobjectionable for 
adults. 
B —morally objectionable in part 
for all. 
C —condemned. 
In this classification it is obvious, 


writes Monsignor Driscoll, that A-3 
movies are not suited for boys and girls 
of high school age. Class B movies 
“contain material which in itself, or in 
its offensive treatment, is contrary to 
traditional morality and constitutes a 
threat, not only to the spiritual life of 
even an adult viewer, but also to the 
moral behavior patterns which condi- 
tion public morality.” Class C movies 
are condemned. 

Over twenty years ago Pope Pius XI 
told us that good motion pictures are 
capable of exercising a profound moral 
influence upon those who see them. In 
addition to affording recreation, con- 
tinued the Pope, they are able to arouse 
noble ideals of life, to communicate 
valuable knowledge of the history and 
beauties of the fatherland and other 
countries, to present truth and virtue 
under attractive forms. In 1945 Pope 
Pius XII spoke hopefully: “Oh, the im- 
mense amount of good the motion pic- 
ture can effect!” 

It is to be regretted that the motion 
picture industry has not realized its 
high potential. 
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Parents as Proxies for Sponsors 
Question: Can the parents of the 
person to be baptized act as proxies 
for the real sponsors? 
BAPTIZANS 
Answer: The Code says nothing 
about qualifications for the person who 
acts as proxy for someone at baptism. 
Proxies should have sufficient use of 
reason to realize what they are doing 
and sufficient intelligence to carry out 
their functions properly. They should 
be Catholics, since they participate ac- 
tively in the sacred rites of Baptism. 
Moreover, they should be Catholics in 
good standing, so that scandal and mis- 
understanding will be avoided. While 
parents may not be sponsors for their 
children, and sponsorship attempted 
by parents would be invalid, there is 
no reason why parents could not be 
duly appointed to act as proxies for the 
absent sponsors. 


Insincerity of Promises and 
Validity of Marriage 

Question: What is to be said about 
the validity of a mixed marriage in 
which the couple make a private agree- 
ment before the marriage to the effect 
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that the children or some of the 
children will not be brought up as 
Catholics and insincerely sign the 
promises demanded? 

In Doust 

Answer: Although it is not stated 
in the Code that insincere cautiones 
render a dispensation for a mixed mar- 
riage invalid, it is well established in 
jurisprudence that insincere cautiones 
do have the effect of rendering the dis- 
pensation null and void.! 

With the above principle in mind, a 
distinction must be made between a 
mixed marriage involving mixed reli- 
gion and one involving disparity of 
cult. Mixed religion is only a prohibit- 
ing impediment, whereas disparity of 
cult is a diriment impediment. If the 
dispensation issued from the impedi- 
ment of mixed religion is invalid, or 
even if no dispensation is obtained, a 
marriage between a Catholic and a 
baptized non-Catholie will be valid if 
contracted in the proper canonical 
form, other requirements for validity 
being present. On the other hand, an 


* Cf. Canon Law Digest, Supplement, Canon 
1071; J. Norbert Kelly, The Jurist, “Insincere 
Cautiones in the Light of Recent Rota De- 
cisions,” Vol. 13 pp. 33-56. 
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invalid dispensation from the impedi- 
ment of disparity of cult) will render 
the marriage invalid, even though it 
be contracted according to canonical 
form. Hence, insincere cautiones in- 
directly, i.e., through the invalidity of 
the dispensation, affect the validity of 
a marriage between a Catholic and a 
non-baptized person. 

In marriages in which the cautiones 
were insincerely given and a dispensa- 
tion was issued from the impediment of 
mixed religion and ad cautelam from 
disparity of cult (because of a doubt 
about the existence or the validity of 
baptism on the part of the non-Catholic 
party), an incidental question concern- 
ing the fact or validity of the baptism 
of the non-Catholic party enters into 
the consideration of the validity of the 
marriage. Such a marriage could not 
be declared invalid on the ground of 
insincere cautiones as long as the doubt 
about baptismal status of the non- 
Catholic party remains. 

A declaration of nullity on the 
grounds that insincere cautiones in- 
duced nullity of the dispensation from 
the impediment and consequently nul- 
lity of marriage will require formal 
judicial procedure. Proof that the 
non-Catholic party was in fact not 
baptized and that the cautiones were 
signed insincerely must be had. 


Excommunication Incurred 
Before Conversion 


A priest instructs a class 
of converts. On the same day he bap- 
tizes some of them absolutely and 
others conditionally. He then hears 
the confessions of those baptized con- 
ditionally and imparts conditional ab- 
solution. Suppose one of the latter had 
been guilty of procuring an abortion. 
Since the sin would have been com- 
mitted while the person was a Protes- 


Question: 

















QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


tant, how could the excommunica- 
tion have been incurred, and would the 
sin be reserved to the Bishop? How 
should the priest proceed? If such a 
person were not to receive Communion 
with the others, the omission would be 
noticed. It would take several days 
to receive faculties for absolution from 
the Bishop. Under the circumstances, 
could the priest presume faculties and 
absolve such a penitent? 

DvuBITANS 

Answer: The query as_ presented 
will best be divided inte several ques- 
tions, to which individual answers can 
be given. 

1) Is it possible for baptized non- 
Catholies to incur the censure of ex- 
communication for the crime of abor- 
tion? 

The censure of excommunication is 
incurred ipso facto by those who effec- 
tively procure abortion, according to 
2350, and this 
served to the Ordinary. 


Canon censure is re- 
In order to 
incur a must be 
validly must the 


crime to which the penalty is attached, 


censure, a person 


baptized, commit 
and must be contumacious. Supposing 
the actual procuring of abortion by a 
non-Catholic, then, two factors are to 
be considered: the baptismal status of 
the non-Catholic and the presence or 
absence of contumacy in the commis- 
sion of the crime. 

a) A non-baptized person cannot in- 
cur a censure, such as an excommunica- 
A baptized person, inelvding a 
subject to 


tion. 
baptized non-Catholic, is 
ecclesiastical laws in general, and in 
particular to ecclesiastical censures 
since no exception is made in this mat- 
ter. Pena! laws of the Chureh, pre- 
cisely as penal, are merely ecclesiasti- 
eal. Baptized persons are subject to 
merely ecclesiastical laws according to 
The fact that baptism was 


the Catholie Chureh 


Canon 12. 


not received in 
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does not create an exception to the gen- 
eral norm of Canon 12. Hence, con- 
sidered solely from the viewpoint of 
baptism and adherence to a Protestant 
sect, the answer must be that a validly 
baptized Protestant is a capable sub- 
ject of the censure of excommunication 
for the crime of abortion. 

b) The contumacy of the person 
committing a crime to which a censure 
is attached presents another question. 
Is it possible that a baptized non- 
Catholic procuring an abortion would 
uct with the required contumacy for in- 
curring the censure of excommunica- 
tion? It is possible, but not likely. In 
the case of latae sententiae (ipso facto) 
censures, contumacy consists, accord- 
ing to Canon 2242, §2, in the transgres- 
sion of a law or precept to which the 
penalty of censure is attached, unless 
the guilty party is excused from the 
penalty for some reason admitted in 
the law. Pertinent to the sin of abor- 
tion committed by a person while still 
a non-Catholic, it is altogether likely 
that such an excusing cause is found 
in ignorance of the penalty. The whole 
question of ignorance of the law or of 
the penalty as an excusing cause from 
latae sententiae penalties is outlined in 
Canon 2229. Appropriate to the case 
at hand, simple ignorance of the law 





REVIEW 


or even only of the penalty excuses from 





medicinal penalties. (A censure—ex- 
communication—is a medicinal pen- 
alty.) It is not likely that «a baptized 
non-Catholic would have © sufficient 


knowledge of the excommunication at- 
tached to the crime of abortion to in- 
cur the penalty. 

2) Is the sin of abortion reserved to 
the Bishop (Ordinary) if the excom- 
munication is not incurred? A simple 
answer is “No, it is not.” If a censure 
is not incurred because of lack of con- 
tumacy—in the case under considera- 
tion, because of lack of knowledge— 
the sin which is reserved only because 
of the reserved censure is not itself re- 
served. Strictly speaking, the Ordi- 
nary could, by a special enactment of 
particular law, reserve the sin of abor- 
tion independently of the reservation 
of the censure. However, Canon 898 
frowns upon such reservations of sin 
when there is already a censure im- 
posed by law. 

3) Can the faculties to absolve from 
reserved censures or sins be presumed? 
Again a simple answer is “No.” If 
jurisdiction is not had from some 
source, absolution from censures or sins 
is invalid. Jurisdiction cannot be pre- 
sumed even in more urgent cases. 
Ample faculties are had from the law 
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itself to enable the confessor to absolve 
from latae sententiae censures in more 
urgent cases in which the censure can- 
not be observed without danger of grave 
scandal or infamy or in which it would 
be difficult for the penitent to remain 
in the state of grave sin for the time 
necessary for a competent superior to 
provide. Canon 2254 should be con- 
sulted. According to Canon 900, §2, 
the reservation of a sin (one reserved 
ratione sui, and not because of a re- 
served censure) ceases when in the 
judgment of the confessor the faculties 
for absolving cannot be sought from a 
legitimate superior without grave in- 
convenience for the penitent. Neither 
of these canons authorizes a presump- 
tion of faculties. Canon 2254 contains 
the necessary grant of jurisdiction. 
Canon 900 removes the reservation, so 
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that the ordinary faculties of the con- 
fessor enable him to absolve. 

4) How should the priest proceed 
when confronted with a sin of abortion 
in the circumstances mentioned in the 
query? 

He should decide that for the con- 
vert, whom he had just rebaptized con- 
ditionally, the censure of excommuni- 
cation for abortion is non-existent. He 
should absolve the penitent from the 
sin of abortion, along with other sins 
committed after the Protestant bap- 
tism, conditionally after conditional 
baptism. There is no need for facul- 
ties from the Ordinary, nor is there 
need for subsequent recourse to him. 
The reasons for this procedure are the 
following. 

a) The Protestant baptism, after 
which we presume the abortion was 
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committed, was doubtfully valid, since 
the convert was rebaptized condition- 
ally. Henee the penitent was only 
doubtfully a subject of the law when 
the abortion was committed. By this 
I do not mean that the penitent was 
not subject to the natural law forbid- 
ding abortion, but that subjection to 
the ecclesiastical law stating the ipso 
facto censure for abortion was doubt- 
ful. Sinee the penitent was only 
doubtfully subject to the law, it will 
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likewise be doubtful that the censure 
could have been incurred. A doubtful 
censure may be considered, at least in 
the internal forum, as non-existent. 

b) Even if the Protestant baptism 
was valid and the penitent was subject 
to the law, in all probability the cen- 
sure Was not incurred because of ig- 
norance. Here again, ignorance of the 
natural law is not meant, but ignorance 
of the censure attached by ecclesiasti- 
cal law. However, there would be no 
need to consider the presence or absence 
of ignorance concerning the censure 
under consideration in hearing the con- 
fession of a convert whose previous 
baptism was doubtfully valid. Doubt- 
ful subjection to the law would be suffi- 
cient grounds to decide the matter in 
favor of non-existence of the -censure. 

c) If there is no need for absolution 
from a reserved censure because it was 
not incurred or only doubtfully in- 
curred, nothing stands in the way of the 
confessor’s jurisdiction over a sin which 
would otherwise be reserved because 
of the reserved censure. A_ penitent 
may be absolved from such a sin just 
as he is absolved from any other sin. 
Since even the sin of the convert who 
has just been rebaptized conditionally 
will constitute doubtful matter for sae- 
ramental absolution, the absolution 
should be conditional. 


Confession and Sacraments of 
the Living 


Question: Can a person who falls 
into mortal sin licitly and fruitfully 
receive or administer the sacraments 
of the living, except Holy Eucharist, 
by making a perfect act of contrition 
with the intention of submitting his 
mortal sins to the power of the keys at 
the probable danger of death or at 
Paseal time? If there are confessors 
available and he ean easily approach 
them, could he still receive or adminis- 
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ter these sacraments, if he makes such 
an act of contrition, or is he bound in 
such circumstances to go to sacramen- 
tal confession? 

PERPLEXUS 

Answer: Leaving aside considera- 
tion of the necessity of sacramental 
confession before the reception of Holy 
Iucharist and the offering of the Saecri- 
fice of the Mass,? I shall dwell on the 
question first as it coneern the recipi- 
ent of the sacraments of the living and 
secondly as it coneerns the minister of 
the sacraments. Also the discussion is 
limited to the lawful and fruitful re- 
ception of the sacraments and_ their 
l:wful administration, as the state of 
grace does not affect the valid recep- 
tion of the sacraments of the living or 
interfere with the valid administration 
of the sacraments. 

1) For the lawful and fruitful recep- 
tion of the sacraments of the living 
that disposition is required without 
which the sacrament of the living ean- 
not produce its principal effect, namely, 
second grace, or an increase in saneti- 
fying grace. The sacraments of the 
living are instituted primarily to give 
second grace, an increase of grace to 
the recipient already in the state of 
erace. This is not to deny that the 
sneraments of the living, at least 
xtreme Unetion, can accidently pro- 
duce first grace. However, a discussion 
of this point would take us too far 
afield in relation to the question 
proposed. 

It is obvious from the nature of the 
sacraments of the living that the state 
of grace is required for their lawful 
and fruitful reception. There are two 
Ways in which the recipient ef the sac- 
raments of the living ean reeover the 


state of grace when it lias been lost 


“Cf. Canons 856 and 807. 
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through mortal sin: by perfect con- 
trition or by sacramental absolution. 
For the reception of the sacraments 
of the living (other than the Eucharist) 
it is not necessary that the state of 
grace be recovered through the recep- 
tion of sacramental absolution. It 
suffices for the lawful and fruitful re- 
ception of these sacraments that a per- 
son recover the state of grace through 
an act of perfect contrition, which must 
include at least implicitly the will to 
receive the sacrament of Penance. 

By divine law the precept of receiv- 
ing the sacrament of Penance urges 
per se and certainly in danger of death. 
Per accidens the divine iaw commands 
the reception of the sacrament of Pen- 
ance when the state of grace must be 
regained before the reception of a sac- 
rament of the living and the recipient 


sannot elicit an act of perfect contri- 
tion. From ecclesiastical law the pre- 
cept of annual confession obliges those 
who have been guilty of mortal sin 
which has not yet been directly re- 
mitted in the sacrament of Penance. 
Strictly speaking, then, a person who 
could elicit an act of perfect contrition 
after the commission of a mortal sin 
would not be obliged to go to confes- 
sion before the reception of the sacra- 
ments of the living (except the Eucha- 
rist), and the will to go to confession 
which must be at least implicit in the 
contrition would not have to extend 
beyond the obligation of confession as 
determined by the divine and the 
ecclesiastical laws. All this is said 
merely in reference to the requirement 
of the state of grace for the lawful 


and fruitful reception of the sacra- 
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ments of the living. It is not intended 
as a recommendation not to seek or 
avail oneself of the opportunity of con- 
fession. However, the availability of 
confessors does not impose an obliga- 
tion of confession before the reception 
of the sacraments of the living, except 
according to Canon 855 for the recep- 
tion of the Eucharist. 

2) The state of grace is also a re- 
quirement for the lawful administration 
of the sacraments of the living (and 
for the lawful administration of the 
sacraments of the dead). Again, it is 
not per se required that a minister of 
the sacraments who has committed a 
mortal sin recover the state of grace 
through the reception of the sacrament 
of Penance. Sacramental absolution is 
required only before the offering of the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, according to 
Canon 807. Nor again does the availa- 
bility of confessors impose an obliga- 
tion of confession except in regard to 
the offering of Mass. 

A consecrated minister, acting as 
such, and confecting a sacrament while 
in the state of grace would be guilty 
of a grave sin. An exception to this 
statement would be found in an urgent 
case of necessity for conferring a sacra- 
ment when, morally speaking, there 
would be no time to place oneself in 
the state of grace at least through an 
act of perfect contrition. A non-con- 
secrated minister, e.g., a layman ad- 
ministering Baptism, would not’ be 
guilty of grave sin in administering a 
sacrament in the state of sin; nor would 
a consecrated minister when not admin- 
istering precisely as a consecrated min- 
ister, for example, a priest administer- 
ing private baptism in a case of neces- 
sity Here, too, a distinction must be 
made between administration which 
involves the confection of a sacrament 
and the mere administration of a sacra- 
ment. The only example of mere ad- 
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ministration is the administration of 
Holy Communion, e.g., to the sick or 
outside of Mass. It is probable that 
the mere administration of the Eucha- 
rist would be only venially sinful.* 

It may be worth mentioning in con- 
clusion that the numerical distinctions 





*Noldin, Summa Theologiae Moralis, III, 
n. 29. 


of sins committed in the unworthy ad- 
ministration of the sacraments is to be 
computed not mathematically aeccord- 
ing to the actual number of sacraments 
administered, but morally according to 
the distinct oceasions of administra- 
tion.* 


* Thid. 
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THE WORLD TO COME 
by Robert W. Gleason, S.J. 


In this book Father Gleason combines 
valuable speculative insights with the 
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teachers its ordered mastery of the subject 
and clarity of presentation. $3.00 





THE GOSPEL STORY 
By Ronald Knox and Ronald Cox 


The left-hand pages of this book contain the life of Christ told entirely in the words of the 
evangelists but arranged as one continuous narrative. The translation is Msgr. Knox's, 
with a few changes which he approved. The commentary by Father Cox appears on the 
right-hand pages, directly opposite the part of the text referred to: an arrangement of 
which anyone will immediately see the advantage—not least, busy priests in search of 
sermon material! Father Cox, an Australian, is now teaching at Holy Cross College in 
Mosgiel, New Zealand. A chronological harmony of the Gospels is printed at the 
end of the book. $4.50 


THE HOLY RULE 
by Dom Hubert van Zeller, O.S.B. 


A lively and affectionate commentary on the Rule of St. Benedict, ‘‘the charter of the 
spiritual life.’’ The text of the rule is given. $7.50 


A GUIDE TO “THE CITY OF GOD” 
by Marthinus Versfeld 


An excellent treatment of St. Augustine's great book and of the great mind that produced 
it—well worth reading, even for those who do not intend to read The City of God. The 
author has had considerable experience in introducing university audiences to the mind 


of St. Augustine. $3.00 


AMERICAN CATHOLIC DILEMMA 
by Thomas F. O'Dea 


A balanced sociological analysis of what some Catholic educators have considered the 
intellectual failure of American Catholicism. The author is an associate professor of 
Sociology at Fordham who has taught at M.I.T. and Utah. $3.00 
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Gillis’ Legacy 
My Last Boox. By James M. Gillis, 

C.S.P. (P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 

York, 1958), 246 pp. $3.95. 

Many books are written, we suppose, 
with death casting its shadow upon the 
pages. But only a man the size of Fr. 
James Gillis could write such a book 
with death’s presence casting not a dis- 
turbing umbrage, but rather a fine 
bright glow. 

We are reminded of the school-days 
story of a saint (Thomas?) who, when 
asked what he would do if he knew 
death were imminent, replied that he 
would go right on with his normal du- 
ties. So great Fr. Gillis had gone on as 
always—commenting, dissecting, ana- 
lyzing with that keen insight that has 
made his works so refreshing. Perhaps 
he stressed more the great spiritual 
truths in this, his last book, with only 
an occasional jab in the field of politi- 
‘al and philosophic controversy. But 
we seem to sense that his stress upon 
the spiritual is not a senile retreat from 
the active, but merely a summation of 
all that ne had thought and written 
before. For it is certainly on the theo- 
logical level that all things must be 
resolved, and Fr. Gillis appreciated that 
fact. 

We do not think, for example, that 
Fr. Gillis’ remarks upon the necessity 
for kindness as over and above reason 
is any repudiation for the apologetics 
he has engaged in. It was merely a 
summation, a climax. Men must do 
what they must do. There is indeed a 
time to argue, as there is a time to 


202 


battle. There are too few who appre- 
ciate the value of argument and, if we 
had not had Fr. Gillis, there would have 
been a disturbing and dangerous peace 
after 1936, the year Chesteron left us. 

But Chesteron, as Gillis, could stress 
that some day the world would find, 
not a new religion, but the old original 
one of God’s love, “the milk of human 
kindness.” It was not a higher insight 
given two tired and dying soldiers; it 
was what they had fought to find—the 
Golden Grail, as it were. And remem- 
ber, the Grail was reserved for the pure 
of heart, a quality not antithetical to, 
but above bravery. 

The accompanying essay, “Too Much 
Kindness,” shows that, for mortals, 
there must be rational perception of 
even the most rare concepts. We may 
love with heart and be saved by grace, 
but we reach appreciation of both love 
and salvation with mind. 

We think Fr. Gillis more than any 
other American commentator of our 
times understood ‘The Riddle That Is 
Man,” as one of his last essays is titled. 

The Calvinistic parenthood of mod- 
ern evangelism prompted Billy Graham 
to declare recently that God gave man 
the Ten Commandments knowing they 
could not be kept, but only as “some- 
thing to shoot for.” If this were so, 
there would be not riddle to man—he 
would quite clearly be a horrible cre- 
ative abortion. No amount of grace 
could do more than make ludicrous 
man’s grotesqueness—like that of a 
twisted jester wearing the king’s purple. 
No lifting of man by God could do 
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more than to emphasize that man was 
not made to soar. 

Fr. Gillis answers that Christ “must 
have had confidence in our ability to 
live up to His expectations, although 
He had no illusions about our weak- 
nesses.” Why? Because Christ made 
unlimited demands upon us in the 
matter of spiritual perfection, and God 
would not call us on a path we could 
not follow, any more than a man would 
take a baby on a trip up Everest. 

What is man’s riddle? asks the Paul- 
ist. “. . .The creature who is ‘a little 
lower than the angels’ is also ‘this quint- 
essence of dust.’ ” 
power to 


That man has the 
remain on the side of the 
angels, Fr. Gillis never doubts. 

This riddle is at the heart of more 
modern problems than most realize. 
And it was Fr. Gillis’ understanding of 
the riddle, plus a sparkling logic that 
defied the fog emanating from today’s 
learned circles, that made all of his 
books, including this last one, so valu- 
able. 

FRANK Morriss 


Grabowski on Augustine 


(An Introduction to the 
Theology of St. Augustine). By 
Stanislaus J. Grabowski (B. Herder 
Book Co., St. Louis, Mo.), pp. xviii 
+ 673. $9.50. 

Father Grabowski is, without doubt, 
an authority on the theology of St. 
Augustine. Some time ago he published 
a first study of St. Augustine under the 
title of The All-Present God. On that 
occasion reviewers of his work pointed 
out (cf. J. Mara, S.J., Theological 
Studies 16(1955)455 ff.; P. Connell, 
Irish Theological Quarterly 23 (1956), 
418) that the author brought to his 
subject “years of serious research,” that 
he showed “great familiarity with the 
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Another masterly treatment of the 
doctrine of the spiritual life by the 
author of Fruits of Contemplation. 
Of special interest and value for 
American Catholics is Father 
Osende’s explanation of the role 
of the apostolate in the greater 
sanctification of the apostle, and 
the perfect form of the apostolate 
as the overflow from a deep in- 
terior life. Pathways of Love will 
prove an invaluable handbook for 
priests and religious. $3.95 


NATURE OF 
BELIEF 


by Martin C. D’Arcy, S.J. 


The modern approach to religion is 
not held up so much by historical 
prejudice and formcl objection to 
dogmatic teaching as by bewilder- 
ment regarding the proper grounds 
of certainty. Father D’Arcy in fact 
deals with what is for many the 
most urgent of all problems. The 
first part of his book analyzes cer- 
tainty, and by an appeal to the 
most ordinary experience attempts 
to mark out the grounds of cer- 
tainty. The second part examines 
supernatural faith—its certainty and 
reasonableness, and its relation to 
desire and love. At the end a 
philosophy is suggested which brings 
all the conclusions arrived at, into 


focus. $3.95 
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writings of St. Augustine as well as with 
an exceptionally great range of second- 
ary sources, ancient and modern.” As 
for ‘the presentation,” they wrote, “it 
is not so happy.” The book is “laden 
with material not sufficiently subordi- 
nated to its main purpose. This does 
not detract from its undoubted merits as 
a work of reference, but it sets a labori- 
ous task for one who might want to read 
it through.” 

All these remarks could be repeated 
with regard to the present volume, The 
Church. It is evident that this work is 
the result of years of painstaking re- 
search; and it is, indeed, as the sub-title 
claims, “An Introduction to the The- 
ology of St. Augustine.” 

The author divides his subject-matter 
into three parts. The First Part (“The 
Constitution of the Chureh’’) deals with 
the concept of the Church. First, atten- 
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tion is focused upon the Chureh con- 
sidered as the Mystical Body of Christ. 
How the initial doctrine of St. Paul, 
admitting of elasticity and applica- 
bility, was so moulded by the mind of 
St. Augustine as to take on a distinetly 
Augustinian character and, as such, has 
influenced and continues to influence 
subsequent theological thought. Next, 
the Chureh is studied as a hierarchical 
institution, especially in the light of 
Augustine’s discussion with the Mani- 
chees, the Donatists, and the Pelagians. 
But the Chureh is also a “social Body,” 
a concrete and visible society of men, 
united by sacramental bonds, social 
communion, and a hierarchical order. 
Though the Chureh is hierarchical as 
well as a social institution, there are, 
nevertheless, not two churches, but one. 
Augustine does not aggrandize the in- 
stitutional and hierarchical elements of 
the Chureh at the expense of the spir- 
itual organism, nor does he view the 
Chureh as a purely individual affair in- 
volving man and God. In this connec- 
tion, the author sees in Augustine “an 
actual power for bringing about a rap- 
prochement between Catholies and 
Protestants.” 

In the Second Part we are introduced 
to “the internal Constitution of the 
Body of Christ” and our study centers 
round the invisible realities, the spir- 
itual life of the individual members and 
of the corporate membership of the 
Chureh. The corporate membership of 
the Chureh is animated by the Holy 
Ghost. Individuals are joined to the 
Chureh by faith, hope and charity. 
Through justification, in which the Holy 
Ghost plays a deciding role, men are 
reborn to a life of union with Christ. 
And the Holy Ghost is the cause and 
source of the life of grace alike for eaeh 
member and for all the members as a 
body, leading them on to holiness, 
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The Third Part studies “The Chureh 
and Sinners.” With regard to “The 
Relation of Sinners to the Juridical 
(‘hureh,” we are told that sin effeets a 
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By Andrés Fernandez, S.J. Translated by Paul 
Barrett, O.F.M. Cap. One of the greatest of the 
lives of Christ ever published, now available in 
English. Beautifully designed and produced, with 
abundant illustrations and maps. An ideal Christ- 
mas gift. $12.50 


dissolution of union. Though sinners 
are excluded from the Mystical Body 
of Christ inasmuch as they are no 
longer in living union with Christ, they 
are, nevertheless, still included in His 
Body as participating in the sacra- 





mental, social and juridical life of the 
Chureh. From the “Chureh temporal 
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By Lancelot Sheppard. A new and original 
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hers’: sinners will be exeluded from 
the “Celestial Body of Christ.” And 
the study concludes with a chapter on 
‘The Church and Predestination.” 
Besides the wealth of St. Augustine’s 
thought, there are the many authors 
quoted. The Index of Names lists more 
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Edited by Hugo Rahner, S.J. Translated by 
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rectly given on page 192 as Y. de 
Montcheuil, is wrongly listed on page 
182 as well as in the Index as V. de 
Montscheuil. The name of E. Mersech 
is correctly spelled in the footnotes, 
whereas the Index has Meersch. A cer- 
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tain A, Charvasse is quoted, and evi- 
dently A. Chavasse is meant. Accord- 
ing to the Index, K. Friihstorfer is 
quoted on page 126, but in reality he is 
found on page 127. Often authors are 
quoted in their original languages, which 
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is another source of minor blemish: 
e.g., la vie de la grace (p. 294—grdce) ; 
die Bergriindung (p. 313—Begriind- 
ung); la divoree (p. 317—le divorce) ; 
Presencia (p. 317—Presencia). It is 
surprising, nevertheless, that in view of 
the hundreds and hundreds of footnotes, 
there are not more misprints. 

Since we Christians today, whether 
we perceive it or not, still live under 
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St. Augustine’s influence, it will be 
worthwhile and enriching to know him 
better. And Fr. Grabowski’s present 
book will certainly help to a better and 
deeper understanding of St. Augustine. 

Fipe.is Buck, S.J. 


Rewarding Compendium 

SACRED Doctrine, AN INTRODUCTION ‘TO 
THEoLtocy. By Edwin G. Kaiser, 
C.PP.S.,8.T.D. (Newman Press, Md., 
1958), xii + 344 pp. $5.00. 


This book, as the author tells us, 
rises out of summer school courses in 
theology given at St. Joseph’s College, 
tenesselaer, Indiana. Its obvious use is 
as a textbook for courses in introductory 
theology, but it may also be welcomed 
by teachers as supplementary course 
material or by the private reader for 
personal study. 

The author divides the work into 
three parts dealing with the concept 
and nature of theology, the sources of 
theology, and method in theology. 
Twenty-five chapters cover a vast range 
of topics such as the meaning of the 
word theology, theology as a science 
and as wisdom, the unity of theology, 
Sacred Scripture, tradition, the author- 
ity of St. Thomas, various schools of 
theology, theologians and their works, 
the importance of philosophy and his- 
tory in the study of sacred doctrine, de- 
velopment of dogma, the role of anal- 
ogy, and theological notes. There is a 
useful appendix of the universal coun- 
cils and their decisions, an extensive 
index, but no formal bibliography. The 
get-up of the book is handsome and for 
a work of its kind is remarkably free 
from typographical errors. 

Many praiseworthy traits are found 
in Sacred Doctrine. It is as compre- 
hensive as a compendium can reason- 
ably be; it has not eschewed the pre- 
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sentation of problems nor efforts at 
solving them; it is straightforward. Fr. 
Kaiser shows why theology can be 
called a science in its rational formula- 
tion of the Christian given. He handles 
the question of “unwritten tradition” 
sensibly; where textbooks often give 
the impression that this phrase literally 
means the handing down of truths 
“orally,” Fr. Kaiser points out (p. 86) 
that “unwritten” simply means “not 
written in the canonical Scriptures.” 
The section on inspiration (pp. 98-106) 
is suecinet and ample. Much helpful 
data are contained in the chapter on 
the achievement of St. Thomas, such as 
the composition of the Summa _ theo- 
logiae and the Summa contra gentiles 
and the manner of citing both, the 
meaning of quodlibetal and disputed 
questions, and the authority of St. 
Thomas. The lists of hundreds of 
theologians, which come pouring in on 
the reader, besides being impressive, 
might serve, by means of the index, as 
a quick reference to their dates and 
chief works. All of this, and more, is 
on the credit side of Fr. Kaiser’s book. 
In compendia, however, the tempta- 
tion to oversimplify and to say things 
the “easier” way has to be resisted. In 
this book, for example, where the grad- 
ual development of theological thought 
in the early Middle Ages is being con- 
sidered, the following paragraph could 
perhaps have been written more mean- 
ingfully: “Significant is the work of 
Aleuin (+ 804) and the encouragement 
of Charlemagne in the first stage. The 
Bible and the fathers were studied, but 
little beyond words and propositions” 
(p. 8). Again, in the sentence, “ 
the scholastic thinkers developed a su- 
pernatural metaphysics of the soul” 
(p. 11), the phrase “supernatural meta- 
physics” might well be confusing to the 
beginner. Without further elaboration, 
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' EDITORIAL 


Where Women Work 


A recent item in the New York Times highlighted a too-often-ignored 
problem that must occupy (more than it does) the attention of sociologists, clergymen, 
economists and psychiatrists in the years ahead. The basic statement is familiar 
enough: the number of American women, including the married, employed in industry 
is now about 22,000,000. This statistic is spiraling. That alone is not unduly astonish- 
ing. What came as a shock was the way Miss Bertha S. Adkins, our nation’s Under- 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, appeared to hail this situation as somehow 
a wonderfully good thing for the country in general. 

“Women’s place,” she observed, “is less in the home and more on the job”—just 
as if being in the home isn’t being on the job. Almost with a glow of pride in such 
progress, Miss Adkins told her audience that women are now working as boilermakers, 
stevedores and locomotive engineers—a woman may even be the first human to reach 
the man in the moon. 

All this, she noted, is having a profound effect on the American way of life. “Not 
long ago,” mused Miss Adkins, “some men felt inferior if their wives worked. They 
feared that in the eyes of other men they might be deemed failures because they could 
not adequately provide for their families.” This, happily, is changing. Many men 
now are doing those domestic chores only women used to do, and are proud to see how 
active their wives are outside the home. This enthusiasm for the housewife’s dedica- 
tion to extracurricular affairs is not shared by all husbands, the Under-Secretary ad- 
mitted, but it will become more general as oncoming generations of boys mature in 
homes where both father and mother are gainfully employed outside the home. 

Now, we're not among those who feel that all females ought forthwith to quit 
their financially lucrative jobs and return home. Droves of them have no home in the 
traditional sense of that word. Many (widows and otherwise) are totally dependent 
on their own efforts to support themselves, ill husbands, children. Besides, the economy 
would grind to a halt if this should happen. What we do object to, but vehemently, 
is the attitude that women who are “just housewives” are a bit antiquated, best ranged 
alongside the mah-jongg set; that women are more ennobled by work outside the home 
than by work inside it; that it’s a healthy sign for society that more and still more 
women are joining the ranks of labor. And many women work who don’t really have 
to. 

Here are a few aspects of a question to which Americans should devote serious 
thought: What are the consequences upon the emotional and spiritual growth of 
children brought up in a home with a part-time mother? Is our society so disoriented 
economically, so geared to a “high consumption” production line that only those families 
can live “decently” in which both parents work? Doesn't this foster materialism? 
What is the effect on American women of a culture that relegates, to a place of sub- 
sidiary dignity and respect, the role of housewife-at-home? To 
what extent is the acknowledged effeminization of men and the 
masculinization of women attributable to this leveling process 
going on apace in our country? 

Stated Pius XII: “Woman is the heart of the family. The 
care of the home, in which she is queen, constitutes the center and 
palestra of her principal activity.” Miss Adkins—please take note. 
AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. i 
Associate Editor 
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Let Foley Associates... 
exclusively a Catholic 
fund-raising organization . .. 
assist you 


"BUILDING 
FUND 






Foley Associates Inc. is a nationwide, Catholic firm of professional fund raisers. At 
no obligation we survey the problem, analyze the potential, and recommend the goal. 

We plan and direct the campaign, and then follow up for maximum realization. 
We operate strictly on a fee basis, not percentage, and our fee is based on the time 
and manpower expended. There are no contingencies. 


What Bishops and Priests Are Saying about Foley Associates . . . 





“I feel your campaign has been much more valuable 
to the Church than the mere money received.” 
Most Rev. P. W. Bartholome 
Bishop, St. Cloud, Minn. 


“Your firm is to be commended for its interest in the 

follow-up procedure, which has so much bearing on 

the ultimate outcome.” Rev. Ralph J. Alstadt, Pastor 
St. Marks, Kenosha, Wis. 


“Foley Associates fund-raising council performs a 
thorough job with maximum results and minimum 
effort for pastor and parishioners.” 
Most Rev. Lawrence B. Casey 
Auxiliary Bishop, Rochester, N. Y. 


“The results obtained far surpassed our most optimis- 
tic hopes and left in the parish a feeling of good will 
and pride of accomplishment.” 
Rev. Francis E. Horrigan, Pastor 
St. James, Syracuse, N. Y. 


“I wish to express my deep appreciation for the high 
school successes you have achieved in Appleton and 
Oshkosh. Not only were you financially successful, but 
I am greatly satisfied with the fine Catholic manner 
in which the drives were conducted.” 
Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona 
Bishop, Green Bay, Wis. 


Typical F/A Parish Success... 


GOAL RESULT 
St. Peter’s, Geneva, Ill. ....... $165,000 $171,660 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
GRO, WH, bodes a dice cise 150,000 165,000 
Holy Ghost, Houston, Texas ..... 600,000 682,000 
St. Ambrose, Rochester, N.Y. ... 375,000 556,000 
St. Edward’s, Racine, Wis. ...... 250,000 410,144 


FOLEY .wsectalos Jne. 


Executive Offices: Professional Bldg. « Rochester 4, N. Y. « BAker 5-2664 

312 E. Wisconsin, Milwaukee ¢ 3617 S.W. 23 Court, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
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Mere technical compliance with the 
Canon is not enough. The Clergy and 
Religious know that other considera- 
tions qualify Will & Baumer Beeswax 
candles as appropriate symbols to rep- : 
resent eternal truths, piety and devo- 
tions... 














SYMBOLICALLY APPROPRIATE . . . the correct bal- 
ance is maintained between wax, wick and flame 
to form the perfect symbol. The wax is fed to 
the wick slowly and steadily, causing them to 
burn quietly, cleanly and evenly. 


PURITY OF PRODUCT... only the finest grade vir- 
gin beeswax, selected from world-wide markets, 
tested for purity and refined to eliminate any 
trace of dross. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP ... by master chandlers, who 
have ever in mind the sacred purpose for which 
these candles are intended. 


MANUFACTURING INTEGRITY AND SERVICE... 
proven by Will & Baumer’s more than 100 years 
of making beeswax candles for the Catholic 
Church . . . and by a skilled organization of 
service personnel and dealers conveniently 
located to provide the ultimate in product ful- 
fillment. 








